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McCarthy Telegram Questions:  

1. What accusations does Senator Joseph McCarthy make in this telegram to President Truman? What do you think motivated 
McCarthy to send this telegram? 

2. How do you think the American people reacted when McCarthy made these accusations public in 1950?

3. Assume the role of President Harry Truman. How would you respond to this telegram (must be at least 6 sentences)? 
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President Truman’s Response to the McCarthy Telegram, 1950
(The letter below was probably never sent)

Truman Response Questions:  

1. How does President Truman respond to McCarthy’s accusations?   What is the tone of this letter? 

2. Which side of this disagreement do you think most Americans would have chosen: McCarthy or Truman? Why? 

3.  Why would this letter have never been sent?

4. If you were Truman, how would you have dealt with the situation?

5. Write a response to McCarthy as if you were Truman (at least 6 sentences). 



                           



Questions from Ads

1. What do these documents reveal about American attitudes during the Cold War?

2. How affective would these practices be during an actual nuclear attack?

3. Why would the government publish these ads?

4. Who was the target audience for these ads?

5. Do you think these ads were taken seriously? Why or why not?


