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S t a n d a r d s
SS8G1 The student will describe Georgia with regard 
to physical features and location.
c .  Loca te  and evaluate  t he  impor tance  of key physical
f e a t u r e s  on t he  development  of Georgia; include t he  
Fall Line, Okefenokee  Swamp, Appalachian Mountains,
Cha t tahoochee  and Savannah Rivers, and ba r r i e r   
islands.
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T e a c h e r  D i r e c t i o n s  – CLOZE N o t e s

• The next  pages  a r e  handouts  fo r  t he  s tuden t s  to  u s e
fo r  note-taking during t he  presenta t ion .  (Print f ron t
to  back  fo r  one  page.)

• Check t he  a n s w e r s  a s  a  c lass  a f t e r  t he   
presenta t ion .

© 2015 Brain Wrinkles



Physical Features
• T h e r e  a r e  many di fferent  in  

t he  Georgia.
• Physical f e a t u r e s  include bodies  of  w a t e r,  d e s e r t s ,

 , and o the r  landforms.
• They a r e  ; they a r e  not  man-  

made.

Fall Line
• The Fall Line is about  twenty  miles wide and s e p a r a t e s  t he

region.
• It marks  t he  p a r t  of  t he  s t a t e  w h e r e  t he  elevation begins to

 t owards  s e a  level.
• This c a u s e s  w a t e r  to  a t  an   

inc reased  r a t e .
• In t he  s t a t e ’s  early days,  like  

Columbus, Macon, Milledgeville, and Augusta  along t he  Fall Line
r ivers .

• These  ci t ies  began  a s  places  w h e r e
 f rom boa t s  to  wagons  and  
t ra ins .

• Today, t he  Fall Line f e a t u r e s  some  of t he  s t a t e ’s  mos t  beautiful 
waterfal ls .

Okefenokee Swamp
• The Okefenokee Swamp is located in t he

 of Georgia,  and it is one  of t he  
l a rges t  f r e s h  w a t e r  swamps  in North America.

• It c o v e r s  roughly of t he   
Coastal  Plains region.

• Its name comes  f rom a  Seminole word  meaning,
“ _ ”.

• Wate r  in t he  swamp a v e r a g e s  b e t w e e n
 , and t h e r e  is unstable,  marshy
ground benea th  it.

• The Okefenokee Swamp is home to
 of plants and animals.

• In 1937, c r e a t e d  t he   
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge,  so  t he  swamp is now
 .
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Appalachian Mountains
•  of  t he  Appalachian Mountain r a nge  

ex tends  into Georgia.
• The sou the rn  end  of  t he  chain lies within t he

.
• The s e  mounta ins a r e  Georgia ’s ,  

with m ore  than  80 inches  of rainfall eve ry  yea r.
• In 1828, in this a r e a  of t he  mountain

r a nge  and put  t he  town of Dahlonega on the  map.
• Today, tour i s t s  visit t h e  Appalachian Mountains to  enjoy the

 and recrea t iona l  activities.

Chattahoochee River
• The Cha t tahoochee  River begins in t he  Blue Ridge Mountains and

 t owa rd  Alabama and the  Gulf of  
Mexico.

• The  Cha t t a hooc h e e  is a n  fo r   
Georgia,  a s  well a s  fo r  Alabama and Florida.

• In t he  pas t ,  ci t ies  along the  r iver  u sed  it a s  a  s o u r c e  of
 and a s  a  means  of t ranspor ta t ion .

• Today, many man-made lakes h a r n e s s  w a t e r  f rom the  r iver  fo r
 , drinking w a t e r,  and flood control .

• It is also used  fo r  like kayaking,  
canoeing,  and fishing.

Savannah River
• The Savannah River begins in t he  foothills of t he  Appalachian  

Mountains and is t he  natural  boundary b e t w e e n
 .

• It flows sou thwes t  t owa rd  Savannah and empt ies  into t he
 .

• It’s important  fo r  shipping and t r a d e  b e c a u s e  i ts
 make  it possible fo r  large  ships to
navigate.

