
1. Log onto the internet and 
go to 

http://www.mshogue.com/Englis
h_11/Harlem/wq.htm

2. Read Task and other 
information that follows and 
begin working.

3. You may want to print out 
a copy of the page so that 
you have a hard copy of the 
assignment. 



The Harlem Renaissance: A Web
Quest

Aaron Douglas
Into Bondage 1936

Oil on canvas, 153.4 x 153.7 cm
In the Collection of the Corcoran Gallery of 
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Sites and topics to be covered 

A. History/Overview 

 Harlem 1900-1940 
 The Harlem Renaissance and The 

Flowering of Creativity 
 Circle Association's Web Links 

(some broken links) 
 Harlem Renaissance: A Brief 

Introduction by Paul Reuben 
 Harlem Renaissance (from PBS's 

Rationale for this lesson

—Time magazine's article How to Bring 
Our Schools Out of the 20th Century 
(December 18, 2006) says that "kids 
are global citizens now, even in small 
town America, and they must learn to 
act that way." There is a debate about 
how to accomplish this goal in schools, 
but certainly, it is important to help 
students gain a wider perspective of 
human history and culture. This 
assignment helps you understand an 
important part of American culture, 
your culture, in ways you may not have
considered before. This assignment is 
intended to help you expand your view 
of human experience, a quality of 
thought you will need in order to be 
truly a global citizen. This assignment 
also meets a number of state standards
for language arts. 

Task

You are a historical tour guide: For 
this Web Quest, you will be visiting a 
number of web sites to learn about the 
Harlem Renaissance so that you can 
create a brochure for tourists. As a 
tour guide, you must be an expert on 
this cultural period in history, so 
research and read carefully. Part of 
your job is also to read a poem to 
your tour group (played by your class). 
You will also be writing a reflection.

http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/Harlem/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart7b.html#07c
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart7b.html#07c
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/~sww/circle/harlem-ren-sites.html
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/~sww/circle/harlem-ren-sites.html
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/9intro.html
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/9intro.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_harlem.html
http://www.mshogue.com/English_11/Harlem/wq.htm#standards#standards


The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow) 
 Primary sources from the Library 

of Congress (LOC) 
 The Harlem Renaissance 

Multimedia Resource (A+++) 

B. Art/Music/Writing 

 Perspectives in American 
Literature 

 A brief guide to the Harlem 
Renaissance 

 Drop me off in Harlem (Kennedy 
Center) 

 Artists from Eyecon Art 
 PAL: list of writers 
 LOC on Robert Blackburn 

C. Political or Social Impact 

 Harlem Renaissance Multimedia 
Resource: Political Issues 

 Harlem Renaissance (PBS site) 
 The Social Contributions of the 

Harlem Renaissance (focus on the 
narrative) 

 The Harlem Renaissance and 
Leftism by Matthew Henry 

Poets of the Harlem Renaissance 

 Bennett, Gwendolyn 
 Bontemps, Arna 
 Cullen, Countee 
 Dunbar, Paul Laurence 
 Grimke, Angelina Weld 
 Hughes, Langston 
 Johnson, Helene 
 Johnson, James Weldon 
 McKay, Claude 
 Spencer, Anne 
 Toomer, Jean 

If you cannot find a poem you like from 
the site given, try a general Internet 
search. 

(Source: poets.org/Academy of American Poets and 

What is graded?

 Your brochure (handed in) 
 Your poetry reading (oral) 
 Your reflection (handed in) 
 Your works cited page (handed 

in) 

Staple the reflection and the works 
cited page together and paper clip your 
brochure to those.

See the rubric. 

Process

1. Create your brochure 
document/template and save it. 

2. Conduct your research, taking 
notes in a separate Word 
document. 

3. Find the list of sites to the left. 
This list includes a description of
what you will find there. You 
need to present information in 
your brochure from each of the 
three topic areas in the list to 
the left (A, B, and C). 

4. In addition, you will learn about 
a poet from the Harlem 
Renaissance and read a poem by
him or her to your tour group. A 
mini-biography of this poet 
should go on your brochure, 
including a photograph. Write 
your own mini bio. It should be 
about 40-50 words. Each 
student will draw a poet's name 
at random. Since there are a 
limited number of names, check 
with the other students who also
drew the same poet as you, and 
be sure you have chosen 
different poems to read to the 
class. 

