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ection 1: Landforms and Resource

e o South
bordered

ontinent of peninsulas
s and oceans.

e o A wide varie sources helps

sustain life in the r




Mountains and Plateaus

2 Indian Subcontinent
ndia, Pakistan, gladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the I\/Ialdlve
Subcontinent—I that’s smaller than a continent
called Indian Subc e India dominates the region

e Though half the size n#;f world’s people
e Natural barriers separate s rom rest of Asia
ian Ocean surrounds rest

- ' mountains form northern bo
- Arabian Sea to west, Bay of B | to east
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Continued Mountains and Plateaus _

Northern M
e South Asia f East Africa
- split off 50 lided with Central Asia

- collision of tecto
mountain ranges

e Himalaya Mountains
ranges

- include world’s tallest m tain—Mt. Everest
- form barrier between Indiah subcontinent and China
- kingdoms of Nepal, Bhutan are also in these mountains

mile-long system of parallel



Continued Mountains and Plateaus _

Northern

o At west
Pakistan, A

- historically block
tribes

- Khyber Pass is one
through the mountai

e Karakoram Mountains‘are in northeastern part
of Himalayas

- include world’s second highest peak;, K2

sh mountains separate
from Central Asian

e major land routes



Continued Mountains and Plateaus _

Southern

e Tectonic
mountain ra

* -Vindhya Rang in
e o Deccan Plateau co

e o \Western, Eastern G
Deccan Plateau

- block moist winds and rain, making Deccan
mostly arid

also created smaller

much of southern India
s: mountain ranges flank



Rivers, Deltas, and Plains

Great Rivers
e Northern Indi
- lies between D

- is formed by three
Himalayas

* Indus River flows west, t
Arabian Sea

e Ganges River flows east ac northern India

e Brahmaputra winds east, the west, south through
Bangladesh

e Ganges and Brahmaputra meet, form delta, flow into
Bay of Bengal

getic, Plain:
rthega mountain ranges
foriginate in

th through Pakistan to




Continued Rivers, Deltas, and Plain

Fertile Plains
e Rivers irriga

- overflow dep
farmlands

® [ndo-Gangetic Plain h
farms

e Heavily populated area 3/5 of India’s people

- area’s big cities: New Delhi,Kolkata in India; Dakha in
Bangladesh

e Plain is drier to west between Indus, Ganges
e The Thar, or Great Indian Desert, lies to the south

rry rich alluvial soil
lluvial plains—rich

\ )
the world’s maost fertile




Offshore Islands

anka: The Subcontinent’s “Tear Drop”

sland in Indian Qcean, off India’s
southeastern

Large, tear-shapt
- tropical Iand

mountains dommate cent

e Many small rivers flow fro ountains
down to lowlands

Northern side has low hills, rolling farmlandfg. . -

Island is circled by coastal plain, long palm-
fringed beaches :




Continued Offshore Islands

e Maldive o—island group—of
1,200 smal

e -stretch north to
coast, near equator

e o |slands are atolls—
volcanoes

e -surrounded by coral re.efs, shallow lagoons
e Total land area of Maldives is 115 square miles
- only 200 islands are inhabited

miles off Indian

-lying tops of submerged




tural Resources|

Water and Soil

e \Water and soil resource
fishing

¢ River systems help enrich | with alluvial soil, water

- large- and small-scale irrigatio’\ projects divert water to
farmlands

Types of fish include mackerel, sardines, carp,.catfish
aters provide transportation, power
1a, Pakistan work to harness hydroelectric power




