
Things Fall Apart Possible AP Prompts

1990. Choose a novel or play that depicts a conflict between a parent (or a parental figure) and a
son or daughter. Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain 
how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work. Avoid plot summary.

2002. Morally ambiguous characters -- characters whose behavior discourages readers from 
identifying them as purely evil or purely good -- are at the heart of many works of literature. 
Choose a novel or play in which a morally ambiguous character plays a pivotal role. Then write 
an essay in which you explain how the character can be viewed as morally ambiguous and why 
his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

2003, Form B. Novels and plays often depict characters caught between colliding cultures -- 
national, regional, ethnic, religious, institutional. Such collisions can call a character’s sense of 
identity into question. Select a novel or play in which a character responds to such a cultural 
collison. Then write a well-organized essay in which you describe the character’s response and 
explain its relevance to the work as a whole.

2010.  “Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the 
unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and its true 
home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted’ yet it can become ‘a potent, even 
enriching’ experience.” ~Edward Said. Discuss a character’s experience of exile in a novel or 
play you have studied. Consider both the positive and negative aspects of the experience, and 
show how it relates to the author’s overall purpose in the work.

2010, Form B. “You can leave home all you want but home will never leave you.” -- Sonsyrea 
Tate

Sonsyrea Tate’s statement suggests that “home” may be conceived of as a dwelling, a place, or 
a state of mind. It may have positive or negative associations, but in either case, it may have a 
considerable influence on an individual. Choose a novel or play in which a central character 
leaves home, yet finds that home remains significant. Write a well-developed essay in which 
you analyze the importance of “home” to this character and the reasons for its continuing 
influence. Explain how the character’s idea of home illuminates the larger meaning of the work.
Do not merely summarize the plot.

2011, Form B. In The Writing of Fiction (1925), novelist Edith Wharton states the following:
At every stage in the progress of his tale the novelist must rely on what may be called the 
illuminating incident to reveal and emphasize the inner meaning of each situation. Illuminating 
incidents are the magic casements of fiction, its vistas on infinity.
Choose a novel or play that you have studied and write a well-organized essay in which you 
describe an “illuminating” episode or moment and explain how it functions as a “casement,” a 
window that opens onto the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.


