Lesson 9

Day 1

Introduce Meanings

Assess To assess what word
meanings children already know,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 108-109. Use
page 70 to administer the test.

snakes

Are you afraid of snakes? Lots of people are. But once you learn more about

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread
"Snakes.” At the end of each
sentence that includes an oral
vocabulary word, stop and repeat
the explanation of the word.
Then reread the sentence.

these amazing creatures, you may not be afraid of them after all.

There are more than 2,700 species, or kinds, of snakes in the world. Some
little snakes are only a few inches long. Some enormous snakes are as big as
forty feet long! Snakes also come in many different colors and patterns.

Although their skin can look shiny like it is wet, snakes are not slimy. They
are actually dry and soft. If you look closely at a snake, you'll see that its skin
is covered with scales. These scales protect the snake and keep moisture inside
its body. This helps to keep its skin from drying out. From two to four times a
year, a snake will shed its skin. It will grow a new layer of healthy skin and
crawl out of the old, dry skin, leaving it behind.

Did you know that snakes have no eyelids? Their eyes are covered by clear
skin. And of course, snakes have no legs. Instead, they use their stomach
muscles to glide along the ground. This is called slithering. Snakes can even
slither up trees! Many snakes can also swim. In fact, sea snakes live in the
e water for most of their lives.

Explain Write each oral

B vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example

for each word.

Snakes are hunters. They eat eggs, insects, and small animals called rodents.
Mice and rats are two types of rodents that snakes eat. Large snakes can eat
larger animals such as wild pigs and small deer. Snakes have different ways of
catching the animals they hunt for food.

-

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
guestions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the

Some snakes are venomous. These include rattlesnakes, adders, and cobras.
Venomous snakes have teeth called fangs that drip poison info the animals
they bite. The animals may run away, but they die quickly from the poison.
Other snakes catch animals and squeeze them. These snakes are consfrictors.
They include pythons, boas, and anacondas.

u No matter how they catch their food, snakes swallow it whole. A snake can
swallow something three fimes as wide as its head! One meal can last a snake

. -
a long time.
o et sk, dort hurt . A sk wil ot ettck nloss s scored ! Words About Snakes
and feels it must protect itself. Instead, watch this amazing creature from a

safe distance. There is not another animal like it!

COMPREHENSION Which words in this passage help you understand
snakes? What is the most interesting thing you learned about snakes?

Days 1 and 2
“Snakes,” Vol. 1, pp. 34-35

YAmanha”
So Say the Little Meonkeys

Squirrel Monkey lives with his friends and family in the rainforests of Brazil. Lots of rain
falls in a rainforest. But there are also many sunny days.

On sunny mornings, Squirrel Monkey chatters and jumps. He swings through the
treetops with his family. He runs along the free branches with friends. Together, they
munch on ripe, juicy fruit for breakfast.

All day long, Squirrel Monkey plays. He squawks and he screams. He chatters and
he peeps. If he climbs a tree, the other squirrel monkeys follow him. Then they leap
from one branch to another, all in a row. They snack on more fruit and munch on
leaves. Life is fun in the warm afternoon sun.

But on other days, the sky gets dark and rain starts fo pour like it was coming
from buckets. The rainfall makes Squirrel Monkey and his friends all wet. Soon, water
is dripping from their ears and faces, and from their arms and legs. Squirrel Monkey
does not like to be covered in liquid, so he whimpers and cries. He and all his friends
and family wrap their long tails around their bodies, and they huddle together to try
1o keep dry.

The rain falls all night without stopping. Squirrel Monkey feels soggy from all the
water on his fur. As the rain pounds, he wonders, "Will this monsoon never end?"

Their leader says, "We must build a house tomorrow, amanhd. A house will keep
us dry when it rains.”

Squirrel Monkey agrees. So does everyone else. Until they fall asleep, they all
chatter to each other, "Amanha, tomorrow, we will build a house.”