Continued Natural Resources

brests
Indian rain for
- also bamboo

e Bhutan’s and , ' d forests have pine, fir,
softwoods

e Deforestation is a sevet

- causes soil erosion, flood dslides, loss of wildlife
habitats

sts produce hardwoods like sal and teak

Sri Lanka



Continued Natural Resources

Minerals

¢ India is fourt
uranium

e Pakistan, Bangla

e [ron ore from India’s D
exported

e Other minerals: mangane
copper

* [ndia has mica for electrical e!uipment and growing
computer industry

e [ndia is known for diamonds; Sri Lanka for sapphires, rubies

| production, has petroleum,

resources
used in steel industry,

ypsum, chromium, bauxite,




Section 2: Climate and Vegetation

e Climate c i South Asia range from

ountains to intense



limate—Wet and Dry, Hot and ColcN

Climate Zones

e Cold highland z¢ yas, other northern mountains

e Humid subtrop epal, Bhutan), Indo-Gangetic Plain
e Semiarid zone o Plateau is warm with light rain
e Desert zone covers €@ 88t India, south Pakistan

e Tropical wet zone in Sri Lank
- Cherrapunji, India, holds rainf

. -




ntinued Climate—Wet and Dry,
andCold

Monsoons and Cyclone
e Monsoons—seasonal wi
- dry winds blow from nort October—February

- moist ocean winds blow frof southwest June—September

- moist winds bring heavy rainfz’ll, especially in southwest,
Ganges Delta

- unpredictable; cause hardship in lowlands of India,
Bangladesh

Cyclone—violent storm with fierce winds, heavy rain |
Bangladesh low coastal region swamped by high.waves 4




Vegetation: Desert to Rain Forest

Vegetation Zo

e Forested trop
Bangladesh

- lush rain forests o
e Highland forests of pin India, Nepal, Bhutan

e Humid subtropical river v ¥foothills have sal, oak,
chestnut

e | ess vegetation in semiarid .eas; desert shrubs, grasses
- Deccan Plateau, Thar Desert

e Sri Lanka’s tropical wet and dry climate produces grasses,
trees

India’s west coast, south




Section 3: Human-Environment
Interaction

e Rivers p

i the lives of South
Asians. q

¥

ooding pose great
Asian countries.

b

e \Water pollution
challenges to Sou




Living Along the Ganges

other Ganges
Ganges is the best-known South Asian river
- it’s shorter thafgthe Indus, Brahmaputra

- flows 1,500 mi




Continued Living Along the Ganges |

e Hinduism is

e To Hindus, the
of the goddess Gan

e Hindus believe water
temples line its banks

- pilgrims come to bathe, skatter ashes of dead

- at sacred site of Varanasi they gather daily for
prayer, purification

float baskets of flowers, burning candles on water

f most Indians
*he sacred home

e healing powers;



Continued Living Along the Ganges |

A Polluted Ri

e Centuries o e Ganges most polluted river
in world

- sewage, industria dies poison the
water

- users get stomach and i nal diseases, hepatitis,

typhoid, cholera

e [n 1986, government pla
regulations

- today few plants are operational, factories still dump
waste

Clean up will take time, money, a change in how people
See river '

gewage treatment plants,



Controlllng the Fenl Rlver

e Wide, slow-moving ri
coastal plain

- flat, marshy area floods d
mMonsoon rains

e Cyclones bring storm surge
low areas

- sea water surges up river into flatlands, flooding
villages

e [n 1980s, Bangladesh builds earthen dam over river’s
mile-wide mouth

et season due to

high waters that swamp




Continued Controlling the Feni Rive

Using People

e Bangladesh
build dam

e Use cheap materi

- lay bamboo mats, wei
of clay

e Build partial closure, thefl#€lose Feni completely
February 28, 1985 b

- when tide goes out 15,000 workers fill gaps with
600,000 bags

- seven hours later the dam is closed

ulation’s unskilled workers to

\ :
oulders, cover with bags



inued Controlling the Feni gz
River YA

ompleting the&iDam

Dump trucksearthimovers raise
clay dam to he :

- put concrete, brick o
road on top

e South Asia’s largest estuagy—arm
of sea at river’s lower end—dam

Dam holds against cyclones and
torm surges

oes and lands are protected




