Lesson 23

From
Duck]ings to Ducks

Did you know that ducks grow up a lot faster than humans do? They grow
from babies fo adults in one year!

A mallard is a kind of duck. Mallards build nests. They build their nests in tall
grass near lakes or ponds. In the spring, the mother mallard lays eight or ten
eggs in her nest. She sifs on the eggs to keep them warm. If she did not sit on
them, the eggs would get too cold and they wouldn't hatch. One month after
she lays the eggs, the mother mallard can finally get up off them. They are
ready to hatch

The baby ducks are called ducklings. Their mother is the first thing the
ducklings see when they step outside their shells. They quickly learn to follow
their mother wherever she goes. This is important because she will teach them
how to find food.

The ducklings make their first trip away from the nest on the same day they
hatch! Their mother leads them info the water, and they begin fo swim right
away. Then their mother shows them where to find food. She shows them how

1o dip their heads down under the water fo eat the plants that grow on the

bottom of the lake or pond. She also teaches them how to pull tasty bugs and
grass seeds out of the ground to eat.

Mallard ducklings cannot fly. The baby ducks need to grow adult feathers
first, and this takes about two months. When they are three months old, the
young mallards can fly. They can also find their own food. Now they are ready
1o leave their mother. This usually happens sometime during the summer or
early fall.

For the rest of the year, the young mallards continue to grow. By the next

spring, they are ready o have ducklings of their own

COMPREHENSION Retell how mallard ducklings change and grow.
Which words in the selection tell you where the ducklings go?

Days 1 and 2

“From Ducklings to Ducks,” Vol. 2,
pp. 30-31

¢Growing Beans#

Sammy's Uncle Lee had a big garden. Uncle Lee grew many different kinds
of vegetables in his garden.

“Uncle Lee, can you teach me how fo grow vegetables?” Sammy asked one day.

“Sure,” said Uncle Lee. "I was just about to plant these bean seeds.” He
showed Sammy the seeds. They were white and about the size of his fingernail.

“We'll begin by planting the seeds one inch deep in the soil.” Uncle Lee
showed Sammy what an inch looked like on a ruler. Then they planted the
seeds, covered them with earth, and poured water on them

After many days, little beanstalks started to pop out of the ground. Sammy
watered the plants every day, and the beanstalks grew taller. Sammy wanted
to know what the height of one beanstalk was, so he took a measurement with
aruler.

“This plant is already six inches tall!” said Sammy.

Weeks later, the beanstalks grew flowers. Bees visited the flowers. Then
the flowers began o fall off, and little green beans began fo grow where the
flowers had been.

“Let's measure one of the beans fo see how long it is,” said Sammy. He got
the ruler and measured a bean. It was two inches long. Then he measured
another. It was also two inches long. "These two beans are equal in length.
They're the same size!” said Sammy.

Then Sammy measured another. "This bean is not equal in length to the
others,” he said. "If's four inches long!"

“That bean is big enough to eat,” said Uncle Lee.

Sammy picked the bean. Then Uncle Lee split the bean open. There were lots of
little seeds inside.

“Those look just like the bean seeds we planted!” exclaimed Sammy.

“That's right,” said Uncle Lee. "Each bean makes new bean seeds. We can
save some of the seeds. That way, we can plant them next year to grow more
beans!™

COMPREHENSION What happens when you plant and care for a bean
seed? What words about size help you understand how a bean plant
grows?
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Days 3 and 4
“Growing Beans,” Vol. 2, pp. 32-33

Assessment
Pretest/Posttest Administration p. 84

Pretest/Posttest Blackline Masters
pp. 136-137
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Day 1 Day 2

Introduce Meanings

Assess To assess what word
meanings children already know,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 136-137. Use
page 84 to administer the test.

Explain Write each oral
vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example
for each word.

Words That Tell Where

down adv. from higher to
lower She climbed down the
stairs.

into prep. inside I put the
clothes into the box.

off adv. no longer touching or
on top of Sam got off the
swing and ran to the slide.

out adv. no longer inside The
squirrel came out of a hole in
the tree.

outside adv. not inside | went
outside the store.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Take a
pencil off of your desk. Ask, What
did | just take off my desk? Put
the pencil into a drawer. Ask,
What did | just put the pencil
into? Continue in the same way
for the remaining words.

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud a story about how
ducks grow. Then read aloud
“From Ducklings to Ducks.”
Discuss the Comprehension
questions.

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread
“From Ducklings to Ducks.” At
the end of each sentence that
includes an oral vocabulary word,
stop and repeat the explanation
of the word. Then reread the
sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
qguestions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the
category.

Moving Away
From Something

out

1. What might you see if you go
outside your home? (Sample
answers: trees; a yard; a
sidewalk; a city street)

2. If you slid from the top to the
bottom of a slide, which way
did you go? (down)

3. Where do you put a key when
you unlock a door? (into a
lock)



Day 3

Introduce Meanings

Explain Write each oral
vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example
for each word.

Words About Size

equal adj. the same Ben and |
each have an equal number of
cookies.

height n. how tall something is
What is the height of this
plant?

inch n. a very small size used to
tell how long something is A
peanut is about one inch long.

length n. how long something
is The two pencils are the same

length.

measurement n. the size of
something You can use a ruler
to take a measurement of your
desk.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Have a
few children line up in front of
the class. Ask questions such as
these: Are any children equal in
height? Do any two children have
legs that are equal length?

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud a story about a
boy who helps out in his uncle’s
garden. Then read aloud
“Growing Beans.” Discuss the
Comprehension questions.

Day 4

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread
“Growing Beans.” At the end of
each sentence that includes an
oral vocabulary word, stop and
repeat the explanation of the
word. Then reread the sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
questions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the
category.

15-20 Minute
. ) Lessons

Words About |Words About
Size Measurement
length inch
height equal

1. Name two things in the
classroom that are about
equal in length. (Sample
answer: a pencil and a pair of
SCissors)

2. Which has greater height—a
person or a house? (a house)

3. What is something you can
use to take a measurement of
how long something is?
(Sample answer: a ruler)
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Day 5

Deepen
Understanding

Review Review word meanings
for all oral vocabulary words. Use
the definitions and examples
from Day 1 and Day 3.

Guide Partner Activities Have
partners work together to
complete each of the activities
below. Circulate and listen to
partners as they work. Provide
corrective feedback.

Compare Work with a partner.
Compare the length of two
things in your classroom. Which
one is longer? What could you
use to take a measurement and
find out for sure?

Describe Pretend you went into
the ocean and traveled down to
the bottom of the sea. Describe
to your partner what you might
find there.

Examples Talk to your partner.
Give examples of things you like
to do when you go outside to

play.

Draw Draw two flowers of equal
height.

Role-Play Show how you might
jump out of a hole in the ground.
Show how you would pick up
something only one inch long.
Then show how you might take
something off your desk and put
it on the floor.

Assess To assess what word
meanings children have learned,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 136-137. Use
page 84 to administer the test.
Compare scores with Day 1
assessment.
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