Grade 8 SBAC- The Internet: Fundamental Right or Luxury?

Student Directions:
Part 1 (35 minutes)

Your assignment:

You will read several articles, taking notes on these sources and
answering three questions about the sources. You will then
prepare and deliver an oral presentation concerning your opinion
of the issue of whether Internet access is a fundamental right.

Steps you will be following:

In order to plan, compose, and give your speech, you will do all
of the following:

1) Read three articles.

2) Answer three questions about the sources.

3) Plan and deliver your presentation.

Directions for beginning:

You will now read three articles. Take notes because you may
want to refer back to your notes while writing your essay. You
can refer back to any of the sources as often as you like,

Article 1 Internet access is 'a fundamental right'......... March 8, 2010
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/8548190.stm

Article 2 Internet Access Is Not a Human Right............ January 4,
2012
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/05/opinion/internet-access-is-not-a-
human-right.html

Article 3 United Nations report: Internet access is a human right
June 3, 2011
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/2011/06/united-nations-report-
internet-access-is-a-human-right.htmil

Questions

Use your remaining time to answer the gquestions below. Your
answers to these questions will be scored. Also, they will help
you think about the sources you've read and viewed, which
should help you write your presentation. You may click on the
appropriate buttons to refer back to the sources when you think
it would be helpful. You may also refer to your notes. Answer the
questions in the spaces provided below them.
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1) Of the three source articles, which article most clearly appeals to the
reader’s emotions? Support your answer with details from the article
you choose.

2} Which source provides the most relevant information for a reader who
is interested in what surveys reveal about Internet rights? Support
your answer with details from the article you choose.

3) Of the three sources, which contains the most ideas with which you
agree? Explain why you agree with the arguments presented in the
article. Support your answer with details from the article.

Part 2 (70 minutes)

You will now have 70 minutes to review your notes and sources,
plan, draft, and deliver your speech. While you may use your
notes and refer to the sources, you must work on your own. You
may also refer to the answers you wrote to earlier questions, but
you cannot change those answers. Now read your assignment
and the information about how your speech will be scored, and
then begin your work.

Your Assignment

The availability of Internet access varies in many places around
the world. Some countries have taken steps to increase people’s
access to the Internet, while other countries feel it is up to the
individual to gain access. Some countries even restrict personal
access to the Internet. Is access to the Internet a human right or
a luxury? You will write a draft of a speech and create any
supplementary materials you may need for your presentation.
Support your opinion with details from the sources you have
read.
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divisions on the question of government oversight of some aspects of
the net.
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Analysts say that is a problem many countries will increasingly have to
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The BBC survey found that 87% of internat users felt internet access
should be the “fundamental right of all people”.

More than 70% of nan-users felt that they should have access to the
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Countries such as Mexico, Brazil and Turkey most strongly support Lhe
idea of nek access as a right, the survey found.

More than 90% of those surveyed in Turkey, for example, statecd that
internet access is a fundamental right - more than those in any other
European Country.
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In Japan, Mexico and Russia around three-gquarters of respondents said
they could not cope without it,

Most of those questioned also said that they belleved the web had a
positive impact, with nearly four in five saying it had brought them
greater freedom.

However, many web users also expressed concerns. The dangars of
fraud, the ease of access to violent and explicit content and warries
aver privacy were the most cancerning aspects for those questioned.

A majority of users in Japan, South Korea and Germany felt that they
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India and Ghana there was much more confidence about speaking out.
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Internet Access Is Not a Human Right
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It is no surprise, then, that the protests have raised questions about whether Internet
access is or should be a civil or human right, The issue is particularly acute in countries
whose governments clamped down on Internet access in an attempt to quell the protesters.
In June, ¢iting the uprisings in the Middle East and North Afiica, a report by the United
Nations' special rapporteur went so far as to declare that the Internet had “become an
indispensable tool for realizing a range of human rights.” Over the past few years, courts
and parliaments in countries like France and Estonia have pronounced Internet access a
human right.

But that argument, however well meaning, misses a larger point: technology is an enabler
of rights, not a right itself. There is a high bar for something 1o be considered a human
right. Loosely put, it must be among the things we as humans need in order to lead healthy,
meaningful lives, like freedom from torture or freedom of conseience. It is a mistake to
place any particular technology in this exalted category, since over time we will end up
valuing the wrong things. For example, at one time if you didn’t have a horse it was hard to
make a living. But the important right in that case was the right to make a living, not the
right to a horse, Today, if I were granted a right to have a horse, I'm not sure where I would
put it.

The best way to characterize human rights is to identify the outcomes that we are trying to
ensure. These include critical freedoms like freedom of speech and freedom of access to
information — and those are not necessarily bound to any particnlar technology at any
particular time. Indeed, even the United Nations report, which was widely hailed as
declaring Internet access a human right, acknowledged that the Internet was valuable as a
means to an end, not as an end in itself,

What about the claim that Internet access is or should be a civil right? The same reasoning
above can be applied here — Internet access is always just a tool for obtaining something
else more important — though the argument that it is a civil right is, [ concede, a stronger
one than that it is a human right. Civil rights, after all, are difterent from human rights
because they are conferred upon us by law, not intrinsic to us as human beings,
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Internet access as a civil right, because ensuring access is a policy made by the
government.

