
 

Dear Parents and/or Guardians, 

It is that time of year again.  It is time for our annual Science Fair!  This valuable experience will 

help your child begin to think scientifically.  It is a wonderful opportunity to work together as a 

family and explore science themes.  We look forward to seeing many projects represented from 

our students on display. 

Science Fair projects are optional for all grade levels.  The attached informational packet will 

provide you with important information, suggested topics, how to conduct a science fair project, 

display guidelines, and a time line to keep your child on target.  We do have a very limited amount 

of Science Fair display boards on sale for $7.00.  On a first come first serve basis.  Please contact Misty 

Burtz at mburtz@forsyth.k12.ga.us if you are interested.   

Each class will have one project selected to enter the school science fair.  Winners from the 

school wide Science Fair will have their projects displayed at County Office.  We encourage you 

to guide your child and provide some help, but not complete the project for them.  The most 

important aspect is what they learn by doing it.  If you have any further questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact the science fair coordinator Misty Burtz at mburtz@forsyth.k12.ga.us.   

Thank you in advance for your support.  We look forward to seeing many interesting projects on 

display.   

 

Sincerely, 

Misty Burtz 

Science Fair Coordinator 

770-887-7705 Ext. 730451 

mburtz@forsyth.k12.ga.us 
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 This packet includes information needed for our 

upcoming school-wide science fair.  The following 

items are included: 

• Steps Involved in Conducting a Science Fair 

Project 

• Science Fair Paper Guidelines 

• What is the Scientific Method? 

• Science Fair Topic and Ideas 

• Displaying a Science Fair Project 

• Science Fair Project Time Line 

• Silver City Elementary Guidelines 

Thank you in advance for helping make the first 

annual north cluster Science Fair a success! 

Misty Burtz 

CMES Science Fair Coordinator 



 

 

Steps to Prepare a Science Project 

 

1. Select a Topic - See the ideas list (projects are not limited to this list).  
Remember – a Science Fair Project is a test you do to find an answer to a 
question.  It is not just showing what you know about something. 

 
2. Gather Background Information - Gather information about your topic 

from books, magazines, the internet, people and companies.  Keep notes 
about where you got your information. 

 

3. Scientific Method –  
State the purpose of your experiment – What are you trying to find out? 
Select one variable (something you will change/vary) that will help you find 
your answer.   
State your hypothesis -  your guess about what the answer will be.   
Decide on and describe how you will change the thing you selected.   
Decide on and describe how you will measure your results.  Results must be 
measureable. 
 

4. Run controlled Experiment and Record Data – Do the experiment as 
described above.  Keep notes in one place.  Write down everything you can 
think of; you might need it later.  The experiment should be preformed three 
times (three trials). 
 

5. Graphs and Charts – What happened?  Answer that question, and then put 
the results in graphs and charts. 

 

6. Construct an Exhibit or Display – It has to be neat, but it does NOT have 
to be typed.  Make it fun, but be sure people can understand what you did.  
Show that you used the scientific method. If you use photographs of you 
doing the experiment, please do not photograph your face. 

 

7. Write a Short Report – Tell the story of your project – tell what you did 
exactly and how you did it.  Include a page that shows where you gathered 
background information.  It can be two pages or even more.  Use “paper 
guidelines” to help you out. 
 



 
 

Science Fair Paper Guidelines 
 

Using your notes you can make a first-class science fair project by writing a 
good paper explaining what you did. 
 
Title Page 
List the parts of your report and the page numbers where they begin.  You’ll have to 
make this page after the others. 

• Introduction 
• Hypothesis 

• Research 
• Procedures/Experiment 
• Etc. 

Introduction 

The introduction is one paragraph that tells the whole story.  One way to do this is to 
write a sentence for each idea in the scientific method.  Make one sentence for 

Purpose, one telling what experiment or test you did, etc. 

Hypothesis and Background Research 

State your purpose in more detail; What made you think of this project?  Tell what you 
found out from the books or other sources you used to learn about your topic, and be 
sure those sources are listed in your bibliography. 

Procedures/Experiment 

List the materials you used and what you did.  If drawings will make it clearer, draw on 
separate pages and pit in this section.  Explain in detail things you made. 

Results 

Describe what happened, and what you observed.  Show your data (graphs and charts 

are useful for this). 

Conclusion 

Describe your interpretation of the results.  Look over your notes, charts, and log.  
Write what you think your data shows.  You may put your opinions here.  Was your 
hypothesis correct?  Don’t be afraid to say that you might have made a mistake 



somewhere.  Great discoveries can come from what we learn from our  

mistakes! 

What is the Scientific Method? 

The Scientific Method features these steps: 

1.  Purpose 
• Identify a problem 

• What do you want to find out? 
 

2.  Hypothesis 

• Make an intelligent guess 
• What do you think will happen? 
 

3.  Materials 

• Gather materials needed to do the experiment 
• What materials do you need to use? 
 

4.  Procedures 

• Things done to solve the problem 
• What will you do to find out the solution to your 
problem? 
 

5.  Collect Data from Trials and Tests 

• Methods of recording data 
• What things can you count and measure? 

• Three trials should be completed 
 

6.  Results 

• Observe what happened 

• What happened when you did your experiment? 
 

7.  Conclusions 

• Answers to the questions 



• What did you learn from the experiment and how is it 

related to your everyday life? 

Coal Mountain Elementary School 

Science Fair Time Line 

Keeping a schedule for yourself would be highly useful.  It will 
keep you on task at a reasonable rate and help eliminate a last-
minute rush.  Generally six weeks should be plenty of time to 

complete a project. 

 

Brainstorm       January 14, 2012 

• Choose topic 

Research       January 19, 2012 

• Identify research variables 
• Gather information 
• Write bibliography 
• Write hypothesis 

Experiment       January 24, 2012 

• Write procedure 
• Identify the variable 
• Gather materials 

• Conduct experiment 

Record Results      January 30, 2012 

• Write Observation 
• Prepare graphs and charts 

Draw Conclusions      February 3, 2012 

Write Report      February 6, 2012 

Prepare Exhibit      February 7, 2012 

Bring Project to school (judging week)  February 10, 2012 

School Science Fair Night    February 23, 2012 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 


