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Soil Formation

* Soil - the loose, weathered material on
Earth's surface in which plants can grow

e How is soil formed? - Soil is formed as
rock is broken down by weathering and
mixes with other materials on the
surface

» Bedrock - solid layer of rock benesyss
the soil, soil is always being forme:
whenever it is exposed
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Life in Soil

« Some soil organisms mix the soil and
make spaces in it for air and water.
Other soil organisms make humus, which
makes soil fertile.

* Litter - the loose layer of dead plant
leaves and stems on the surface of the
soil

» Decomposers - organisms that break
down dead organisms and digest them
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