Then, surprise! It is daytime again. The sun is shining. Soggy Squirrel Monkey and
his friends and family open their eyes and stretch. “Look, the sun is out again! Come,
let's play,” they chatter o each other. Then Squirrel Monkey runs up and down the
trees, moist from last night's rain. He and his friends and family pick ripe, juicy fruit
for breakfast. Tomorrow, amanha, they will build a house. Why waste a sunny day
working? Sauirrel Monkey knows that sunny days are for playing and having fun

COMPREHENSION Which words help you understand what the rainforest
weather is like? Do you think that Squirrel Monkey and his family and friends
will ever build a house? Why or why not?
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Days 3 and 4

”

"*Amanha,’ So Say the Little Monkeys,
Vol. 1, pp. 36-37

Assessment

Pretest/Posttest Administration p. 70
Pretest/Posttest Blackline Masters
pp- 108-109

T18 e Curious About Words

attack v. to try to hurt We saw
a snake attack a mouse.

creatures n. living things Most
animals and insects are
creatures that live outdoors.

poison n. something that gets
inside living things and hurts or
kills them Some snakes kill
other animals with poison.

rodent n. a small animal with
large front teeth Mice and
squirrels are rodents.

slimy adj. slippery and sticky
Some people think snakes feel
slimy.

slither v. to move by sliding

Snakes slither along the
ground.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Ask: \What
do you know about snakes?
Prompt children to use the words
in their answers.

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud a story about
snakes. Then read aloud
“Snakes.” Discuss the
Comprehension questions.

category.

poison

Words About
How Snakes Hunt

Words About
What Snakes Hunt

A snake’s skin is shiny, but not
. (slimy)

What other creatures do you
think snakes hunt? Add these
words to the graphic
organizer. (Sample answer:
insects)

What comes out of the fangs
of some snakes? (poison)

What word tells how a snake
moves? (slither)



Day 3

Introduce Meanings

Explain Write each oral
vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example
for each word.

Words About Water

dripping v. coming down in
drops Rain was dripping from
my hat.

liquid n. anything that can flow
like water does Water is a
liquid.

moist adj. damp; a bit wet My

skin was moist from the sticky
weather.

monsoon n. a season of heavy
rains Many inches of rain fall
during the monsoon.

rainfall n. a shower of rain
Dark clouds often mean rainfall
will follow soon.

soggy adj. soaked / stepped in
a puddle and now my socks are

soggy.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Ask
questions such as these: Can you
name something other than
water that is a liquid? What is the
difference between moist and

soggy?

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud a story about
monkeys that don’t like the rain.
Then read aloud “/Amanhé&,’ So
Say the Little Monkeys.” Discuss
the Comprehension questions.

Day 4

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread
“Amanh4,’ So Say the Little
Monkeys.” At the end of each
sentence that includes an oral
vocabulary word, stop and repeat
the explanation of the word.
Then reread the sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
questions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the
category.

15-20 Minute
. ) Lessons

Words About |Words About
Kinds of Rain |Being Wet

monsoon soggy
rainfall moist
dripping

1. Is a monsoon a time of dry
weather or lots of rainfall?
(lots of rainfall)

2. Your socks might get soggy if
you . (Sample
answer: step in a puddle)

3. What liquid can be found in a
kitchen? What liquid comes
from the sky? (juice; rain)

4. Would the ground feel moist
before or after a rainstorm?
(after)
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Day 5

Deepen
Understanding

Review Repeat explanations for
all oral vocabulary words. Use the
definitions and examples from
Day 1 and Day 3.

Guide Partner Activities Have
partners work together to
complete each of the activities
below. Circulate and listen to
partners as they work. Provide
corrective feedback.

Categorize \Work with a partner.
Put these words in order from
driest to wettest: dripping, moist,
soggy, liquid. Give reasons for the
order you chose.

Examples Tell about times you
touched something slimy and saw
something slither. Name two
kinds of rodents.

Role-Play Pretend you and your
partner are squirrel monkeys. Talk
about whether you should build a
home on a sunny day. Use these
words: monsoon, rainfall,

dripping, soggy.

Draw Draw a picture of a
rainforest. Show some creatures
that live there.

Write Now write a description of
the rainforest you drew. Use
these words: attack, creatures,
poison.

Assess To assess what word
meanings children have learned,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 108-109. Use
page 70 to administer the test.
Compare scores with Day 1
assessment.
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