Barr ier Islands
• Barr ie r  Islands a r e  loca ted  along Georgia’s coast l ine and form a   

ba r r i e r  b e t w e e n  the  .
• These  islands p r o t e c t  t he  mainland f rom much of t he  oc ean

 tha t  would o therwise  e r o d e  the   
coas t .

• In Georgia’s early history,  f o r t s  w e r e  built on t he  islands to
 .

• Today, some  of t he  islands, like S t  Simons, Tybee,  and Jekyll, a r e
popular vacation .

• Other  ba r r i e r  islands a r e  and  
wilderness  sanc tuar ies ,  and cannot  b e  des t royed  by manmade
developments .
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Physical Features
• The re  a r e  many different  physical f e a t u r e s  in t he  Georgia.
• Physical f e a t u r e s  include bodies of wa t e r,  d e s e r t s ,

mountain r anges ,  and o the r  landforms.
• They a r e  c r e a t e d  by na ture ;  they a r e  not  man-made.

Fall Line
• The Fall Line is about  twenty  miles wide and s e p a r a t e s  t he   

Piedmont region f rom the  Coastal  Plain region.
• It marks  t he  pa r t  of t he  s t a t e  w h e r e  t he  elevation begins to  

drastically drop towards  s e a  level.
• This c a u s e s  w a t e r  to  run  down hill a t  an  inc reased  r a t e .
• In t he  s t a te ’s  early days,  Georgians built ci t ies like  

Columbus, Macon, Milledgeville, and Augusta  along the  Fall  
Line r ivers .

• These  cit ies began  a s  places  w h e r e  goods w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d
from boa t s  to  wagons  and t ra ins .

• Today, t he  Fall Line f e a t u r e s  some of t he  s t a te ’s  mos t   
beautiful waterfal ls .

Okefenokee Swamp
• The Okefenokee Swamp is located in t he  sou theas t  c o r n e r  

of Georgia,  and it is one  of t he  l a rges t  f r e sh  w a t e r  swamps   
in North America.

• It cove r s  roughly 700 s q u a r e  miles of t he  Coastal  Plains  
region.

• Its name comes  f rom a  Seminole word  meaning, “land of t he  
trembling ear th” .

• Water  in t he  swamp a v e r a g e s  b e t w e e n  2 and 4  f e e t  deep,   
and t h e r e  is unstable,  marshy ground benea th  it.

• The Okefenokee Swamp is home to  more  than 1,000 types  of
plants and animals.

• In 1937, Pres ident  Roosevelt  c r e a t e d  the  Okefenokee  
National Wildlife Refuge,  so  t he  swamp is now p r o t e c t e d   
land.
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Appalachian Mountains
• Nearly 100 miles of t he  Appalachian Mountain r a nge  ex tends  into  

Georgia.
• The sou the rn  end  of  t he  chain lies within t he  Blue Ridge region.
• These  mountains a r e  Georgia’s highest  and w e t t e s t  a r e a s ,  with  

m ore  than  80 inches  of rainfall eve ry  yea r.
• In 1828, gold w a s  d i scovered  in this a r e a  of t he  mountain r a nge  and  

put  t he  town of Dahlonega on the  map.
• Today, tour i s t s  visit t h e  Appalachian Mountains to  enjoy t he  region’s

beautiful views and recrea t iona l  activities.

Chattahoochee River
• The Cha t tahoochee  River begins in t he  Blue Ridge Mountains and  

flows sou thwes t  t owa rd  Alabama and the  Gulf of Mexico.
• The Cha t tahoochee  is an  important  s o u r c e  of w a t e r  fo r  Georgia,  a s  

well a s  fo r  Alabama and Florida.
• In t he  pas t ,  ci t ies  along the  r iver  u sed  it a s  a  s o u r c e  of power  fo r   

mills and a s  a  means  of t ranspor ta t ion .
• Today, many man-made lakes h a r n e s s  w a t e r  f rom the  r iver  fo r   

hydroelectr ici ty ,  drinking w a t e r,  and flood control .
• It is also used  fo r  recrea t iona l  activities  like kayaking, canoeing,  and

fishing.

