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Students:
Your notes are
missing some

words!
Read the slides,
and fill in the
blank lines with
the red text to
complete each
section.



Plot: The sequence of events iIN a wWork of literature
The first event causes the second, the second
causes the third, aNd SO ON..

A plot liNe can help Middle
Us Visudlize a plot.

BegiNNINg \

Meet

ENnd

This is the
story of
Calvin and
the steep hill.

!

Step 1



Exposition: The part of the plot iN which the reader is given
IMPORtANt bdckgrouNd iNfORMatioN dbout the
chardcters dNd setting
The INCitiNg iNcideNnt is iNtRoduced

Middle

End
BEgINNING

Calvinis fiveyears old.

His dream is to ride his

bike up the steep hill at
the park.

e}
]
=)
=
N
J
D
2L
D
=)
D
>
]
S5
D
E
=
Q
5
=
N
o
D
N
D
z
D
o

Step 1



INciting INcident: The first event that sets the plot
IN MOtiON dNd iNtRoduces the conflict.

Middle

One day, Calvin sets out ouU see d

to fulfillhis mission.It is
a very steep hill, and
Calvinis terrified.
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CON ict taking
shape?

(£ NEXT

!

Step 1



Conflict: The problem or struggle between
OppOSINg fORCES.

There is No plot without a conflict.
The conflict is at the heart of the story .

e

The conflict is iNtRoduced dURING the INCitiNG INCidENt aNd
becomes cledr S0ON afterward.

There are two types of conflict: externdl & iNternal
= NEXT

Step 1 _ U{gjr’ -
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MaN versus Man

(OR PERSON VS. PERSON)
» The character struggles with another character

> Protagonist vs. Antagonist
> “Good” vs. ‘Bad’

CaN you thiNk of
SOME
examples?

©272014DarleneAnneAllRichtcRecarved



MaN versus Nature

» The character struggles with a force of Nature
(storMm, aNiMdl, wilderness, etc)

Step 1



MaN versus Society

> The character(s) fight against the society iN
which he/they live,

> The chdracter(s) struggle with the Rules oR

traditioNs of society.




MaN versus Self

» The character’s struggle is withiNn his/her MiNd.
> The chdrdcter has t0 make a difficult choice or
deal with aNn eMotioN.

CaN you thiNk of
SOME
examples?

!

Step 1
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Conflict: The probleM OR stRuggle between
OppOSINg fORCES.

Middle

End
BEgINNING

Calvin is facing an internal conflict.
He is terrified to ride up the
steep hill,

Poor Calvin!

Step 1
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Rising ActioN: The series of events that begin 1o
OCCUR dS SOON ds the conflict is iNntroduced.
« These iNcidents add complicatioNs to the conflict.
<+ Readers become More iNterested

Middle

End
Beginning

Calvin's big brother tells
him about all of the
people who have gotten
hurt on the hill. This
scares Calvin even more, |

!

Step 1
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MORE RisiNg ActioN MedNs Redders drRe becOMINg
EVEN MORE iNtERested.

%o

Calvin's legs begin to
ache. He doesn't think he
can make it!

Step 1
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Climax: The tURNING poiNt. The moment of greatest
TENSION.

End
BEgINNING

Calvin hits a rock
and is just about to fall
down the hillt
He hears someone coming

up from behind..

] What will happen’?

pppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp




Falling ActioN: The tensioN is decreasiNg. Loose eNds
dre beiNg tied up. The conflict is beiNg resolved

Middle

BEgINNING

Calvin's brother
steadies his bike, and
Calvin does not fall! He
has made it up the hilll
Now he will have a picnic
ot ] with his family., (S NEXT
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Resolution: The outcome of the events. The conflict
dNd the climax have been fully resolved.

