
2020-2021
Course Selection Process 

Current 8th graders



Course Selection Information 



� Every student must take one virtual course at some 
point during their four years of high school.

� Students who take the virtual course ON campus, 
will work in a lab setting at school. Each student is 
allowed only ONE period in the on campus lab.

� Students who take the virtual course off campus 
MUST leave campus for the class period. They will 
have an online placeholder during the first or last 
period.  Students must have their own daily 
transportation, or if waiting for a ride, must wait on 
the benches in front of school.
� Students cannot go to the Media Center or another 

teacher’s classroom.  This is for supervisory and safety 
purposes. 

Virtual Education Requirement



� Students must meet all expectations of the 
Advanced Placement (AP) classes, including 
completing summer work, completing all 
assignments, participating in classes, and seeking 
extra help if needed.

� A Parent Teacher Conference is required to set up 
a Success Plan to be implemented for a minimum 
of 2 weeks if a schedule change is requested.

� Students will not be allowed to drop an AP class 
until after the FIRST QUARTER, but no later than 1 
week after 1st quarter report cards are distributed.  

Advanced Placement



� As 9th graders – students can take DE courses on our 
campus only

� DE students must have and maintain a minimum 
unweighted cumulative 3.0+ GPA 

� Must have qualifying ACT, SAT, or PERT scores  
� PERT testing @ JWMHS will be held on Feb 27th

� If you attend Parent U tonight, you can see our 
guidance table and sign up on the spot with a QR 
code.

� Students must take all 3 sections (Reading, Writing, 
and Math)

� Must sign up with SSMS Guidance by Feb 7th NO 
EXCEPTIONS!

Dual Enrollment (DE)



� DE students must maintain a minimum 
college cumulative 2.0 GPA 
� Failure to maintain this GPA results in high school 

students being ineligible for DE courses for the 
remainder of their high school career.

� You may also take 3 online DE credits 
each semester

Dual Enrollment (DE)



Academy for Medical Arts (AMA)
� Accepts qualified applicants at the end of 

9th grade year

� Must be a member of HOSA

� Passing scores on certification exams leads 
to Certified Medical Administrative Assistant 
(CMAA), Emergency Medical Responder 
(EMR), & Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)

Academies at JWMHS



Business Technology Academy (BTA)
� Accepts applicants as 9th graders

� Can participate in FBLA

� Four programs:
� Business & Accounting
� Film & Motion Graphics
� Programming
� Graphic Design

� All programs lead to certifications.

Academies at JWMHS







Eurhythmics
� Dance, Flag, Rifle, Sabre

� Perform & travel with marching band in the fall

� Separate competitive teams January - April



“NO  MILITARY  OBLIGATION”
� Satisfies the Art & PE requirement (2 years NJROTC)
� Several competitions:
� Drill Teams ~  Air Rifle Team ~ Orienteering Team 
� Athletic Teams ~ Academic Teams

� Flying Trips…. Yes, YOU fly the plane !!!
� Several out of county day trips
� Community Service Hours

Naval Science 1
What We Can Offer…



� Fosters research, argumentative and 
communication skills essential for college 
and lifelong learning

� Application required
� Two year program
� AP Seminar (10-11th grade)
� AP Research (11-12th grade)

� 4 additional AP courses throughout High 
School

� Passing score on ALL 6 exams to receive 
diploma

AP Capstone Diploma Program 



State University System Matrix



2 years of 
a Foreign Language 

Is ONLY a requirement 
for immediate entrance 
into a 4 year university



Diploma Options
� All students MUST meet the requirements of the 

Standard Diploma to graduate.

� Merit and Scholar Diploma options EXCEED the 
Standard Diploma requirements.

� Please take note of the different testing & 
course requirements for each designation.

� The designation is determined during their 
SENIOR year based on what the student has 
completed.



What classes should I take?
� Think about your long-term goals

� Talk openly and honestly to your teachers

�Go to the JWMHS website:
� Read about courses in the Course 

Directory
� Look at the course progression sequence 

charts for each core subject



How to start and finish high school



Acceptable reasons to change a schedule 
after school begins:

1. Student already passed course listed on 
his/her schedule. 

2. Student is in a class and has not met the 
course prerequisite. 

3. Student has a "hole" in his/her schedule.

**We cannot accommodate teacher requests.

Schedule Change Policy



Success In High School 
Begins With YOU!

� Know your Limits
� Regular, Honors, AP, DE

� Be Present, Prepared and Engaged
� Study Skills 

� Get Involved/Build Healthy Relationships
� Clubs, Organizations, and Sports

� Build your High School Resume
� Community Service 



Important Dates
�Jan 22nd Parent U: Curriculum Night

�6PM in the JWMHS Gym

�Students will enter their requests 
starting Feb 14th through their 
Science class



Questions?

School Counselor
Mr. Crouch
jcrouch@pasco.k12.fl.us

Assistant Principal
Mrs. Tricozzi
ttricozz@pasco.k12.fl.us

Jan 29th and Feb 5th Course Registration Help 
Session 

�6-7:30PM at JWMHS Media Center



MustangU Orientation Day
MANDATORY Orientation for Incoming 9th Graders TBD

Incoming 9th grade Pep Rally TBD

Connect With Us…

Twitter: @JWMHS    @JWMHS_MustangU

Facebook:    J.W. Mitchell High School 

Website:    JWMHS.pasco.k12.fl.us


