
Day 1 Day 2

Curious About Words

Days 1 and 2

“The Fossil That Saved Summer,” Vol. 2, 
pp. 6–7

Days 3 and 4

“Dinosaurs in Granville?” Vol. 2, 
pp. 8–9

Assessment
Pretest/Posttest Administration p. 78

Pretest/Posttest Blackline Masters 
pp. 124–125

Introduce Meanings
Assess To assess what word 
meanings children already know, 
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 124–125. Use 
page 78 to administer the test.

Explain Write each word below 
on the board. Read it aloud. Offer 
an explanation and a brief 
example for each word.

Words About Observation

acute adj. strong  She has an 
acute sense of smell.

detecting v. fi nding  I am very 
good at detecting smells.

distinct adj. different in a way 
that is easy to see  The rock has 
distinct layers.

evident adj. easy to see or 
notice  The marks on the tree 
were evident.

insights n. understandings  The 
story gave me many insights 
about friendship.

intently adv. with concentration 
I looked intently into the lake.

obvious adj. easily noticed or 
understood  There were obvious
mistakes on his homework. 

scanned v. looked over quickly  I 
scanned the books on the shelf.

unobserved adj. not seen  The 
wild cat lived in the forest, 
unobserved by humans.

Discuss Guide children to see 
the relationship between each 
word and the category. 

Read Aloud Explain that you 
will read aloud a story about a 
girl who fi nds a fossil. Then read 
aloud “The Fossil That Saved 
Summer.” Discuss the 
Comprehension questions.

Categorize and 
Classify
Reread and Explain Reread 
“The Fossil That Saved Summer.” 
At the end of each sentence that 
includes an oral vocabulary word, 
stop and repeat the explanation 
of the word. Then reread the 
sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use 
the graphic organizer and the 
questions below to reinforce 
understanding of the relationship 
between each word and the 
category.

Words About 
Looking 
Closely

Words About 
Looking 
Quickly

acute
intently
insights
detecting

evident
distinct
scanned
obvious

 1. If something is obvious, do 
you usually need to think 
about it intently?   (no)

 2. The squirrel hid behind a tree 
because he was hoping to be 
__________.   (unobserved)
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Introduce Meanings
Explain Write each word below 
on the board. Read it aloud. Offer 
an explanation and a brief 
example for each word.

Words About Time and 
Change

adapted v. got used to  We 
quickly adapted to the warm 
weather of our new town.

decline n. go down in number 
There has been a decline in the 
number of fi sh in the river.

era n. a period of time  The era 
of dinosaurs was millions of 
years ago.

eventually adv. in the end 
Eventually,  we understood the 
math lesson.

gradually adv. slowly  Fill your 
glass gradually so you don’t 
spill your milk.

initially adv. at fi rst  Jed did not 
like the ride initially, but later 
he grew to love it.

previously adv. before  We had 
seen the movie previously, but 
we wanted to see it again.

temporary adj. for just a little 
while  My uncle’s visit was only 
temporary.

transformed v. changed 
completely  The caterpillar 
transformed into a butterfl y.

Discuss Guide children to see 
the relationship between each 
word and the category. 

Read Aloud Explain that you 
will read aloud a story about a 
very strange event in a vegetable 
garden. Then read aloud 
“Dinosaurs in Granville?” Discuss 
the Comprehension questions.

Categorize and 
Classify
Reread and Explain Reread 
“Dinosaurs in Granville?” At the 
end of each sentence that 
includes an oral vocabulary word, 
stop and repeat the explanation 
of the word. Then reread the 
sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use 
the graphic organizer and the 
questions below to reinforce 
understanding of the relationship 
between each word and the 
category.

Words About 
Time

Words About 
Change

temporary
initially
previously
eventually
gradually
era

adapted
decline
transformed

 1. What words might you use to 
tell about a slow change? 
(eventually, gradually, 
transformed, adapted)

 2. What word means the 
opposite of initially? 
(eventually)

 3.  Unlike your usual teacher, a 
substitute teacher is 
__________.   (temporary)

Deepen 
Understanding
Review Repeat explanations for 
all oral vocabulary words. Use the 
defi nitions and examples from 
Day 1 and Day 3. 

Guide Partner Activities Have 
partners work together to 
complete each of the activities 
below. Circulate and listen to 
partners as they work. Provide 
corrective feedback.

Describe Talk to your partner. 
Describe an animal that lived in 
the past. Use these words: 
decline, era, adapted, gradually, 
temporary, transformed. 

Compare Think about 
something you have changed 
your mind about. Use these 
words to compare how you fi rst 
felt about it to how you feel now: 
initially, previously, eventually, 
evident. Tell your partner. 

Write Work with your partner. 
Write a story about a character 
who fi nds something interesting. 
Use these words: acute, detecting, 
intently, obvious, scanned, 
insights, distinct.

Word Parts The prefi x un- 
means “not.” The word 
unobserved means “not 
observed.” Use a dictionary or a 
glossary. Work with your partner 
to fi nd and list three other 
examples of words with un-, 
meaning “not.”

Assess To assess what word 
meanings children have learned, 
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 124–125. Use 
page 78 to administer the test. 
Compare scores with Day 1 
assessment.
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