
A School to Home 
Connection

Resources to Use at Home for 
Practicing Reading and Math



Agenda

• Transition Update
• Thank You to Parent Representatives
• Present Update to Parent
• Reading Strategies
• Math Strategies
• Survey
• Check out math materials



Research suggests:

• “Whether or not parents hear their children
read at home is the major factor in 
children’s reading progress.”

• “This encouragement proved more 
effective in raising children’s reading skills 
than providing extra professional tutoring.”

• “The gains made endured over a long 
term follow-up, years later.” Reading Teacher Magazine, 3/87.



Paired Reading

• Have your child select a book at or slightly above 
their reading level. 

• Students in the lower grades will have reading 
material to practice with in their bag. 

• Students also should be bringing home books 
from the media center that are on their level.

• IF YOUR CHILD DOES NOT HAVE 
READING MATERIAL AT HOME, LET 
US KNOW!



Paired Reading cont.

1. Read TO your child           

2. Read WITH your child

3. Reading BY your child



How to do it…..

1. Read the story to your child so they can see the
pictures and words.  Track the words as you 
read.

2. You and your child read at the same time.  Pace 
your reading to your child’s speed.  Encourage 
your child to track the words.



Paired reading cont…

3.  Decide on a signal to be used when your child 
is ready to read alone.

• If they make a mistake or pause for than 5 
seconds, say the word correctly, being sure 
they repeat the word correctly while pointing 
to the word.

Begin paired reading for 5 minutes and build
to 15 minutes.



Midway has Many Languages

• If you do not read in English it is fine to have 
your child read to you anyway. 

• Look for opportunities to have your child read 
to a friend, older sibling or relative. 



What if my child can’t read a word?

• Encourage the “Handy Helpers” for unfamiliar 
words.

There is a copy of this for you to take  with you.



Paired reading continued….

This is an effective reading strategy because 
Children experience a word 4 ways:
• Visually- they see the word
• Auditory- they hear the word
• Oral- they say the word
• Kinesthetic- they point to the word

taken from “Bringing Struggling Readers up to Grade Level” by Tim Rasinski



Questioning

• Before reading- predicting…  “What do you 
think.., What do you predict…, What do you think 
may happen…”

• During reading- visualization… “In your mind 
describe what _____looks like….” make 
connections… “What does this remind you of…”



Questioning continued…

• After reading- 
– summarize… “What happened first in the 

story?…What happened then?….What 
happened at the end?...”,

– compare and contrast… “How are ___ 
alike/different?”…

–  inference… “ If you could continue the story, 
what do you think would happen next and 
why?”…



What to read???
Reading at home should be fun!
• Poetry, nursery rhymes, song lyrics 
• Biographies and historical fiction
• Special interests…sports, bugs, sharks..etc.
• Lower grades should be reading a 50/50%

mix of fiction/nonfiction.
• Upper grades should read 30% fiction and

70% nonfiction. Revisit, Reflect, Retell  Linda Hoyt (2008)



Fluent readers read at a smooth pace and with expression 
in their voice.

Read Naturally helps students become fluent readers 
through repeated reading of the same short stories. It 
measures  the number of words a student reads in a 

minute and checks that the student understands what 
they read.

Read Naturally 



Reading Fluency Goals

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4
70 WCPM 75 WCPM 80 WCPM 90 WCPM

2nd GRADE

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4
90 WCPM 100 WCPM 107 WCPM 120 WCPM

3rd GRADE



Here's how we practice  fluency and comprehension at school.



Our goal is to increase our cold and hot timing speed as well as...



Increasing our scores on comprehension questions.

Notice each question measures a specific type of comprehension.



Read Naturally has resources 
that you can use with your child 
at home.





You











Headsprout



Headsprout

• New program
• 2 versions

– Early Reading
– Reading Comprehension

• Comprehension program deliberately teaches 4 
strategies to help students think about that they 
are reading.



Headsprout at Home?

• We have learned parents may be able to use 
Headsprout at home. 

• You will need internet access.
• If that is possible, are you interested?
• Sign the sheet in the back.



Math



Math is the other main area that 
Title 1 focuses on .  Within math, 

one stumbling block for many 
students is their math facts 

fluency. 



A student knows their math facts 
when they can recall the answer 

to a math problem automatically.
Example 6+7=



Math Fact Fluency Goals
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

Grade 1
M1N1

Not Assessed Not Assessed Uses strategies to 
solve addition facts to 
10 with fluency. 
(Fluency is 25 
problems in 3 
minutes.)

Knows single-digit addition
facts to 18 and 
corresponding subtraction 
facts with fluency. (Fluency
= 25 problems in 3 
minutes.)

Grade 2
M2N2B

Solves 30 or more 
one-digit addition 
and subtraction 
facts to 18 in 3 
minutes.

Solves 35 or 
more one-digit 
addition and 
subtraction 
facts to 18 in 3 
minutes.

Solves 40 or more 
one-digit addition and
subtraction facts to 18
in 3 minutes.

Solves 45 or more one-digit
addition and subtraction 
facts in 3 minutes (sums to 
and differences from 18).

Grade 3
M3N3a

Not Assessed Correctly solves
at least 40 out 
of 50 
multiplication 
facts in 3 
minutes (0-10).

Correctly solves at 
least 45 out of 50 
multiplication facts in 
3 minutes (0-10).

Correctly solves at least 45 
out of 50 multiplication 
facts in 3 minutes (0-10).



Learning Strategies…

• Addition-start with double facts, move to the 
neighbor facts, then on to ways to make 10. 

• A double fact is any number added to itself. 
7 + 7 = 14

A neighbor fact is a double fact plus 1.
7+8=15

•  Once students can recall each double fact in 
under 3 seconds, move on to all the addition 
facts.



Math Strategies cont.

Subtraction- follow the exact pattern used in 
addition.  Use double facts, then double minus 
one more.

 6 + 6 = 12
12 – 6 = 6
12 --  5 = 7



Fishing for Addition



Multiplication Sequence

• Multiplication- the 0’s and 1’s are  no problem so move
to X 2 with the double facts.  

• I move to the 4’s then on to the 8’s.  
• Next, I do the 3’s then on to 6’s and 12’s.
• Follow up with 7’s and then 9’s.  
• Finally, I end with 5’s and 10s
• Your child’s math teacher may have a different order so go with their order.  



Math cont….

Division- Practice as related facts….
7 X 3 = 21

So
21 ÷ 7 = 3

This concept is difficult for most children so hang in 
there….



Making Math Real

• Use real life examples…
• Cooking…
• Kids menus…
• Estimation at the grocery store…
• Saving and spending allowance…
• How long until …

Games Kits…. 



Math Materials

• In the back we have math kits to check out.
• Inside are tools for math fact fluency as well as a

math flip book to refer to when doing 
homework.

• In addition there is a math fluency chart.



How Much Practice is Enough?

• Check the fluency chart when you pick up the 
math kit.

• If your child is truly struggling with math facts 
plan on devoting at least 10 minutes a day.

• Practice in different ways to avoid boredom.



Measuring Progress

• Title 1 teachers check fact fluency at least once a
month. 

• We will either see you at conferences or send 
information to the teacher about your child’s 
progress. 

• If  you have any questions about your child’s 
progress, please contact us.



Before we close tonight…

• Fill out the survey
• Sign out a math kit to take home
• Sign up for Read Naturally take home 

materials~ These will be sent home with your 
child next week.



Thank you so much for coming!