Savannah River
• The Savannah River begins in t he  foothills of t he  Appalachian  

Mountains and is t he  natural  boundary b e t w e e n  Georgia and South  
Carolina.

• It flows sou thwes t  t owa rd  Savannah and empt ies  into t he  Atlantic  
Ocean .

• It’s important  fo r  shipping and t r a d e  b e c a u s e  i ts  deep  w a t e r s  and
width make  it possible fo r  large  ships to  navigate.

Barr ier Islands
• Barr ie r  Islands a r e  loca ted  along Georgia’s coast l ine and form a   

ba r r i e r  b e t w e e n  the  mainland and the  Atlantic Ocean .
• These  islands p r o t e c t  t he  mainland f rom much of t he  oc ean  wind,  

waves ,  and c u r r e n t s  t ha t  would o therwise  e r o d e  the  coas t .
• In Georgia’s ear ly history,  f o r t s  w e r e  built on t he  islands to  p r o t e c t   

t he  s t a t e ’s  c oas t .
• Today, some  of t he  islands, like S t  Simons, Tybee,  and Jekyll, a r e   

popular vacation dest inat ions  fo r  tour is ts .
• Other  ba r r i e r  islands a r e  p r o t e c t e d  wildlife r e s e r v e s  and wilderness

sanc tuar ies ,  and cannot  b e  des t royed  by manmade  developments .
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T e a c h e r  D i r e c t i o n s  – F o l d a b l e
• The next  two  pages  a r e  fo r  an  Interact ive Foldable. (*This is an   

a l ternat ive way fo r  your  s tuden t s  to  t ake  no te s  if you do not  wan t  to  
u s e  t he  CLOZE notes.)

• Print  out  t he  foldable pages  fo r  e a c h  s tudent .
• The s tuden t s  will cu t  t he  templa te  out  along t he  thick outs ide lines.
• Next, they will c u t  along t he  thin lines t ha t  divide e a c h  word,  stopping

a t  t he  gray  rec tangle .
• They should a t t a c h  t he  side of t he  templa te  (gray rectangle)  to  thei r  

notebooks .
• They will now b e  able to  open up e a c h  flap and wr i te  t he  definitions  

undernea th .

• *If t ime allows, have  s tuden t s  color t he  flaps.
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Fall  Line

Okefenokee  
S w a m p

Appalachian  
f tounta ins
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C h a t t a h o o c h e e
River

Savannah  
River

Barrier  
Islands
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Fall Line Area  w h e r e  t he  Piedmont and Coastal  Plain m e e t  t ha t  f e a t u r e s  a  rapid drop in elevation and many waterfalls;  many  
of GA’s early cit ies a r e  located along t he  Fall Line

Okefenokee  S w a m p One of t he  nation’s l a rges t  swamps;  700 s q u a r e  mile f r e s h  w a t e r  wetland in t he  Coastal  Plain; home to  hundreds  of  
spec ies  of plants and animals

Appalachian  
f t o u n t a i n s

Southern  tip of chain lies in Blue Ridge region; nearly 100 miles a r e  in Georgia

Chattahoochee  R ive r Major r iver  t ha t  fo rms  p a r t  of b o r d e r  b e t w e e n  GA and AL; important  w a t e r  s o u r c e  for  GA, AL, & FL; provides  
hydroelectrici ty,  drinking w a te r ,  r ec rea t ion ,  & flood control

S a v a n n a h  Rive r Major r iver  t ha t  fo rms  most  of t he  GA-SC border ;  important  fo r  shipping and t r a d e  b e c a u s e  it is deep  and wide  
enough for  large ships; also provides drinking w a te r ,  r ec rea t ion ,  and a  s o u r c e  of power

B a r r i e r  Is lands Islands tha t  line Georgia’s coas t ;  p r o t e c t  t he  mainland form erosion
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• T h e r e  a r e  many di fferent  physical f e a t u r e s  in  
t he  Georgia.

• Physical f e a t u r e s  include bodies of w a t e r,   
d e s e r t s ,  mountain r anges ,  and o t h e r   
landforms.