5. See the directions below for how
to set up your brochure. 

6. Create a works cited page. The 
sites you visited must be cited in

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_harlem.html
http://www.loc.gov/creativity/hampson/workshop/harlem.html
http://www.loc.gov/creativity/hampson/workshop/harlem.html
http://www.jcu.edu/harlem/index.htm
http://www.jcu.edu/harlem/index.htm
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/9intro.html
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/9intro.html
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5657
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5657
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/harlem/artsedge.html
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/harlem/artsedge.html
http://www.eyeconart.net/history/Harlem.htm
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/chap9.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/blackburn/milieu.html
http://www.jcu.edu/harlem/Politics/Page_1.htm
http://www.jcu.edu/harlem/Politics/Page_1.htm
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/forum/february98/harlem2.html
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1978/2/78.02.08.x.html
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1978/2/78.02.08.x.html
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1978/2/78.02.08.x.html
http://www.rlc.dcccd.edu/annex/comm/english/mah8420/HRandRadicalLit.htm
http://www.rlc.dcccd.edu/annex/comm/english/mah8420/HRandRadicalLit.htm
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/a_f/bennett/bennett.htm
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/128
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/55
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/302
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/g_l/grimke/grimke.htm
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/83
http://www.math.buffalo.edu/%7Esww/poetry/johnson_helene.html
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/72
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/25
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/poets/s_z/spencer/spencer.htm
http://www.poets.org/poet.php/prmPID/71
http://www.mshogue.com/English_11/Harlem/hr_wq_rubric.pdf


others) 

Grading: 

40 points/Brochure (handed in)
20 points/Poetry Reading (oral to the 
class)
20 points/Reflection
10 points/Works Cited 

Total: 90 points 

Rubric 

We are in the lab all week. Disruptions to 
others will result in points reduction for 
you. Stay focused and busy. 

Back to The Harlem Renaissance home 

Report any broken links to Ms Hogue.

a separate document. See your 
Skills and Style Handbook for 
how to cite a web page. 

7. Write a 200-250 word reflection 
about what you learned. This 
document must be typed 
according to FSSH. Use the 
questions below to guide you. 

1. What did you learn in 
general about the Harlem
Renaissance. Be specific. 

2. Which aspects of your 
research were most 
interesting to you and 
why? 

Reading your poem to the tour
group

When you read your poem (of 12 lines 
or longer) to the tour group, you need 
to do the following, in this order:

 Say, "I am going to read a poem
by ____." Then Read the 
biography from your brochure as
a way of introducing him or her. 

 Say, "I am reading (insert the 
title)." Then, give an 
introduction to the poem. 
Include as much as you can 
from the following list. 

o Why did you choose it? 
o What is this poem about, 

in general? 
o Point out what is special, 

interesting, or otherwise 
important about this 
poem. 

o Define for us any 
confusing language. 

o If the poem needs a 
setup, that is, some 
general context to help 
us understand it, be sure 
to do that for us before 
you read. 

 Before you read your poem, say 
the title and the poet's name 
again. 

http://www.mshogue.com/English_11/Harlem/hr_wq_rubric.pdf
http://www.mshogue.com/English_11/Harlem/main.htm
mailto:dehogue@sheboyganfalls.k12.wi.us
http://www.sheboyganfalls.k12.wi.us/fssh/cited.htm


 Then read the poem. Some help 
in reading follows: 

o To read a poem, read 
slowly and carefully. 
Pronounce each word 
correctly (so look up any 
unfamiliar words or ask 
for help). 

o Read with the 
punctuation or 
stop/pause where it 
makes sense to stop. 
Don't automatically stop 
at the end of each line (it
will sound horrible if you 
do). 

o Billy Collins gives advice 
on how to read a poem 
out loud. 

The Brochure

Title: The Harlem Renaissance, A 
Visitor's Guide

Creating the brochure:

In Word: Get the new document menu 
(this will either show up to the right 
when you open Word, or go to File, New
to get it to open). Under New from 
template, click on general templates. 
Then go to Publications and double click
on brochure. Then, save that file in 
your H:/ drive and/or on a jump drive. 
After that, replace text and images to 
meet the assignment’s criteria. The 
template comes with some handy 
directions, and you can get a copy of 
those from me. 

Or use any other program you are 
familiar with for creating your brochure.

Requirements for the brochure:

 Cover that includes title (see 
above) and an image; if you 
hate the title provided, come up 
with your own (NOT My Harlem 

http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-howtoread.html
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-howtoread.html


Renaissance Brochure). 
 Your name, class, hour, and 

date go on the back middle as if 
it's your tour company. 

 You need to include information 
in your brochure from the three 
topic areas from the list to the 
left. 

 A mini-biography of your chosen
poet should go on your 
brochure, including a 
photograph. 

 The information you gather must
be presented in summary form 
(in your own words), be easily 
read by your tour participants, 
and must be absolutely without 
errors in spelling, punctuation, 
etc. A real public document 
should be 100% accurate. 

 Include images: photos, 
paintings, or other graphic 
elements as are appropriate. Be 
sure to identify paintings with 
title and artist's name. 

 This brochure is to be handed in.
Print back to back and fold. 


