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hen I started teaching in 1999, 1 olten heard, “Why are

we learning Spanish? Why doesn't everyone just learn

English?" Students have not asked me those questions
in years. Todays learners have so many options as 1o which lan-
guages they will study. Each may have a diflerent reason [or studying
languages, but as the World-Readiness Standards lor Learning Lan-

guages state, “regardless of reason, languages have something to offer

everyone.” This means that as langnage educators, we need 1o ensure
we are redesigning instruction and assessment so rhat we are reach-
ing out Lo students learning a heritage language, students wanting

to travel, students wanting to learn for business, lor communicative

purposes, or for making connections, and more.

“regardless of reason
[for studying], languages
have something to offer
everyone.”

I have a vivid memory of learning the irregular preterite verbs

from my AMSCO Spanish workbook during my [reshman year of
high school. I sat on my hedroom Hoor with my back against my bed,
legs spread out across my grey carpel. | repeated 1o mysell, “Andar
goes to anduv, Poner goes to pus. Pader goes to pud,” Then, I remem-
ber repeating “e. iste, o, imos, skip vosotros, ieron.” Alter about 15
minutes of repetition, | had the verbs down cold, Two weeks later, my
[riend Kristin needed to memorize the verbs. 1 used the same strategy
to help her; I went to her house and we repeated the verbs. The next
day, T quizzed her. She couldn't remember any of the verbs. Why was

she [orgetting them? Why was she wasting my time? It was as though
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