
The End of 
Reconstruction and the 
Rise of Jim Crow Laws



Objective

• By the end of the lesson, SWBAT 
explain how Reconstruction ended with 
the start of the Jim Crow Laws.

• By the end of the lesson, SWBAT to 
explain what the Jim Crow Laws were, 
and how they hurt African Americans in 
the South. 



Reconstruction

• Reconstruction was a time after 
the Civil War when the U.S. 
Government tried to help rebuild 
the South and give rights to former
slaves. 



Vocabulary Words for the Week

Segregation
Freedmen’s Bureau
Shelter
 Legal
Sharecropping
Tenants 
 Jim Crow Laws
Ku Klux Klan



The End of Reconstruction

• Reconstruction was not popular with a lot white 
Southerners. 

• They did not like that freed slaves were getting 
more rights. 

• They did not like that troops from the North 
were in the South protecting the rights of the 
freed slaves. 



End of Reconstruction

• President Rutherford B Hayes ended 
Reconstruction in 1877. 

• He was getting a lot of pressure from 
people in the South who were angry with
how Reconstruction was helping freed 
slaves. 



Rutherford B. Hayes



The following shows 
angry white 

Southerners burning 
down a Freedmen’s 
Bureau school and 
harassing African 

Americans



Why were these people angry?

• Many white Southerners were angry that 
freed slaves were getting all of these rights for
many reasons:

• 1: During slavery white Southerners 
thought that black people were not equal
to them.

• 2: White Southerners were afraid that with 
all of these rights, black people would take 
over politics and make their lives bad.  



Why were people so angry?

• Many white people in the South were racist.

• Racist - a person that does not like 
someone else because of their skin 
color. 



Reconstruction is Done!

• The troops from the North were ordered to 
leave!

• The Freedmen’s Bureau was shut down!

• There was no one in the South to make sure that 
newly freed slaves were guaranteed their rights!



Prediction

• What do you think happened
to black people in the South 
after the troops from the 
North left and Reconstruction
ended?



After Reconstruction

• Without protection from the U.S. 
Army and help from the 
Freedmen’s Bureau, African 
Americans lost a lot of their power.



So What Happened?

• Even though the rights of all people are
supposed to be protected in the Bill of 
Rights and the 13th, 14th, and 15th, 
Amendments African Americans were 
not given their rights in the South!

• How did the racist Southerners 
take away the rights of African 
Americans?



Jim Crow Laws

• The South created unfair laws.

• Jim Crow Laws were laws in the 
South that were unfair to African 
Americans and used to take away 
their rights. 



How did they take away rights?

• They made African Americans pay taxes to vote. 
Why is this is problem?

• They made separate schools for African 
Americans and White people, but did not give 
money to the African American schools.        
Why is this a problem?

• They did not call African Americans to do jury 
duty. Why is this a problem?



Poll Tax

Old Text Books

All White Jury



Segregation

• Segregation - Separate people by the 
color of their skin.

• The Jim Crows Laws in the South segregated all 
public places: waiting rooms, schools, hospitals, 
hotels, restaurants



Jim Crow Laws

Examples of the 
effects of Jim Crow
Laws from later in 
the 20th Century



Scare Tactics!

• The Ku Klux Klan is a group that 
believes that white people are 
better than black people. They use
violence to stop black people from
having their lives. 



• The Ku Klux Klan would scare and stop 
African Americans from using their rights.

• The Ku Klux Klan would kill African 
Americans if they wanted to use their rights
or talk or publicize the bad things that were
happening in the South to African 
Americans.





You Be the Judge

• Writing Prompt:
• How did the Jim Crow Laws and 

groups like the Ku Klux Klan 
destroy all of the things that 
Reconstruction was trying to do?