• They a r e  c r e a t e d  by na ture ;  they  a r e  not  man-
made.
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Fall
Line

C h a t ta h o o c h e e
Rive r

S av a n n a h
River

A p p a l a c h i a n
f t o u n t a i n s

B a r r i e r
Is lan d s

O k e f e n o k e e
S w a m p
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• The Fall Line is about  twenty  miles wide and
s e p a r a t e s  t he  Piedmont region f rom the   
Coastal  Plain region.

• It marks  t he  p a r t  of  t he  s t a t e  w h e r e  t he   
elevation begins to  drastically drop  t o w a r d s
s e a  level.

• This c a u s e s  w a t e r  to  run  down hill a t  an   
inc reased  r a t e .
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Line
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• In t he  s t a t e ’s  early days,  Georgians built ci t ies
like Columbus, Macon, Milledgeville, and  
Augusta  along t he  Fall Line r ivers .

• These  cit ies began  a s  p laces  w h e r e  goods   
w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom boa t s  to  wagons  and  
t ra ins .

• Today, t he  Fall Line f e a t u r e s  some  of t he   
s t a t e ’s  mos t  beautiful waterfal ls .
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• The Okefenokee  Swamp is located  in t he   
sou thea s t  c o r n e r  of  Georgia,  and it is one  of
t he  l a rges t  f r e s h  w a t e r  swamps  in North  
America.

• It c o v e r s  roughly 700 s q u a r e  miles of  t he   
Coastal  Plains region.

• Its name c o m e s  f rom a  Seminole word   
meaning, “land of t he  trembling ear th” .
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O k e f e n o k e e
S w a m p
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• Wate r  in t h e  swamp a v e r a g e s  b e t w e e n  2  and 4
f e e t  deep ,  and t h e r e  is unstable,  marshy   
ground benea th  it.

• The Okefenokee  Swamp is home to  more  than  
1,000 types  of plants and animals.

• In 1937, Pres ident  Roosevelt  c r e a t e d  t he   
Okefenokee  National Wildlife Refuge,  so  t he   
swamp is now p r o t e c t e d  land.
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• Nearly 100 miles of t he  Appalachian Mountain
r a n g e  ex tends  into Georgia.

• The sou the rn  end  of t he  chain lies within t he
Blue Ridge region.

• These  mountains a r e  Georgia’s highest  and
w e t t e s t  a r e a s ,  with more  than  80 inches of
rainfall eve ry  year.
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A p p a l a c h i a n
f t o u n t a i n s
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• In 1828, gold w a s  d iscovered  in this a r e a  of t he
mountain r a n g e  and put  t he  town of Dahlonega
on t he  map.

• Today, tour i s t s  visit t h e  Appalachian Mountains
to  enjoy t he  region’s beautiful views and  
recrea t ional  activities.
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• The Cha t tahoochee  River begins in t he  Blue  
Ridge Mountains and flows sou thwes t  t oward  
Alabama and t he  Gulf of  Mexico.

• The Cha t tahoochee  is an  important  s o u r c e  of
w a t e r  fo r  Georgia,  a s  well a s  fo r  Alabama and
Florida.

© 2015 Brain Wrinkles



C h a t ta h o o c h e e
Rive r
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• In t he  pas t ,  ci t ies along t he  r iver  u sed  it a s  a
s o u r c e  of power  fo r  mills and a s  a  means  of 
t ranspor ta t ion .

• Today, many man-made lakes h a r n e s s  w a t e r
f rom the  r iver  fo r  hydroelectr ici ty,  drinking
w a t e r,  and flood control .

• It is also u sed  fo r  recrea t ional  activities like 
kayaking, canoeing,  and fishing.

© 2015 Brain Wrinkles



© 2015 Brain Wrinkles



• The Savannah River begins in t he  foothills of   
t h e  Appalachian Mountains and is t he  natural   
boundary b e t w e e n  Georgia and South Carolina.

• It flows sou thwes t  t oward  Savannah and  
empt ies  into t he  Atlantic Ocean.

