
 3rd Grade Science Public Year-at-a-Glance          2015 – 2016 

All standards are designed to be learned by the end of the course. This guide represents a recommended time line and sequence to be used voluntarily by teachers for planning purposes.  Specific 

questions regarding when content will actually be addressed in a specific course are best answered by the individual teacher.   

Teachers may use a wide variety of instructional materials throughout their course. The Possible Resources listed may include the district adopted instructional resource or supplemental resources 
that align to the topic and/or standard. These Possible Resources provide sample problems that align to the topic/standard. 

Standards 
Taught All 

Year 

Nature 
of 

Science 

Major Concepts / Topics 
 

Possible Resources 

Big Idea #1: The Practice of Science 
SC.3.N.1.1, SC.3.N.1.2, SC.3.N.1.3, SC.3.N.1.4, SC.3.N.1.5, SC.3.N.1.6, SC.3.N.1.7 

Scientific Method 
 

Simple and Compound Machines 
 

Measurement Tools 

Example 

Questions.pdf
 

Big Idea #3: The Role of Theories, Laws, Hypothesis, and Models 
SC.3.N.3.1, SC.3.N.3.2, SC.3.N.3.3 

Quarter 1 
Aug 10 – Oct 16 

Week Major Concepts / Topics Possible Resources 

1 
Big Idea #1: The Practice of Science 
SC.3.N.1.1, SC.3.N.1.2, SC.3.N.1.3, SC.3.N.1.4, SC.3.N.1.5, SC.3.N.1.6, SC.3.N.1.7 

 

2 
Big Idea #3: The Role of Theories, Laws, Hypothesis, and Models 
SC.3.N.3.1, SC.3.N.3.2, SC.3.N.3.3 

Plants Life Cycle 
 

3 
Big Idea #14: Organization and Development of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.14.1, SC.3.L.14.2 

Parts of a Plant 
 

4 
Big Idea #14: Organization and Development of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.14.1, SC.3.L.14.2 

Parts of a Flower 

5 
Big Idea #14: Organization and Development of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.14.1, SC.3.L.14.2 

Animal Classifications 

6 
Big Idea #15: Diversity and Evolution of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.15.1, SC.3.L.15.2 

Are Chickens the Only Ones? 

7 
Big Idea #15: Diversity and Evolution of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.15.1, SC.3.L.15.2 

Adaptation  
 (Game) 

 

8 
Big Idea #15: Diversity and Evolution of Living Organisms 
SC.3.L.15.1, SC.3.L.15.2 

Ecosystems 

9 
Big Idea #17: Interdependence 
SC.3.L.17.1, SC.L.17.2 

 

Quarter 2 
Oct 20 – Dec 18 

Week Major Concepts / Topics Possible Resources 

1 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.1 

 

2 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.1 

Stars 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1626
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1627
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1628
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1629
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1633
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1634
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1635
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/scientific-inquiry/scientific-methods.htm
http://www.edheads.org/activities/simple-machines/frame_loader.htm
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/math/measurement/tools-measurement.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1636
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1637
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1638
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1626
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1627
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1628
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1629
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1633
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1634
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1635
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1636
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1637
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1638
http://www2.bgfl.org/bgfl2/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks2/science/plants_pt2/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1657
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1658
http://www.mbgnet.net/bioplants/parts.html
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1657
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1658
https://www.dlsweb.rmit.edu.au/toolbox/hort/tools/bookcase/botany/flower_structure.html
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1657
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1658
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/flash/variation.swf
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1659
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1660
http://warrensburg.k12.mo.us/webquest/animals/index.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1659
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1660
http://www.planet-science.com/categories/under-11s/games/2010/09/mission-adaptation.aspx
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1659
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1660
http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1650
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1651
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1639
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1639
https://kidskonnect.com/science/stars-constellations/
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3 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.2 

The Sun 

4 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.3,  

 

5 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.4 

 

6 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.4 

Gravity 

7 
Big Idea #5: Earth Space and Time 
SC.3.E.5.5 

Seeing Stars 
 (Video) 

8 
Big Idea #6: Earth Structures 
SC.3.E.6.1 

 

9 
Big Idea #6: Earth Structures 
SC.3.E.6.1 

 

Quarter 3 
Jan 6 – Mar 17 

Week Major Concepts / Topics Possible Resources 

1 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.1 

 

2 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.1 

 

3 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.2 

Properties of Matter 

4 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.2 

Solids, Liquids and Gases 

5 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.3 

Properties of Rocks 

6 
Big Idea #8: Properties of Matter 
SC.3.P.8.3 

Gases Around Us 

7 
Big Idea #9: Changes of Matter 
SC.3.P.9.1 

Water Cycle 

8 
Big Idea #9: Changes of Matter 
SC.3.P.9.1 

Interactive Water Cycle 

9 
Big Idea #9: Changes of Matter 
SC.3.P.9.1 

 

Quarter 4 
Mar 29 – May 26 

Week Major Concepts / Topics Possible Resources 

1 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.1 

All About Energy 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1640
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/profile.cfm?Object=Sun
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1641
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1642
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1642
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/solar-system/sgravity-and-inertia.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1643
http://www.neok12.com/php/watch.php?v=zX42004f656f5176527a6f6b&t=Stars
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1644
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1644
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1645
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1645
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1646
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/matter/properties-of-matter.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1646
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/matter/solids-liquids-gases.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1647
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/7_8/rocks_soils_fs.shtml
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1647
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/9_10/gases_fs.shtml
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1652
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.watcyc.solarstill1/solar-still-part-i-salt-water/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1652
http://education.jlab.org/reading/water_cycle.html
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1652
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1653
http://www.eschooltoday.com/energy/kinds-of-energy/all-about-energy.html
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2 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.1 

Forms of Energy 

3 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.2 

Heat Energy 

4 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.3 

Light and Shadows 
 

5 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.4 

Light and Mirrors 

6 
Big Idea #10: Forms of Energy 
SC.3.P.10.4 

Light Energy 

7 
Big Idea #11: Energy Transfer and Transformations 
SC.3.P.11.1 

Friction 

8 
Big Idea #11: Energy Transfer and Transformations 
SC.3.P.11.2 

Friction and Heat  
(Video) 

9 
Big Idea #11: Energy Transfer and Transformations 
SC.3.P.11.2  

 

 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1653
http://www.kidport.com/reflib/science/energy/EnergyForms.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1648
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/energy-light-sound/heat.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1654
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/7_8/light_shadows_fs.shtml
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1649
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/10_11/see_things_fs.shtml
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1649
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/jams/science/energy-light-sound/light.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1655
http://pbskids.org/sid/funwithfriction.html
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1656
http://www.neok12.com/video/Heat-Temperature/zX5477620d0171577e666663.htm
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/1656

