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Standards

SS8H7 The student will evaluate key political, social, and
economic changes that occurred in Georgia between 
1877 and 1918. 
b. Analyze how rights were denied to African-Americans 
through Jim Crow laws, Plessy v. Ferguson, 
disenfranchisement, and racial violence. 
c. Explain the roles of Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. 
DuBois, John and Lugenia Burns Hope, and Alonzo 
Herndon. 
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Segregation
• Discrimination against African Americans continued 

in the South after Reconstruction.

• To ensure segregation, Georgia and many other 
southern states, passed Jim Crow laws.

• Georgia’s first Jim Crow law required whites and 
blacks to ride in separate railroad cars.
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Jim Crow Laws
• Jim Crow laws made it legal to have separate drinking 

fountains, telephone booths, restrooms, hospitals, 
hotels, and schools.

• African Americans could not sit with white people on 
trains, eat in certain restaurants, or attend certain 
theaters or parks.

• These laws violated the newly won rights of African 
Americans, but it would be almost 100 years before they
were abandoned.
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Plessy v. Ferguson
• In 1892, Louisiana had a law saying that blacks and 

whites could not share the same railway cars.

• A man named Homer Plessy was jailed for sitting in 
the “Whites Only” section of the East Louisiana 
Railroad.

• Plessy was seven-eighths white and one-eighth 
black.
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Plessy v. Ferguson
• Plessy took his case to court, saying that his rights under 

the 13th and 14th Amendments had been violated.
• He sued all the way to the Supreme Court, where they 

ruled against Plessy.

• The Court ruled that segregation was constitutional as long 
as African American facilities are equal to whites’ facilities.

• The case upheld Jim Crow laws and established a legal 
doctrine known as “separate but equal”.
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Disenfranchisement
• Although the Fifteenth Amendment protected black 

men’s right to vote, many southern whites came up 
with ways to keep blacks from voting. 

• By 1900, disenfranchisement, or blocking the black 
vote, was almost complete.
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Disenfranchisement
• Some legislatures passed a poll tax, which required 

voters to pay money before they could vote.
• Many African-Americans were too poor to pay the

tax and could not vote.

• Literacy test laws required voters to be able to read 
a passage before voting.

• At the time, about half of African-Americans could
not read so they could not vote.
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Racial Violence
• When these laws failed to disfranchise African 

Americans, groups like the Ku Klux Klan used 
violence, intimidation, and lynchings to keep blacks 
from exercising their 15th Amendment rights.

• Klansmen often surrounded polling places, so many 
black voters stayed away from the polls for fear of 
racial violence.
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Booker T. Washington
• Booker T. Washington was influential in the struggle for 

equal rights during the late 1800s.

• He was a former slave who believed that blacks should 
focus on learning a trade.

• Washington felt that by proving themselves in different fields,
African Americans would eventually be treated as equal 
citizens.

• He accepted social separation and felt that African 
Americans could advance faster through hard work than by 
demanding equal rights.
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W.E.B. DuBois
• W.E.B. DuBois was another influential African American 

during this time period; however, his views on gaining 
equal rights differed from Washington’s.

• He taught at Atlanta University and promoted college 
education within the black community.

• He felt that African Americans should speak out against 
discrimination and that college-educated African 
Americans should lead the fight against it.
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W.E.B. DuBois
• W.E.B. DuBois was a founder of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), an organization that works to protect equal 
rights for African Americans.

• Even today, the NAACP remains a key political voice for 
the African American community.
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John Hope
• John Hope, along with his wife Lugenia, provided 

intellectual leadership and social activism to Atlanta’s 
African American community.

• Hope was born to a white father and black mother, and 
was so light-skinned that he could have taken the easy 
road and passed for a white man.

• He was proud of his African American heritage and 
presented himself as a black man.
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John Hope
• John Hope served as the first African American 

professor at Morehouse College and became the first 
black president of Atlanta University.

• He also helped improve health care, housing, and job 
opportunities for African Americans during this time.

• During World War I, the YMCA appointed him as special 
secretary to improve the welfare of African American 
soldiers serving in France.
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Lugenia Burns Hope
• John Hope’s wife, Lugenia, was a social activist and 

welfare worker. 

• She founded the Neighborhood Union, a black social
organization in Atlanta, which included a health 
clinic, clubs for boys and girls, and job training 
classes.

• She also worked with the city to improve schools, 
streets, and sanitary facilities.
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Alonzo Herndon
• Alonzo Herndon was born a slave and grew up to 

become a barber.

• By 1907, he owned three barber shops in Atlanta 
that had crystal chandeliers and gold fixtures.

• Herndon used his wealth to start the Atlanta Life 
Insurance Company, one of the few companies that 
would insure African Americans.
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Alonzo Herndon
• Herndon gave large sums of money to many 

charities and became the largest donor to Atlanta 
University, where he served on the Board of 
Trustees.

• When he died in 1927, he was the wealthiest African 
American in Atlanta.
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