
Effects on American Life

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles

SS5H2

Reconstruction



Standards

 SS5H2 The student will analyze the effects of 
Reconstruction on American life. 
a. Describe the purpose of the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments. 
b. Explain the work of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 
c. Explain how slavery was replaced by sharecropping and 
how African-Americans were prevented from exercising their 
newly won rights; include a discussion of Jim Crow laws and 
customs. 

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles



Reconstruction
• Reconstruction means to build something 

again.

• It is the name given to the time period after the
Civil War, from 1865 to 1877.

• The Southern states needed to be rebuilt and 
brought back into the Union.
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Reconstruction
• In 1867, Congress passed the first Reconstruction 

Acts.

• They required that Southern states rewrite their 
constitutions to allow African American men the right
to vote.

• They also prevented former Confederate leaders 
and military officers from holding public office.
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Amendments
• The greatest social effect of the Civil War was the 

creation of a new class of people—freed slaves.

• Congress realized that some changes were needed 
to the Constitution, or else the Civil War would have 
been for nothing.
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13th Amendment
• In December 1865, ratification of the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the Constitution freed all slaves in the
United States.

• It banned slavery in the US and any of its territories.
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14th Amendment
• In order to be readmitted to the Union, Southern 

states had to accept two new amendments.

• In 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment made all 
former slaves  citizens of the United States.

• It granted citizenship to all persons born in the 
United States, and it guaranteed all citizens equal 
rights under the law.
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15th Amendment
• In 1870, the Fifteenth Amendment declared that no 

citizen of the United States could be denied the right
to vote on account of race, color, or previous 
servitude.

• It granted the right to vote to all male citizens.

• African Americans could now vote and run for office.
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Freedmen’s Bureau
• In March 1865, the federal government set up the 

Freedmen’s Bureau, an organization that helped 
feed, clothe, and provide medical care to former 
slaves.

• It also established thousands of schools and helped 
African Americans with legal problems.

• The bureau also helped poor whites, many of whom 
lost everything in the war.
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Sharecropping
• Many former slaves were forced to return to 

plantations because they could not find work.

• Freed slaves knew how to grow crops, and 
landowners still needed labor.

• In the sharecropping arrangement, the owner would 
lend the worker a place to live, his seeds, and farm 
equipment. 
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Sharecropping
• Sharecroppers received almost no pay, just a small 

share of the crops.

• Because the worker had no money for rent, he would 
give the owner a share of the crop, plus extra for the 
cost of rent and supplies.

• The workers had little hope of ever owning land 
because they rarely made a profit.
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Right to Vote
• During Reconstruction, many African Americans 

were elected to local and state political offices as 
Republicans.

• This soon ended when white southerners rallied 
around the Democratic Party.

• By 1870, white southern Democrats had taken over 
control of their state legislatures.
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Right to Vote
• By 1900, disenfranchisement, or blocking the black vote, 

was almost complete.

• Some legislatures passed a poll tax, which required voters 
to pay money before they could vote.

• Many African-Americans were too poor to pay the tax 
and could not vote.

• Literacy test laws required voters to be able to read a 
passage before voting.

• At the time, about half of African-Americans could not 
read so they could not vote.© 2014 Brain Wrinkles
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Jim Crow Laws
• Southern states also passed “Jim Crow laws”, which

were designed to keep African Americans and white
people apart.

• This is called racial segregation.

• Jim Crow laws made it legal to have separate 
drinking fountains, telephone booths, restrooms, 
hospitals, hotels, and schools.
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Jim Crow Laws
• African Americans could not sit with white people on 

trains, eat in certain restaurants, or attend certain 
theaters or parks.

• These laws violated the newly won rights of African 
Americans, but it would be almost 100 years before 
they were abandoned.
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