Lesson 5

Building a
Skyscraper

Have you ever seen a building that is so tall, it looks like it stretches up high
into the sky? These buildings are called skyscrapers. Thousands of people can live
or work in these tall buildings. Some skyscrapers can hold as many people as a
large town or a small city does. All these people must have water and electricity.
They must have heat and air conditioning. They must have stairs and elevators.
Because of this, building a skyscraper is a huge job with many important steps.

The planning for a skyscraper must be done very slowly and carefully. A
lot of work must be done before anyone can start to build. The architects, or
people who decide what the building will look like, need to ask themselves many
questions like these: Will the skyscraper be tall and skinny? Will it be short and
wide? How many windows will it have? How many stairs and elevators will it need?
Then the architects must answer all these questions. They draw pictures and
compose a plan to show what the skyscraper will look ike.

Once the skyscraper has been designed, the builders have a plan. They know
what the skyscraper will look like when it is done. But now they have to build it.

Many people will help build the skyscraper. They will do many different jobs. So

the builders plan out what each of these workers will do.

Finally, the skyscraper can be built! The builders have fo follow each step of the
plan in the right order. They cannot make any mistakes; if they do, the skyscraper
might not be a safe place. First, the workers dig a deep hole. They must dig
until they find solid rock to build on. Then the builders place footings in the hole.
Footings are like big pads. They help to keep the weight of the skyscraper
even on each side so it doesn't fip. Next, a frame is built. The frame is made of
concrete and strong steel beams. Slowly, workers add floors and walls to the
frame. Then they add wires and pipes for the water and electricity.

Soon the skyscraper is finished. It looks just like it did in the architects' plan!
The building is ready for people or businesses to move in.

People are building new skyscrapers all over the world. Do you think you would
like fo help build a skyscraper someday in the future?

COMPREHENSION What words help you understand the steps people
follow to build a skyscraper? Why does it take a lot of planning to build a
skyscraper?

Days 1 and 2
“Building a Skyscraper,” Vol. 1, pp. 18-19

Pl . O
7 Playground

"Let's use the seesaw first,” said Jon to his sister, Nicole.

"OK, but then I want fo try the swings," replied Nicole.

Jon and Nicole had spent all morning helping their parents unpack. They were
ready to explore their new neighborhood, and Mom had agreed to take them to
the playground.

When they got 1o the playground, the children froze. This was not the playground
they had expected fo find. The swings were missing and the seesaw was broken.
The climbing structure needed to be painted, and many of the boards on it were
broken. There was no sand in the sandbox. Tall weeds grew everywhere, and the
whole place needed to be cleared of trash. There was no way that anyone could
play there.

Mo, Jon, and Nicole decided to go home and think about a way to fix the
playground. "Why don't we ask our new neighbors to help?” Mom suggested. "If
we work together, I bet we can fix up that playground in one day.”

They got right to work talking to their neighbors and handing out fliers. The
neighbors were also excited about the idea! Some offered to bring supplies like
trash bags, rakes, gloves, hammers, nails, shovels, and paintbrushes. Others gave
them money to buy paint, sand, wood, swings, and flower seeds. Everyone agreed
1o clean up the playground the following Saturday.

When the day arrived, almost everyone in the neighborhood came to help. A
few of the adults started tearing down the broken wood. Jon and Nicole's dad
sharpened his saw and cut new pieces of wood. Other adults painted the climbing
structure, put up the new swings, filled the sandbox, and repaired the seesaw.
Children picked up the trash and planted a flower garden.

The day was a huge success. The labor was tiring, but all the neighbors agreed
that the hard work was worth it. They laughed and shared stories and got to know
each other better. And in no time at all, the new playground was a clean and safe
place for children to gather and play.

COMPREHENSION What words in the story tell you the playground needs
fixing? How do the neighbors work together to solve a problem?
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Days 3 and 4
“A New Playground,” Vol. 1, pp. 20-21

Assessment
Pretest/Posttest Administration p. 66

Pretest/Posttest Blackline Masters
pp- 100-101

T10 e Curious About Words

Day 1

Introduce Meanings

Assess To assess what word
meanings children already know,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 100-101. Use
page 66 to administer the test.