Yet all these philosophical arguments overlook a more fundamental issue: the
responsibitity of technology creators themselves to support human and civil rights. The
Internet has introduced an enormously accessible and egalitarian platform for ereating,
sharing and obtaining information on a global scale. As a result, we have new ways to allow
people to exercise their hwman and civil rights.

In this context, engineers have not only a tremendous obligation to empower users, but
also an obligation to ensure the safety of users online, That means, for example, protecting
users from specific harms like viruses and worms that silently invade their computers,
Technologists should work toward this end.

It is engineers — and our professional associations and standards-setting bodies like the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers — that create and maintain these new
capabilities. As we seek to advance the state of the art in technology and its use in society,
we must be conscious of our civil responsibilities in addition to our engineering expertise.

Improving the Internet is just one means, albeit an important one, by which to improve the
human condition. It must be done with an appreciation for the civil and human rights that
deserve protection — without pretending that access itself is such a right.

Vinton G. Cerf, a fellow at the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, is a vice
president and chief Internet evangelist for Google.
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United Nations report: Internet access is a human right

June 3, 2011 | 02 42pm
Internet access is a human right, according to a Lnited Mations veport released on Friday.

"Given that the Internet has become an indispensable tool for realizing a range of hwinan rights, combating
inequality, and aceelerating development and human progress, ensuring universal access to the Internet should be a
priority for all states,” said the report from Frank La Rue, a special rapportenr to the United Nations, who wrote the
document “on the promoticn and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression.”

La Rue said in his report that access to the Internet is particularly important during times of political wnrest, as
demonstrated by the recent "Arab Spring” uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, amoog other couniries,

From the report:

The Special Rapporteur believes that the Internet is one of the most powerful instruments of the 21st contutry
for inereasing transparency in the conduct of the powerful, access to information, and for facilitating active citizen participation in building
democratic socielies,

Indeed, the recent wave of demonstrations in countries across the Middle East and North African region has shown the key role that the lnternet can
play in mobilizing the population to call for justice, equality, accountability and better respect for human rights.

The report notes that while the Internet has been in existence sinee the 19608, it is the way people now use the [nternet, across
the world and across age groups, with "incorporation into virtually every aspect of modern human life,” that makes the
Internet an unprecedented force.

DOCUAMENT: Read the United Nations report

“According to the [nternational Telecommunication Urtion, the total number of Internet users worldwide is now over 2
billion," the report said, also pointing out the buge growth in the number of active users on Facebook, which has surged from
150 million in 2009 to 600 million tlis year.

La Rue also urges governments to eschew laws that allow for people’s aceess to the Internet to be blocked.

From the report:

The Special Rapporteur remains eoncerned that legitimate online expression is being criminalized in contravention of
States’ international human rights obligations, whether it is through the application of existing criminal laws to online
expression, or through the ereation of new laws specifically designed to criminalize expression on the Internet,

Such laws are often justified as bemg necessary to protect individuals' reputation, national security or to counter lerrorisin. However, in practice,
they are frequently used to censor content that the Government and other powerful entities do not like or agree with.

La Rue describes the Internet as "revelutionary" and unlike any other eommunication medium such as radio, television or printed publications, which are
"based on one-way transmission of infermation.”

The Internet, on the other hand, is an “interactive medium™ that allows not only for the sharing of imformation, but also “ecollaboration in the ereation of
content,” which makes people "no longer passive recipients, but also active publishers of information.”

As such, the Internet can be a tool of empowerment and aid in the protection of and access to olher oman vights -- as well as contributing to growth
economically, socially and politically -- benefiting mankind as a whole.

From the report:

Such plattormis are particularly valuable in countries where there is no independent media, as they enable individuals to share eritical views and to
find objective information.

Furthermare, producers of traditional media can also use the Inteymet to greatly expand their audiences al nominal cost. More generally, by enabling
individuals to exchange information and ideas instantaneously and inexpensively acress national borders, the Iernet allows aceess to information
and knowledge that was previously unattainable,

This, in turn, contributes to the discovery of the truth and progress of society as a whole.

But while La Rue argues that Internet access iz a basie hwman right, he also notes that giving people that right isn'l ¥et always feasible in every pation. Bui that
shouldn't stop governments froimn trying to give their people atfordable access to the Weh,

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/201 1/06/united-nations-report-internet-access-is...  4/8/2013
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From the report:

Given that access to basic commodities such as electricity vemains difficult in many developing States, the Special Rapporieur is acutely aware that
universal access to the Internet for all individuals worl dwide cannet be achieved instanily.

However, the Special Rapporteur reminds all States of their positive obligation to premote or to facilitate the enjoyment of the right to freedom of
expression and the means necessary te exercise this right, including the Internet,

Hence, States should adopt effective and concrete policies and strategies — developed in consultation with individuals from all segments of society,
ineluding the private sector as well as relevant Government ministeies -— to make the Internet widely available, accessible and affordable to all.
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