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Note * To make sure the summary is objective, do not include your opinion.*

Example Objective Summary:

In the article, 1“You Can Grow Your Intelligence,” » Larry

- Blackwell s suggests athat intelligence is not something you are born
with, but instead everyone has the ability to grow their brain. ;70
introduce his idea, Blackwell uses the analogy of weightlifting and
building muscle to illustrate how an individual can increase his or her
intelligence. s Next, by studying the brain of both animals and young
children, Blackwell was able to conclude that environment and
experience play a critical role in brain development. 7 [n conclusion,
believes just as athletes exercise and practice to build their skills, so
should everyone who wants to increase their intelligence.

Use the guide to label the parts of the summary above. (word bank; verb
for purpose, author, transition word, title, main idea of the whole article)

1. 2. 3.
4. 5. 6.




- ALJ S The Literary Element of Theme

Theme is:
« the central, underlying, and controlling idea or insightof a work
of literature.
« the idea the writer wishes to convey about the subject—the
writer's view of the world or a revelation about human nature.

Theme is NOT:
« expressed in a single word
« the purpose of a work
« the moral ) i
« the conflict

Identifying the Theme in Five Steps

To identify the theme, be sure that you've first identified the story’s
plot, the way the story uses charactenzation, and. the prlmary CDf}ﬂlCt
in the stary a

Use these steps to determme the theme for a work:

) 1. ._Summarlze the plot by wrlt'ng a one-sentence description forthe
e “~exposition, the. conﬂlct the fising actlon the cl:max thehfaihng L
‘ =.act|on and the l’ESO]LItIDI'L : B . o

2. :;;.clentlﬁf the subject of the work

3. Identlfy the ms:ght or truth that was learned about the subject
. How did’the protagonist change? “:.
. ‘What Iesson did the protagonlst !earn from the resolutlon :
‘of the confhct“’ Lo . R '

4. State how the plot presents the primary insight or truth about
'the sub]ect BT "

Sa

5. Write one or more generalized, declarative sentences that state
whai"was Iearned and haw it was learned o

Theme Litinus Test

e Is the theme suppmted"bv evidence fn:;r*n the werk itself? | —=é3
o Are all the author's chcnces of plot, character confllcl: and tone
contrcrlled by thts theme? '




