I. Delaware University/College Programs of Teacher Education
Pursuant to the provisions of Delaware Code, Title 14, Section 122(b)(7), the Department of Education is authorized to approve courses in teacher education leading to state certification of teachers.  Approvals are in accordance with policy adopted by the Department of Education on May 25, 1967, to use USDE Circular #351, Standards for State Approval of Teacher Education as the basis for program approval in Delaware; in 1989 the 1967 Standards were revised and updated for use in all teacher education program evaluations.  For each approval, an evaluation team is appointed to review the self-analysis report submitted by the institution for each program, and to validate the information in those reports through on-site visitation.

The review, visitation and report of the evaluation team satisfy the provisions of Delaware Code, Title 14, Chapter 82, Interstate Agreement on Qualification of Educational Personnel.  Fully approved programs are listed with both the National Association of State directors of Teacher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) and Interstate Agreement on Qualifications for Educational Personnel as programs approved for purposes of Interstate Reciprocity.  

Programs approved by the State Board of Education through the above process satisfy only course and degree requirements for various certificates.  Completion of any such programs does not necessarily satisfy the non-academic prerequisites which may be necessary for a specific certificate, e.g., specific background requirements, experience requirements, basic skills tests, etc.  Candidates for degrees should be advised that there may be other requirements for certification beyond course and degree completion to become certified for a particular specialty in Delaware or another state.  

Teacher Education and Certification programs provided by institutions of higher education in Delaware must be evaluated at least every five to seven years.  Minor reviews are conducted annually or when needed to grant initial approval to new or modified programs.  NASDTEC standards are used for the process of review.  These standards (1989 edition), were initially adopted by the State Board of Education in 1967.  According to the specifications of the NASDTEC standards, the “approved program approach” to Teacher Education and Certification involves the following:  

1. The development of programs for professional education by an institution in accordance with established standards.

2. The official review and evaluation of each of the proposed programs using the approved standards and procedures adopted by the state education agency.

3. The understanding that professional education candidates engaged in state-approved programs will, upon successful completion of such programs (as attested to by the institution), be entitled to official recognition and, therefore, certification by the State Certification office.

4. The reevaluation of approved programs every five years.

5. The official listing of approved programs for reciprocity purposes.

An approved program as required by the State of Delaware includes a particular pattern of general education, professional education, and subject specialization.  These areas are covered in the NASDTEC Standards for State approval of Teacher Education, and are addressed in the self-study and reviewed during the on-site visit.  

 In 1995, the State of Delaware entered into a partnership agreement with the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).  The NCATE state partnership program saves states and institutions time and expense by reducing duplication of paperwork and effort as the result of only one review for the two processes.  It also fosters communication among NCATE, the states and institutions; and promotes professional norms for the accreditation of teacher education.  

In 1987, NCATE redesigned its standards and structure.  As a part of the structural redesign, states and NCATE were able to join forces through what is known today as “State/NCATE partnerships:  to coordinate state program approval and NCATE accreditation reviews.  The NCATE State Partnership Board (SPB) is composed of representatives from all NCATE quadrants---teachers, teacher educators, subject matter specialists and policy makers.  Policy makers hold the majority of seats on the SPB.  The SPB establishes policy for the NCATE Partnership program; reviews applications from states seeking partnership status; and, approves Partnership agreements.  

A state that wishes to become an NCATE partnership state must submit an application package to the NCATE State Partnership Board.  The state must respond to various conditions set by NCATE for entering into a Partnership agreement and make decisions about use of standards, composition of the on-site team and the report format.  In addition, the state must submit its program standards for review by NCATE’s national specialty organizations.  Finally, the state must develop a protocol for conducting joint state program and NCATE accreditation reviews of an institution.  

Each state---through its program approval process---has sole authority for determining which teacher education institutions may operate and which programs they may offer.  

NCATE---through its unit accreditation process---confers national accreditation on the professional education unit within the college or university.  The state determines the consequence (if any) of NCATE accreditation.  