• It’s important  fo r  shipping and t r a d e  b e c a u s e   
i ts  deep  w a t e r s  and width make  it possible fo r  
large  ships to  navigate.
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S av a n n a h
River
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• Barr ie r  Islands a r e  located  along Georgia’s  
coastl ine and form a  ba r r i e r  b e t w e e n  t he   
mainland and t he  Atlantic Ocean.

• These  islands p r o t e c t  t he  mainland f rom much
of t he  ocean  wind, waves ,  and c u r r e n t s  t ha t  
would o therwise  e r o d e  t he  coas t .

• In Georgia’s early history,  f o r t s  w e r e  built on  
t he  islands to  p r o t e c t  t he  s t a t e ’s  coas t .

© 2015 Brain Wrinkles



B a r r i e r
Is lands
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St S imons  Is land
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• Today, some  of t he  islands, like S t  Simons,  
Tybee,  and Jekyll, a r e  popular vacat ion  
dest inat ions fo r  tour is t s .

• Other  ba r r i e r  islands a r e  p r o t e c t e d  wildlife
r e s e r v e s  and wilderness  sanc tuar ies ,  and 
cannot  b e  des t royed  by manmade  
developments .
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C u m b e r l a n d  Is land
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Fall
Line

C h a t ta h o o c h e e
Rive r

S av a n n a h
River

A p p a l a c h i a n
f t o u n t a i n s

B a r r i e r
Is lan d s

O k e f e n o k e e
S w a m p
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T e a c h e r  Info – Phys i ca l  F e a t u r e s
C h a r t

• Print  off  t he  Physical F e a t u r e s  Char t  fo r  e a c h  s tuden t .

• The s tuden t s  will complete  t he  c h a r t  with t he  location,
description,  and illustration of e a c h  physical f ea tu r e .

• *Print f ront- to-back to  s ave  ink & paper!
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Directions: Complete t he  c h a r t  below with information about  important  physical f e a t u r e s  in Georgia.  You will need  to  include a  descript ion,  t he  location, 
and an illustration for  e a c h  f ea tu r e .

Fall Line

Location:

Description:

O k e f e n o k e e  S w a m p

Location:

Description:

A p p a l a c h i a n  f t o u n t a i n s
Location:

Description:

C h a t t a h o o c h e e  River
Location:

Description:
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S a v a n n a h  River

Location:

Description:

B a r r i e r  Is lands

Location:

Description:
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T e a c h e r  Info – G e o r g i a  f t a p

• Print  off  t he  GA’s Physical F e a t u r e s  map fo r  e a c h
s tuden t .

• The s tuden t s  will label and color t he  6 physical  
f e a t u r e s  on t he  map.
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Directions: Label and color  e a c h  physical f e a t u r e  on the  map:  
Cha t tahoochee  River, Savannah River, Okefenokee  Swamp, Appalachian
Mountains, Bar r i e r  Islands, and Fall Line.

GA’s Phys i ca l  F e a t u r e s
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T e a c h e r  Info – S o u v e n i r  S u i t c a s e

• Print  off  t he  Souvenir Sui tcase  handout  fo r  e a c h  s tuden t .

• The s tuden t s  will imagine tha t  they took a  trip to  all 6 p laces
mentioned in this presenta t ion .  They will d r a w  a  souvenir   
inside of t he  su i t case  to  r e p r e s e n t  e a c h  place.

• Underneath  e a c h  souvenir,  they should wr i te  w h e r e  it’s  
f rom & how it’s significant to  t he  place.
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Directions: Imagine tha t  you a r e  on a  tou r  t ha t  s tops  a t  e a c h  of t he  key f e a t u r e s  in  
Georgia.  Draw a  souvenir  t ha t  you have  collected a t  e a c h  place.  Underneath  your  
p ic tures ,  p lease  wr i te  w h e r e  t he  souvenir  is f rom and how it is significant to  t he  place.



T e a c h e r  D i r e c t i o n s  – Des ign  A  P l a t e

• Have the  s tuden t s  design a  plate t ha t  s h o w c a s e s  t he   
physical f e a t u r e s  f rom this presenta t ion .

• The design should include symbols o r  f a c t s  t ha t  r e l a te  to  t he
physical f e a tu r e s .

