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Advanced Studies Guiding Principles

Forsyth County Schools 
Learner Profile

PGMS Mission and Vision

“Embrace Opportunities, 

Unlock Potential, 

Inspire Excellence”



Advanced Studies Guiding Principles

• Advanced Studies Courses allow students to…
oChallenge themselves academically through a 

variety of learning opportunities
o Follow their interests and aptitudes
o Engage in the content in deeper, more 

meaningful ways than in a typical class
o Build and develop strong personal qualities



Course Information

Advanced Studies Courses will be offered in 
grades 6 through 8 in the four core subjects!

English/Language Arts

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies



6th Grade Advanced Course Options
Students may select UP TO THREE of the 

following Advanced Studies Courses

English/Language Arts

Science (Earth Science)

Social Studies (Geography)

Advanced 6th Math OR Accelerated 6th Math*



7th Grade Advanced Course Options
Students may select UP TO FOUR of the 

following Advanced Studies Courses

English/Language Arts

Science (Life Science)

Social Studies (Geography)

Advanced 7th Math OR Accelerated 7th Math*



8th Grade Course Information
Course Options for the 18-19 School Year have 

changed for our rising 8th Graders

All 8th Graders will have four core classes.

Most 8th Graders will take Spanish (HS Credit) 
and Physical Science (HS Credit).

Advanced Course offerings  and selection 
processes have changed, per County Guidelines



8th Grade Course Information

Subject On-Level Advanced Accelerated/Advanced

English/Language Arts 8th Grade ELA Advanced 8th Grade ELA

Mathematics 8th Grade Math Algebra I* (HS Credit) Accel GSE Alg I/Geo A*
(HS Credit)

Social Studies 8th Grade 
Georgia Studies

Advanced 8th Grade 
Georgia Studies

Science 8th Grade Science* Physical Science*
(HS Credit)

Advanced Physical 
Science* (HS Credit)

Fifth “Core” Class Spanish I (HS Credit)
Math Support*
Reading Support*
ESOL*

* = Indicates placement based on demonstrated need for support or enrichment.



8th Grade Advanced Course Options

Advanced Courses are available in all four 
Core Subject Areas for our 8th Grade Students

Students may select… Students may be placed in…

Advanced ELA Algebra I (HS Credit)

Advanced Social Studies Accel Algebra I/
Geometry A (HS Credit)

Advanced Physical Science 
(HS Credit)

*Placement determinations are made by teachers using FCS
and PGMS guidance for determining student readiness



Additional Information about 
Mathematics Course Offerings

Advanced Math (All Grades)

• Open to students by course 
selection/registration (Grades 6 & 7)

• Students are exposed to grade level 
standards

• Additional standards and depth of 
content will be explored as 
appropriate for each student/group

• Appropriate for MOST students who 
have shown strong aptitude in math

Accelerated Math (All Grades)

• Students are identified and placed based on 
demonstrated need for acceleration

• Students must qualify through placement 
testing AND class performance from year to 
year to remain in Accelerated Math 

• Students are exposed to more than one 
year/course worth of content standards in 
one academic year (Pace is Key!)

• Appropriate for students who have 
SUPERIOR aptitude in math



Additional Information about 
Mathematics Course Offerings

Grade On-Level Advanced Accelerated

6th GSE 6th Grade Mathematics Advanced GSE 6th Grade Math GSE Accelerated Math 6 / 7A

7th GSE 7th Grade Mathematics Advanced GSE 7th Grade Math GSE Accelerated Math 7B / 8

8th GSE 8th Grade Mathematics GSE Algebra I GSE Accel Algebra I / Geometry A

9th GSE Algebra I GSE Geometry A GSE Accel Geometry B / Algebra II

10th GSE Geometry GSE Algebra II GSE Accel Pre-Calculus

11th GSE Algebra II GSE Pre-Calculus AP Calculus AB/BC
AP Statistics
Dual Enrollment

12th GSE Pre-Calculus
GSE AMDM
AP Statistics

AP Calculus AB/BC
AP Statistics
Dual Enrollment

AP Calculus AB/BC
AP Statistics
Dual Enrollment



Recommendations and Registration Guidelines



Recommendations and Registration Guidelines
• Teachers have provided recommendations and 
placement determinations to inform course 
selections by students.

• Students and Parents must select these courses by 
registering online during the course selection 
window and turning in the Course Selection Form to 
the PGMS Main Office by the deadline!

•Verification processes will happen after Spring Break!



Advanced Studies Course Withdrawals
• Students/Parents may select in to Advanced Classes 

through the Registration Window

• If teachers identify students that have significant 
struggles in Advanced Studies Courses, teachers will reach 
out to  parents discuss the student’s progress to date.

• Students may be withdrawn from Advanced Studies 
Courses within the first nine-weeks of the school year by 
request with parent consent.

• After the end of the first quarter, students will continue 
their enrollment in Advanced/Accelerated courses for the 
remainder of the school year.



Frequently Asked Questions
• How many Advanced Studies Courses can/should my 

student take?

• What support is provided to students taking Advanced 
Studies Courses?

• How will Advanced Studies Courses be graded?  Will those 
grades be weighted?

• What is the difference in homework between on-level and 
advanced courses?

• What if my student doesn’t take Advanced (or Accelerated) 
classes this year?



Additional Questions?

• For specific questions about course offerings and the 
registration process, consult the resources on the PGMS 
Website.

• Home Page > Student Services > Counseling > 
Course Registration for 18-19 School Year

Thank you for joining us this evening!