II. Degree Programs at Private Institutions of Higher Education Located in Delaware

No corporation which intends to operate, or have a subsidiary corporation or other entity operate an institution of higher education, or to award degrees may be or continue to be incorporated in Delaware, without first obtaining approval of the institution of higher education by the Delaware State Board of Education, pursuant to 8 Delaware Code Section 125, which states:  

No corporation (created under the provisions of this chapter) organized after April 18, 1945, shall have power to confer academic or honorary degrees unless the certificate of incorporation or an amendment thereof shall expressly provide and unless the certificate of incorporation or an amendment thereof prior to its being filed in the office of the Secretary of State shall have encoded thereon the approval of the State Board of Education of this State.  …Approval shall be granted only when it appears to the reasonable satisfaction of the State Board of Education that the corporation is engaged in conducting a bonafide institution of higher learning, giving instructions in arts and letter, science, or the professionals, or that the corporation proposes, in good faith, to engage in that field and has or will have the resources, including personnel, requisite for the conduct of an institution of higher learning.”  

The standards for establishment of a degree-granting institution in Delaware are set out in the publication, Policies, Standards and Procedures for Approving Degree Granting Institutions of Higher Education.  The standards cover the following areas:  

Purposes and Objectives


Program

Administrative Organization


Graduation Requirements

Financial Administration


Facilities

Student Personnel Program


Library

Admissions Policies



Outcomes

Faculty





Catalog and Announcements

III. Foreign Private Institutions incorporated in Delaware

“No corporation organized after April 18, 1945, shall have power to confer academic or honorary degrees unless the certificate of incorporation or an amendment thereof shall expressly provide and unless the certificate of incorporation or an amendment thereof prior to its being filed in the office of the Secretary of State shall have endorsed thereon the approval of the State Board of Education of this State.  …  Approval shall be granted only when it appears to the reasonable satisfaction of the State Board of Education, that the corporation is engaged in conducting a bona fide institution of higher learning, giving instruction in arts and letters, science, or the professions, or that the corporation proposes, in good faith, to engage in that field and has or will have the resources, including personnel, requisite for the conduct of an institution of higher learning.”
Foreign private institutions incorporate from time to time in the state of Delaware without pursuing the power to confer academic or honorary degrees.  Should they make the decision to pursue this authorization, they are required to follow the steps contained in Delaware law listed above (Title 8, Chapter I, Section 125).

IV.  Degree Programs at Out-of State Institutions of Higher Education Approved to                     Operate in Delaware
The State Board of Education by statutory mandate has a responsibility to review all petitions or applications from out-of –state institutions wishing to offer credit-bearing courses or degree programs in the State of Delaware.  The Board will approve only those offerings that, in the opinion of the Board, meet minimum standards of quality and are financially sound.

An institution accredited in its main campus location by the regional accrediting agency for its region, which accreditation includes extension, satellite or other off-campus operations, will be licensed to operate a program in Delaware upon application.  

All applications must show that:

1. The proposed site or facility is in compliance with Delaware and local ordinances pertaining to fire, health, zoning, safety, etc.

2. Degree programs conform to the minimum standards established by the State Board of Education for similar institutions operating within the State.

3. The Board of Trustees of the out-of-state institution guarantees to the satisfaction of the State Board of Education that operations in the State of Delaware will be financially solvent.

The institution is obligated to keep the State Board of Education informed of the names and addresses of those responsible for directing the programs from the parent campus, the names of instructors, the locations of all sites in Delaware where instruction is offered, and the names and addresses of students enrolled in the program and/or course.

V.  Universities in Delaware Created by Code

Delaware State University is supported by Title 14, Education, Chapter 65 – Organization, Administration and Functions.

Delaware Technical and Community College is supported by Title 14, Education, Chapter 91 – Administrative Provisions.

University of Delaware is supported by Title 14, Education, Chapter 57 – Land-Grant College. 
