
Edward Blacksheare Campus

Ninth Grade Center



 The Concept: To create an environment for success for the Seminole High School 
freshmen; to allow for more manageable numbers on the main campus.

 The Ninth Grade Center (NGC) is accommodating approximately 1200 students 
from the Health Sciences, Pre-DP program, PSI High, and zoned students. 

Contact us to schedule a tour:  
Monday through Friday at 8 am & 9 am, by appointment only.   2



3800 students

Ranked in the U.S. News and World Report High 
School Rankings 

Course Offerings:
Honors Classes – 70 

Advanced Placement classes – 29

International Baccalaureate classes - 27
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 Traditional  (Standard, Honors, AP)
 CAPE ~ Career and Professional 

Education
 Magnet Programs ~ Pre-DP & AOHC
 Program of Emphasis ~ PSI High 
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Standard Honors AP

Can it count for 
College Credit?

No No Yes

More of Less Rigorous? Less More More

Counts toward final 
High School 
Transcript/Graduation?

Yes Yes Yes

Impressive to College
Admissions?

A 4.0 is 
always
impressive 
to all types 
of colleges!

More impressive
to in-state 
colleges.

More 
impressive to 
out-of-state  or 
private
schools.

Standard

Honors

Advanced Placement (AP)

CAPE Academies 
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Standard

The decision to take standard or AP 
classes is a personal choice and has 
nothing to do with intelligence. 

Student who stick to standard level HS 
curriculum tend to be:

 Interested in joining the workforce 
straight out of school.

 Planning to enter an apprenticeship 
after gradation (CAPE Academy 
student) 

 Applying to less strict universities & 
colleges.

 Waiting to take college level courses 
until they feel ready.

CAPE Academies (CTE courses)

 Students earn Industry Certifications 
in HS which indicates career 
preparedness & high-wage jobs after 
graduation.

 Students in the Traditional, Program 
of Emphasis, and Magnet students 
can also take CAPE courses.
 Academy Offerings: Aviation 

Maintenance, Automotive Maintenance, 
Automotive Collision, Building & 
Trades, Culinary Arts, and Mass Media 
(Web Design, TV Production, Digital 
Design
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Questions Honors Classes AP Courses

What are course 
requirements?

Recommended for students 
that take Advanced courses 
or students in Regular 
courses (earning A’s & B’s) in 
MS.

Teacher recommendation 
requested

What are the advantages? Looks impressive on College 
entrance resume.

Students can earn college 
credit.

Which is better for future 
College students?

Better for students applying for 
in-state schools.

Better for students applying 
for Elite schools & out-of-
state schools

Who develops the 
curriculum?

FL Dept. of Education, SCPS 
Department of Teaching & 
Learning

College Board

How is it weighted? .5 Point increase 1 point increase 

Which is harder? Both are more challenging than standard classes, but AP 
tends to require more work and a strong work ethic.
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Magnet programs address the individual interests and abilities and provide students 

with educational opportunities that take them beyond traditional instructional 

experiences. An entire campus may be designated as a magnet school or there may be 

magnet program "school within a school" with selected students involved. 

Seminole High School Offerings

 The Pre-Diploma Program (Pre-DP, formerly known as Pre-International Baccalaureate) 

 The Academy of Health Careers  (AOHC)
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 4 English

 4 Math (while in High School)

 4 Science

 4 Social Studies

 2 Foreign Language (minimum)

 1 Physical Education

 1 Fine Arts

 Health Science courses each year  (2 courses 
during Senior year)

 Students must take an online high school course
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www.IBO.org
http://www.seminolehs.scps.k12.fl.us/
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Pre-DP English I

Pre-DP World History or AP Human Geography

Pre-DP Biology or Pre-DP Chemistry

Pre-PD Spanish I or II or Pre-DP French I or II

Algebra I Honors, Geometry Honors, Algebra II Honors or Pre-
Calculus (Grades C or lower in middle school should be retaken for grade forgiveness)

Any two electives  
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Application Window: February 1 - April 1

• Only Out-of-zone students need to apply with Student Assignment & Program 
Access office

• Students out-of-zone can get a ticket-to-ride if there is a bus in the area



Overview

Our Purpose:
A full-time program of 
emphasis designed to equip 
students with the tools to 
construct a better world.

What we do:
• Project-based learning
• Harness student passions
• Focus on partnerships

Student-Created Core Projects

Real-World Problem Solving with
Business Partner Projects

16



Program Details

Typical 9th Grade PSI 
High Skyward Schedule:

Period Class

1 English 1 Honors

2 Debate

3 Geometry Honors

4 Environmental Science Honors

5 Research 1

6 Digital Information Technology

7 FLEX period for outside 
electives, virtual, etc.

What the day looks like 
in practice:

English, science, and social sciences are 
integrated into a block
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Business Partnerships

A Constellation of High-Impact Business 
Partnerships that Develop:
• Project Management
• Authentic Problem Solving
• Collaboration
• Communication
• Business Skills
• Social Capital

An Embedded Business and 
Entrepreneurship Career Program
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Creative Projects

• Amazing student-led creative projects 
on a 9-weeks cycle:

• The cultural impact of the donut
• Sanford as a futuristic comic-book city
• Red tide solutions
• Building a biotech lab
• The history and impact of R&B

• Students present and defend their 
learning at the end of every quarter

• Opportunities to learn from outside 
experts throughout each quarter
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• @seminolengc

• Seminole High School Ninth Grade Center:  



YOU MUST APPLY ONLINE:
www.seminoleschoolchoicesapplication.com

Application is due December 1, 2018

*all application questions, please refer to the Student 
Assignment and Program Access office*



Mrs. Marie Buchanan ~ marie_Buchanan@scps.k12.fl.us (Traditional Students  A-Mc)

Mr. Daniel Lohrman ~ lohrmadz@scps.k12.fl.us (Magnet Student Last Names A-Dh & 
Traditional Students Md-Z)

Ms. Kimberly Jackson ~ jacksokl@scps.k12.fl.us (Magnet Student Last Names Di-Z & Psi High) 

IB Coordinator: Donna Noll~ Donna_Noll@scps.k12.fl.us

HA Director/Assistant Principal: Michael Hennessy~ Michael_Hennessy@scps.k12.fl.us
IB Director/Assistant Principal: Barry Coleman~ Barry_coleman@scps.k12.fl.us

 NGC Director: Jaime Washington~ Jaime_Washington@scps.k12.fl.us

 Assistant Principal: Lance Abney~ Lance_Abney@scps.k12.fl.us
 School Assistant Manager: Justin Sirianni~Justin_Sirianni@scps.k12.fl.us
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