Explain Write each oral
vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example
for each word.

Words About Planning to

Build

building n. where people live
or work Many people work in
this tall building.

composed v. made or created
The roof of the building is
composed of steel.

designed v. made a plan of
what something will look like
He designed a model of the
new playground.

future n. a time to come What
Jjob would you like to have in
the future?

planning n. thinking about
something before doing it The
whole family enjoyed planning
our vacation.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Ask them
to describe a building they have
seen being built. Prompt them to
use other oral vocabulary words.

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud an article about
building a city skyscraper. Then
read aloud “Building a
Skyscraper.” Discuss the
Comprehension questions.

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread
“Building a Skyscraper.” At the
end of each sentence that
includes an oral vocabulary word,
stop and repeat the explanation
of the word. Then reread the
sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
qguestions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the
category.

Words About What
People Build

Words About Planning

designed

future

1. Name some kinds of buildings
people build. Add these
words to the graphic
organizer. (Sample answers:
house; skyscraper; store;
office)

2. James created a castle out of
sand. What is another word
that tells what James did?
(composed)

3. What word tells about both
tomorrow and next year?
(future)



Day 3

Introduce Meanings

Explain Write each oral
vocabulary word below on the
board. Read it aloud. Offer an
explanation and a brief example
for each word.

Words About Building or
Fixing

cleared v. got rid of Dad
cleared the dirt out of the old
engine before he fixed it.

labor n. hard, physical work
The labor of building the
playhouse made Mom and Dad
tired.

repair v. to fix Ron will repair
the broken chair.

sharpening v. making a sharp
edge so a tool can cut Dad is
sharpening his saw before
cutting the wood.

tearing v. pulling apart The
worker started tearing out the
old door so they could putin a
new one.

Discuss Guide children to see
the relationship between each
word and the category. Ask
questions such as these: \What are
some things you need to repair?
What tools have you seen
someone sharpening?

Read Aloud Explain that you
will read aloud a story about how
a neighborhood came together
to fix a playground. Then read
aloud “A New Playground.”
Discuss the Comprehension
questions.

Day 4

Categorize and
Classify

Reread and Explain Reread “A
New Playground.” At the end of
each sentence that includes an
oral vocabulary word, stop and
repeat the explanation of the
word. Then reread the sentence.

Use a Graphic Organizer Use
the graphic organizer and the
questions below to reinforce
understanding of the relationship
between each word and the
category.

Words
About
Cleaning

Words
About
Fixing

repair

cleared )
sharpening

1. What are some other words
about cleaning? Add these
words to the graphic
organizer. (Sample answers:
dusted; wipe; wash)

2. If someone wanted to build a
new house where an old
house stood, what would that
person need to do to the old
house? (tear it down)

3. Why might trees be cleared
from the land? (Sample
answers: to build a house
there; to let in more sunlight)
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Day 5

Deepen
Understanding

Review Repeat explanations for
all oral vocabulary words. Use the
definitions and examples from
Day 1 and Day 3.

Guide Partner Activities Have
partners work together to
complete each of the activities
below. Circulate and listen to
partners as they work. Provide
corrective feedback.

Categorize Make a list of four
things you might need to repair.
Show the list to your partner.

Examples Tell a partner one
thing you are planning to do in
the future.

Draw Work with a partner. Draw
a building that you would like to
make. After you have designed
the building, show your drawings
to other partners. Would it take a
lot of labor to build your house?

Write Compose a picture that
shows the four seasons of the
year. Write a label for each
season.

Discuss If you cleared the table
after dinner, what did you do?
Explain this to your partner.

Role-Play Demonstrate
sharpening a pencil and tearing a
sheet of paper.

Assess To assess what word
meanings children have learned,
copy and distribute the Pretest/
Posttest on pages 100-101. Use
page 66 to administer the test.
Compare scores with Day 1
assessment.
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