Question of the Day

What is the purpose of
the Panama Canal and how
IS 1T important to
international trade?
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WCCA: West Cozst Central America
WCSA: Wesi Coast South America
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Early History

- 1513--Vasco Nunez de Balboa crosses the

iIsthmus of Panama and becomes the first
European to see the Pacific side of
Panama.

» 1524--Spanish explorer Hernan Cortes
suggests that a path across the isthmus
of Panama would be a great idea

* 1534--The King of Spain wants to build a
canal through Panama.

- Although these people knew how
wonderful it would be to create this,
they didn't have the ability to do it.
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After looking at these pictures, what
do you think would be the challenges
of trying to build a canal through a
tropical jungle and mountains?






The French Give Up

+ 1881--A French company begins
construction on the canal.

+ 1890--After eight years France gives
up on the project.

- Over 20,000 construction workers die
working on the project for France.

- The company trying to build the canal
goes bankrupt.



Why was it so important to
build a canal?

* It is 1904. Theodore Roosevelt is
president, and the United States is
fast becoming one of the most
powerful nations in the world. Such
recent inventions as the telephone
and the automobile make the 3,000
mile-wide country seem a lot smaller.
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So the United States is ready to do what seemed
impossible... join the Atlantic and Pacific Oceansl!

But a major decision had o be made. Should the
canal be built at sea level like the Suez Canal?

Or should it follow the natural rise of the land?
This would mean building
to raise and
lower ships as they pass through the canal.
Locks this big had never been made before. The
decision was made in favor of having locks. Now
they just had to figure out how to build them.






Existing locks" maximum vessel 4,800 TEU

New locks’ maximum vessel size: 12,600 TEU




How the Panama Canal Works

Lock+ype Canal

Lock Gate

Closed chamber Additional locks

fills with water to raise water level
raise ship 1o o height of higher

lewe| of next lock sea level

Sea-level Canal

Carving through uneven
terrain unites the wo
bodies of water aliowing for
aqual sealevel passage







- How a lock works

http://www.pancanal.com/enqg/qgeneral/howitworks/index.html



http://www.pancanal.com/eng/general/howitworks/index.html
http://www.pancanal.com/eng/general/howitworks/index.html
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Here are the giant locks.
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Here are the
giant locks
being built.
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How do you think the
building of the
Panama Canal was a
challenge to the
people who built it?



Working Conditions

Imagine working on the Panama Canal. By
noon the temperature is about 100
degrees. It's humid-so humid that after
iIT rains steam rises from the ground and
your clothes become soaking wet. There
IS ho shade, no air-conditioning, and no
place to get cool.




Working Conditions

The average yearly rainfall is
about 80 inches. Flooding
makes the ground like pudding,
and you can sink up to your
knees in mud. Tropical
diseases, such as yellow fever
and malaria are spread easily

by mosquitoes. m\




Working Conditions

A tropical jungle may be a fascinating
place for scientists to work, but for
workers trying to build a canal, it's a
nightmare. Imagine trying to dig out
tons of dirt in a jungle like this. And
there was no insect repellent to keep
the bugs from biting.



Working conditions

As one worker said, "There was no
shelter from the sun or the rain.
There were no trees, and when the
sun shines, you get it. When the rain
falls you get it."
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The building of the canal
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1914 The Canal Opens

\
Image Courtesy of:
http://www.canalmuseum.com/photos/panamacanalphoto042.htm



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9%es-i5i4Zc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vi19z4LEiQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmEiwOQRb28

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALVF3BI|ZV8I



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9es-i5i4Zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vi19z4LEi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmEiwOQRb28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALVF3BlZV8I




U.S. TRADE ROUTED THROUGH THE PANAMA CANAL
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©OCEAN CRUISE GUIDES LTD.
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See large pull-out : - Nognbre de Dios
map at back of book 0
I

for more detail.
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The New and Improved
Panama Canal

» The new locks are wider than the old
ones, 180 feet vs. 110 feet, and are
deeper, too, at 60 feet vs. 42 feet.

» Officials say the larger locks and new
lane will double the waterway's cargo
capacity.



* https://www.youtube.com/user/Panam
aCanalOnline



https://www.youtube.com/user/PanamaCanalOnline
https://www.youtube.com/user/PanamaCanalOnline