• In t he  textbox,  they will wr i te  a  descript ion tha t  explains t he  
symbols used  in t he  plate’s design.
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Directions: Design a  plate t ha t  s howca ses  all of  t he  important  physical f e a t u r e s  tha t  w e  have  studied.  Make s u r e  tha t  your plate’s design includes symbols 
and illustrations tha t  r e p r e s e n t  t he  four  f e a tu r e s .  In t he  textbox,  you will explain your plate’s design and t he  significance of t he  symbols.

Plate’s  Desc r ip t i on :
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T e a c h e r  Info – GA P o s t c a r d
• Print  off  t he  Famous Place Pos t ca rd  fo r  e a c h  s tuden t .

• The s tuden t s  will wr i te  a  sho r t  no te  to  thei r  family  
describing one  of t he  important  p laces  in Georgia’s  
geography (as  if they a r e  there) .

• On the  f ront ,  they will d r aw  an illustration of t he  place and
include a  sho r t  greet ing.

• If t ime allows, t he  s tuden t s  can  cu t  out  t he  c a r d s  and t ape
the  f ron t  to  t he  back  like an  actual  pos tca rd .
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F a m o u s  P l a c e  P o s t c a r d
Directions: Write a  shor t  no te  to  your family describing one  of t he  important   
places  tha t  w e  have studied. Be s u r e  to  desc r ibe  w h e r e  t he  place is located  
and why it is famous.  On the  front ,  d raw an illustration of t he  place and include
a  shor t  greet ing.

Front
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T e a c h e r  D i r e c t i o n s  – f t y  N a m e  Is…

• Have s tuden t s  wr i te  3-5 “clues” about  one  of Georgia’s  
physical f e a t u r e s  f rom the  lesson (but  don’t wr i te  t he  name
of t he  fea ture) .

• They will also d r aw  a  quick ske t ch  of t he  f e a t u r e  inside of  
t he  box. (Color, if time).

• The next  day, begin c lass  by having s tuden t s  s h a r e  thei r   
c lues  and have  thei r  p e e r s  gues s  t he  place.  You can  do this 
in pa r tne r s ,  groups,  o r  with t he  en t i re  c lass .
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Directions: On the  name t ag  below, wr i te  3-5 clues about  one  of Georgia’s physical f e a tu r e s .  Don’t wr i te  t he  fea ture ’s  name b e c a u s e  your c la ssmates  a r e  
going to  gues s  wha t  it is ba sed  on your description! Inside of t he  textbox,  d r aw  and color an  illustration of t he  f e a tu r e .
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T e a c h e r  Info – F ie ld t r ip  Wish List
T icke t  O u t  t h e  D o o r

• Have s tuden t s  wr i te  a  quick no te  to  p e r s u a d e  you to   
t ake  them on a  “fieldtrip” to  one  of t he  p laces  o r   
f e a t u r e s  f rom this lesson.  They should include a t  leas t  3
r e a s o n s  why t he  c lass  should visit t ha t  f e a tu r e .

• If t ime, they can  d r a w  an illustration to  accompany t he   
note .
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Wouldn’t it be awesome to take a fieldtrip to visit one of the physical features
that we’ve studied? Write me a note to try and convince me to take your class
there. Include at least THREE reasons why we should visit that place/feature.

Also, draw an illustration to go with your note.

From the Desk of…

Wouldn’t it be awesome to take a fieldtrip to visit one of the physical  
features that we’ve studied? Write me a note to try and convince me to
take your class there. Include at least THREE reasons why we should  
visit that place/feature. Also, draw an illustration to go with your note.

From the Desk of…
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Thank you so  much fo r  downloading this file. I s incerely hope you find it helpful and tha t
your  s tuden t s  learn a  lot f rom it! I look fo rward  to  reading your  f eedback  in my s to r e .

If you like this file, you might wan t  to  check  out  some  of my o the r  p roduc t s  t ha t  t e a c h  social
s tudies  topics  in c rea t ive ,  engaging, and hands-on ways.

Bes t  of luck to  you this school year,

Ansley at Brain Wrinkles
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Thank you,

Ansley at Brain Wrinkles
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