Questions to Consider in Planning for Instructional Scaffolding of Informational Text:

Purpose:

· Would spending time helping students to establish a purpose for reading this text be appropriate?

· Will students know in advance what they are expected to do with the information they gain from reading this text?

Text Structure:

· Would graphic organizers or other aids be appropriate in making the structure of the text visible to students?

· Would a partial outline or some other text-based aid be appropriate in deciphering the structure of the text?

· Would previewing and discussing the graphics included with the text prior to reading be appropriate?

Language Features:

· Would a review of figurative, abstract, or ironic language and a modeling of how that type of language might be interpreted be appropriate?

· Would glossing certain vocabulary (particularly multiple meaning words that extend across other subject matter content areas; i.e. Tier 2 words) prior to reading be appropriate?

Knowledge Demands:

· What background needs to be introduced (or re-introduced) to facilitate reading success that will not supplant the actual information gained from the reading experience?

· What explicit references and/or allusions to other texts might require additional resources/opportunities for students to explore?

General:

· In what ways might collaborative groupings of students during the reading process be appropriate?

Questions to Consider in Planning for Instructional Scaffolding of Literary Text:
Meaning:

· Would spending time helping students to understand the multiple layers/levels of meaning present in the text be appropriate?

· Will students know in advance what they are expected to do with the information they gain from reading this text (i.e. summarize, gather and apply details, analyze, synthesize, create)?

Text Structure:

· Would graphic organizers or other aids be appropriate in making the structure of the text visible to students?

· Would a partial plotline, cast of characters, or some other text-based aid be appropriate in deciphering the structure of the text?

· Would previewing and discussing the graphics included with the text prior to reading be appropriate?

Language Features:

· Would a review of figurative, abstract, ironic language and a modeling of how that type of language might be interpreted be appropriate?

· Would glossing certain vocabulary (particularly multiple meaning words that extend across other subject matter content areas, i.e. Tier 2 words) prior to reading be appropriate?

Knowledge Demands:

· What background knowledge needs to be introduced (or re-introduced) to facilitate reading success that will not supplant the actual information gained from the reading experience?

· What explicit references and/or allusions to other texts might require additional resources/opportunities for students to explore?

General:

· In what ways might collaborative groupings of students during the reading process be appropriate?
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