Middle

BEgINNING

ResolutioN

Calvin proudly tells all of

his friends that he made

it all the way up the
steep hill.,

7 & THE END
Step1 | £
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Pirgctions: Read gach page of the story. label

the plotling with the correget plot part. s you
rgad, writg a summary of ¢ach part of the story.

help you!







thtle Red Rldlng I'lood

ONCE upon a time there lived a little girl, who was so
sweet and pretty and good that everybody loved her,. Her
doting grandmother made her a little red cloak and hood,
which suited her so well that everyone in Woodsland called
her "Little Red Riding-Hood.” Little Red loved the attention
the red cloak brought her,

One day, Little Red Riding-Hood decided to take a basket
with some butter and eggs and a latte to her grandmother,
who was ill. The little girl ran to fetch her red cloak. With
her basket in hand, she set out on the journey,

This part is the  €XpOSitioN

I iNtRoducesS the chardcters
& setting




- S Directions: Identify the plot element by writing it on the
LH"H_C Red Rijg HOOd line. In the box, summarize what happens during this part

of the story.

1.EXposition

4

(I_i’rﬂe Red RidiNSD
Hood: sweet,
pretty & good
-GRANAMOThER:

do+iN§;
-Woodland, LoNg
\_ap )
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Along the way, Little Red heard some wonderful accordion
music, and she knew she'd love to have the songs on her
little red iPod. She also wished she could learn to play such
lively tunes. People would certainly flock around her if she
could play like that.

Little Red soon found the source of the music. The
musician was a wolf. The wolf enjoyed using his songs to reel
in his next meal. He wished very much to eat Little Red and
wash her down with her grandmother’s latte, but he dared
not do so because some lumber jacks were working close by.

The wolf had to come up with a plan, so he said, “Why
hello, Little Red. I'm so pleased you are enjoying my tunes.
Where are you going today?”

This part is the INCHING INCIdeNt

set the plot iN MotioN &

I s 1
® pupose & 10 iINtROdUcCe the conflict




Littie Red Riding Hood

3.CONFLICT
1EXpositioN [ (PERSON VS. PERSON) }
U LitHe Red vs. the wolf

/ZLithe Red Ridng ) W 2.INciting INcident

Hood: sweet, " Lithe Red sets )

pretty and good out for her

-GRGSS +'}:lo+heR: graNdMother's

-Woodsland, loNg house & meets

\ ago / L the wolf:
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Little Red had no idea wolves were dangerous.She smiled
and replied, "I am taking some food to my ill grandmother.’
"Where does your grandmother live?" asked the wolf.

‘In a little cottage on the other side of Woodland,
answered Little Red.
‘Well,"” said the wolf, 'I am going that way too! I will walk
part of the way with you."
They walked through the woods together. When Little Red
stopped to gather flowers for her grandmother, the wolf,
who had thought of a plan to get the little girl for his dinner,

said, 'Goodbye," and trotted away.,

This is part of the  RISING dction,

which ic a series of events
that add tensioN &
iNterest.

e T (e e
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Little Red Riding Hood

N 7

Little Red tells the wol S
where she's ﬂOiNg. He q\\‘ﬂ\
COMES Up Wit b

3.CONFLICT
{ (PERSON VS. PERSON) }

a plan. )

1.EXposition

U

/Lite Red RidiNg\

Little Red vs. the wolf
W 2INcitiNg INcident

Hood: sweet, /" Lithe Red sets
pretty and good out for her
-GrandMother: grRaNdMother's
doting house & meets
-Woodsland, [oNg the WOIE
% J Y,
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- As soon as the wolf was out of sight, he began to run
as fast as he could. In a short time he reached the
grandmother’'s cottage and knocked at the door.

‘Who is there?" asked the old grandmother, as she lay
in bed.

‘It is Little Red Riding-Hood,” answered the wolf, I
have brought you some butter and eggs and your favorite

latte.”

“Unlatch the lock on the door, Dear,” said the old
grandmothen So the wolf unlatched the door and sprang
upon the poor old grandmothenr. He tied her up, shoved
her into a sack, and hid the sack in a cupboard.

This is part of the RiSING daction.

The conflict PECOMES INCREASINGLY
TENSE.




Little Red Riding Hood

[The wolf ties up & hides]
GRANdAMOtheR.

Little Red tells the wolf
where she's aomg He
COMES Up Wit

a plan.

3.CONFLICT

(PERSON VS. PERSON)
[ Little Red vs. the wolf }

1.EXposition Q’
4

/ Lithe Red Ridng W 2.INcitiNg INcident

Hood: sweet, (" Lithe Red sets )
pretty and good out for her
-GRaNdmother: graNdMother's
dotiNg house & Meets
-Woodsland, [oNg the WOIE
9 J Y

Step 2 .
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Then he put on her night-cap, got into bed, and lay down to
wait for Little Red

Very soon there came a soft tap at the door.

