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Project Summary: This project entails the elements of short stories and 
suspense. The master of suspenseful short stories could arguably be Alfred 
Hitchcock. In this unit, students are exposed to Hitchcock’s elements of 
suspense as well as short stories that were produced on film by his TV 
series, Alfred Hitchcock presents. Students will be able to read and write 
suspenseful short stories. 
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Introduction: 
Project Description: This project is done during the short story unit of our curriculum 

calendar. The students are given various worksheets that entail the different facets of a 

short story. After the students understand the fundamentals of a short story, they then 

learn about suspense in a story. Typically, suspense stories cover dramatic and horror 

films. These students are able to relate to the teacher the various horror and dramatic 

films that they enjoy watching. This usually captures the interest of the students. I explain 

to them that during this unit, we are going to read and study only suspenseful and horror 

short stories. The first lesson that is taught is the meaning of suspense. The students then 

learn what techniques are used to implement suspense in a short story. At this point, I 

introduce them to Alfred Hitchcock. Most students have never heard of him, which 

makes the lesson more intriguing. We read several articles that show Hitchcock’s 

definition of suspense and the techniques he uses to achieve suspense. After we read the 

packet, “Elements of Suspense from Alfred Hitchcock”, I show students a short clip of 

his classic movie Psycho from www.youtube.com. The students watch the famous 

shower scene twice; the first time to watch and the second time to analyze the effects and 

elements of suspense that are used in the clip. Afterwards, we read several short 

suspenseful stories. Most of the short stories read in class have been redone on film by 

Hitchcock’s TV series, Alfred Hitchcock Presents. The students are able to watch the 

episode in class after they finish reading the short story. All of the episodes are played on 

www.hulu.com. Students enjoy being able to watch what they read. This also helps the 

audiovisual learners. 

 

Educational Value: The students are educated about the various aspects of a short story. 

The also become familiar with Alfred Hitchcock and the elements of suspense in a story. 

Students come to realize that it is the suspense that makes the reader cringe and not the 

blood and violence.  
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Lesson Plans: 
Lesson 1 

Objective: to have students recognize and understand the elements of short stories 

(literature) and suspense. Students will analyze the different facets that make a 

suspenseful story. 

Materials: Worksheet on elements of literature, elements of suspense from Alfred 

Hitchcock, Internet, LCD Projector, and class textbooks. 

Intro: Pass out elements of literature worksheet. Show the students that the definitions of 

the worksheet are in their textbooks. 

Independent Time: Give students about 15 minutes to look up the vocabulary words in 

their textbooks. Make sure they also do the paragraph writing part of the worksheet. 

Guided Practice: As a class, review all of the vocabulary words from the elements of 

literature worksheet. Afterwards, have students write down the word suspense. Ask 

students what they think suspense means. Later, define the word as a class. Ask the 

students what the elements of suspense are. Write down the different components of 

suspense. 

Literary Activity: Introduce Alfred Hitchcock to the class. Give a brief history and pass 

out the packet of Elements of Suspense by Alfred Hitchcock. Read the packet as a class 

and review the highlighted elements. Afterwards, show a clip of Psycho. Ask the class to 

identify the elements of suspense in the movie clip. 

Reading Activity: After showing the movie clip, have students read the story A Man 

With A Problem. Afterwards, show the TV episode of the story from the series Alfred 

Hitchcock Presents: A Man With A Problem. 

 

Lesson 2 

Objective: To read the story The Right Kind of House and identify the elements of 

suspense. The students will also participate in a literary writing activity. 

Intro.: Have students read the story, The Right Kind of House by Henry Slesar. Remind 

students that after the reading they will watch the TV episode from Alfred Hitchcock 

Presents. 
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Writing Activity: After reading and analyzing the story as a class, have students answer 

the questions on the last page of the packet. Next, have students re-write the ending of the 

story. Read the edited endings out loud in class. 

Media: Have students watch the TV episode. After, have them compare and contrast the 

TV show and the written story. Ask what modern actors they would have play the roles if 

they were to remake the TV episode today. 

 

Lesson 3 

Objective: To help students write their own suspenseful story using the elements of 

literature and techniques learned form Alfred Hitchcock. 

Intro.: Have students help you make a list of all of the short suspenseful stories read in 

class. There should be around 10 stories. After making the list, have students write down 

the different components of suspense of each story. Have a discussion about each one.  

Independent: Pass out the template of “how to write a scary story”. Have students answer 

the questions on the template. Afterwards, have students start writing a rough draft of 

their short suspenseful story. Modification (if applicable): Remind the students that this is 

not only an assignment, but also a contest. The best short story will win a prize. The top 

two winners will also have their stories submitted to mystery magazine, sponsored by the 

Alfred Hitchcock franchise. 

 

Student Impact: 
Students learn the elements of a story, the elements of suspense, and how to write a 

suspenseful story. Students also learn about Alfred Hitchcock and his techniques to 

achieve suspense. Students are exposed to different styles of writing, plot strategies, and 

character development. Such recognition is part of the CAHSEE exam and state 

standards. 

 

Assessment: 
There are various tools that are used to measure the impact of student learning. One is 

student participation. If the students are enthused and participate in the class discussion, 

they are engaged. Another tool is short quizzes. After some of the short stories, quizzes 
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are given to check for understanding. In addition, study guide worksheets and writing 

activities compliment most of the stories.  
 

Standards: 
Reading 3.3 – Analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary 

text and explain the way those interactions affect the plot. 

Reading 3.6 – Analyze and trace an author’s development of time and sequence, 

including the use of complex literary devices. 

Writing Application 2.2 – Response to literature 

Writing Application 2.1 – Narrative 

 

Materials/Budget: 
Some of the equipment used for this project: 

Computer/Internet – youtube.com, hulu.com, themysteryplace.com 
DVD Collection and Books – Alfred Hitchcock’s Supernatural Tales of Terror and 

Suspense (Book; 1 copy); Alfred Hitchcock Presents Stories not for the Nervous (Book; 1 

copy); Alfred Hitchcock’s Tales for Late Night (1 copy; Book); Alfred Hitchcock 

Presents: Seasons 1-4 (DVD); Alfred Hitchcock Masterpiece Collection of Movies 

(DVD).  
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