"Who is there?" called out the wolf.

“It is Little Red, Grandmother dear I have brought you
some butter and eggs and a latte"’

The wolf disguised his voice as much as he could and called,
“Come in, Dear.” So Little Red Riding-Hood went inside.

"Good morning, dear Grandmother,” she said "How are you
feeling today?”

"Very bad indeed, my dear,” answered the wolf, trying to hide
himself under the bedclothes.

"How strange and hoarse your voice sounds, Grandmother,
said the little girl.




"I have got a bad cold, my dear,” said the wicked wolf.
‘Grandmother, what very bright eyes you have!" exclaimed
Little Red Riding-Hood, surprised to see how strange her
grandmother looked in her nightclothes.

"The better to see you with, my dear,” said the wolf.
‘Grandmother, what very big ears you have!

"“The better to hear you with, my child.’
‘Grandmother, what very long arms you havel

"The better to hug you with, my dear.”

This is part of the  RISINg dctioN

which 6 a series of events
that add tensionN




Little Red Riding Hood

[ Little Red becomes J
INCREdSINGLY suspicious.

{The wolf ties up & hidesJ ;‘,\\0e
GRaNdMother. \?~

itte Red tells the wolf
where she's aomg He
COMES Up Wit

a plan.

3CONFLICT

(PERSON VS. PERSON)
[LlHle Red vs. the wolf }

1Exposition
I

/Lite Red Rding W 2INCitiNg INcident

Hood: sweet, /Lithe Red sets )
pretty and good out for her
-GRaNdmother: gRANdMOtheR’s
doting house & Meets
-Woodsland, [oNg the WOIE
9 ) Y,

Step 2 ©2014DarleneAnneAllRightsReserved



‘But . .Grandmother, what great big teeth you have/
said Little Red Riding-Hood, who was beginning to get
frightened.

‘The better to EAT you with,” roared the wolf, suddenly
jumping out of bed. He seized hold of poor Little Red and
was about to eat her up.

Just as he bared his sharp teeth, there was a loud
noise from outside, and the door burst open.

This is the  Climax

which 6 thé TURNING pOiNt.
It ls Most exciing
MOMENt IN the Story.




©2014DarleneAnneAllRightsReserved 5 ‘ LIMAX
| ]

“The wolf is iust about +

°J

[Ffie Red becomes | e Red
INCREASINGLY suspicious.

The wolf fies Up & hided 4O

GRANdMOther ?\O

Little Red tells the wolf
where she's Iciomg He
comMes Up Wit

R/

a DlCIN

Ql

3. CONFLICT
1.EXpogitioN { (PERSON Ve, PCRSON);
Iji Lithe Red vs. the wot

Q . .ls .
(Lh‘ﬂe Red RIdIN\ Z—INQ&[NQ—INM

Hood: sweet, 4 LitHe Red se+s\
pRetty and 990d out for her
-GRde+MO+heR graNdMOther's
Woocci!sotcllhnll% lO0Ng house & meets
) ’ the wolf’
ago AR )

Step 2




In rushed the lumber jacks, who had seen the wolf talking
to the little girl in the woods. They were suspicious and
came to see what mischief the wolf was up to.

Upon seeing the lumberjacks, who were armed with sharp
axes, the wolf ran away as fast as he could.

Little Red then thanked the lumberjacks and said she'd
take it from there. She sent them on their way and untied
the sack her grandmother was stuffed into. After Little Red
administered some basic CPR, her grandmoher was just
fine..

This is the falling action

when the tension of the climax
IS sUbsidiNg.
The conflict has been
resolved.




9. CLIMAX

EFhe WOIF is iust about +
eat Little Red.

°

{ Litte Red becomes
INCREdSINGLY suspicious.

{The wolf ties up & hidesJ
GRaNdMother

Little Red tells the wolf
where she's. OINg. He N

J

S ; 3.CONFLICT
1.Expositio (PERSON VS. PERSON)
Little Red vs. the wolf
Q 2. anc o
(I_Hﬂe Red RidiNg\ _I\l_!ill\g_l\l_ld_| . ——
Hood: sweet, /LiHLe Red se+s\
pretty and good out for her
-Grandmother: grRaNdMother's
dotiNg house & Meets
-Woodsland, [oNg the WoLF
\_ago ) |

Step 2

©2014DarleneAnneAllRightsReserved

Ghe Lumbegjack\s
burst IN and
save Little Red &
GraNdMother
The wolf RUNS

_ away




Little Red Riding-Hood and Grandmother could hardly wait 10
tell everyone about their terrible adventure. As soon as
Grandmother was better, they had a big party to celebrate.
They invited the lumber jacks, their Woodsland neighbors, and a
local news crew. The news producers liked Little Red so much
that they decided she should have her own reality show.

As for the wolf, well, he realized that being a carnivore had
almost gotten him killed via axe. So he decided to change his
ways and open Woodsland's first vegetarian restaurant, which
he called BigBad's Place. Customers enjoyed the food and the
accordion music.

Little Red Riding-Hood went there frequently to film
episodes of her show, Litt/e Red’s Hood: ,

This is the resolutioN The End!

h ic the outcome of events after the
conflict has beeNn fully resolved.

whic




9. (| IMAX

"The wolf is Ut dbout +
eat Little Red.

.

‘ﬂ

{ Litte Red becomes
INCREASINGLY SUSDICIOUS.

[The Wolf tes up & hidea
GRaNdMOtheR.

Little Red tells the wolf
where she's. OINg. He N

1. EXPOSHION S

3.CONFLICT

(PERSON VS. PERSON)
[ Little Red vs. the wolf}

7.

ﬂl'he LUMbijde\s
burst iIN dnd

save Little Red &
Grandmother.
The wolf RUNS

away. /

\_

Resolution 1

W 2. INciting INcident

/" Litte Red Ridng)

\_

ago

/

" Lithe Red )

Hood: sweet, " Lithe Red sets becomes a
pretty and good out for her redlity star. The
-GRaNdMother: gRaNdMother's wth OpENS d
dotiNg house & meets Vegetdrian
-Woodsland, long the Wolf \_ Restaurant.

Step 2

< “THE END




STEP 3

Pirgctions: Read the entirg story. Fill out the
plotling by labgling and summarizing the parts of
the plot.

help you!




The Sleeping Beauty in the Wood 5. C| IMAX KEY

[ The wicked fairy traps Philp, and }

he gets tangled iN the thorns. He

|_I_ ]
[PRiNCC Philp bravely attempts | can't move
+

0 ge+ +hRough the brambles 10 o
cave the pRINCESS, J

The evil fairy trRicks Briar Rose
INto pRiCKING her fiNger Everyon

The Twelfth Fairy saves Briar
Rose's life, but the priNcess and ‘
kingdom will sleep for 100 years) I

S

(o )

-\

%. ONe huNdred years have

i passed, so the spell

breaks. PriNce Philip
wakes Briar Rose with d
kiss. The entire kingdom
awakens. The wicked fairy
goes away.

\_ _/

S
&>

The wicked fairy has cursed
Princess Bridr Rose.

1.EXposition
PersoN (pRINCESS) Vs. PERSON

U (fairy)

/Lo g0 w @ g™, 2INCHING INcident

7.Resolution i

PRINCCSS Briar Rose: ( \
lovely, OUN% ( \ _ _
~King ChdRLCS & Queen The Thirteenth Fairy is PRINCEss BRidr Rose
ANN: yearn for a child i and PriNce Philp get
. ; fUrious she was Not ) .
-The Thirteenth Fairy: invited 4o the Mdrried and live
wicked o happlly ever affer
“The Twelfth FaiRy: Kid, christeNiNg, 50 she pPLY :
protective casts an evil spell oN \ J
-PriNce Phiip: brave, the prINcess.
\ determined J \ P /
Step 3 ©2014DarleneAnneAllRightsReserved i

- “THE END




How to Write
an Essay

Credits:
% Fonts are by the wonderful Cara
Carroll., the amazing Stephanie
Dillon, and the incredible
Kimberly Geswein Fonts.
s The graphic on slide 11 is by the
fantastic Ron Leishman.
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