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DISCLAIMER

 Assessment & Accountability is receiving information from the Florida 

Department of Education on a weekly basis…what is presented in this 

PowerPoint may change.



QUESTION & ANSWERS

 If you have any questions, please complete the Q&A survey.

 Link:  https://scps.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9FEOYV5W1NcIqq2

 QR Code:

https://scps.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9FEOYV5W1NcIqq2


AGENDA

 Test Administration 

• FAST Grades VPK-2 (STAR/Renaissance)

• FAST Grades 3-5

 Test Design Information

 Scoring & Reporting

 Helpful Resources



WHAT IS B.E.S.T. & FAST??

 Beginning with the 2022–23 school year, Florida’s 

statewide, standardized assessments in Reading, 

Writing, and Mathematics will be aligned with the 

Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.). 

 The Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST), 

which includes VPK-5 Reading and K-5 Mathematics 

assessments, will be administered as a progress 

monitoring assessment, which students will participate 

in three times per year.



PROGRESS MONITORING (PM) 1-3

 PM1 – provides a baseline score so teachers can track student progress 

in learning the B.E.S.T. Standards from PM1 to PM2.

 PM2 – provides a mid-year score to compare to the baseline score from 

PM1. 

 PM3 – provides a summative score that will accurately measure student 

mastery of the B.E.S.T. Standards at the end of the school year. 

• PM1 and PM2 are for informational purposes

• PM3 will be used for school accountability beginning in the 2023-24 school year



WHO PARTICIPATES?

 Per Florida Statute 1008.22, all public-school students are required to participate in 

the statewide assessment program.  
• All English Language Learners (ELLs) must participate in the state assessments (including 

ELA). This includes ELLs who have been enrolled in school in the U.S. for less than one year.

• Accommodations may be provided to students with a current Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

or Section 504 Plan.  Types of accommodations include:

 Flexible Presentation

 Flexible Responding

 Flexible Scheduling

 Flexible Setting

 Assistive Devices & Tools

 Paper-Based Only for Progress Monitoring 3

• Regular Print, Large Print, One-Item-Per-Page, and Braille



TEST SCHEDULE

Assessment Grade Level Test Date(s)

PM1 - FAST Star ELA (Early Literacy & Reading)
PM1 FAST Star Math

VPK-2 August 29 – October 7

PM1 FAST ELA-Reading & Math Grades 3-5 September 7 – October 7 

PM2 - FAST Star ELA (Early Literacy & Reading)
PM2 FAST Star Math

VPK-2 January 9-27

PM2 FAST ELA-Reading & Math Grades 3-5 January 9-27

PM3 - FAST Star ELA (Early Literacy & Reading)
PM3 FAST Star Math

VPK-2 May 1-12

PM3 FAST ELA-Reading & Math Grades 3-5 May 1-12

Spring Statewide Science Grade 5
May 15 & 16

Make-Ups: May17-25



GRADES 3-5 STATE REQUIRED TESTS

 Grades 3-5 Progress Monitoring (PM) 1-3 are computer-adaptive tests specific 

to the grade/subject tested

• For example:  a grade 3 student taking the grade 3 ELA assessment will only see 

items based on the grade 3 B.E.S.T. standards – the test will NOT adapt up or down 

a grade level

• The questions get easier or more difficult depending on how the student responds 

and each student will see different questions.

• Paper-based accommodations will be available beginning with PM3.

 Regular print, large print, one-item-per-page, and braille

 Grade 5 Statewide Science

• This is a paper-based test and consists of all multiple-choice questions (not adaptive)



GRADES VPK-2 ELA & K-2 MATH TEST TIMES

 Grades VPK-1 Star Early Literacy (computer adaptive)

• Timing: ~30 minutes

• # of items: ~27 items

• If a Grade K or 1 student scores an 852 or higher on Star Early Literacy, the student will take Star 
Reading on the subsequent Progress Monitor

 Grade 2 Star Reading (computer adaptive)

• Timing:  ~30 minutes

• # of items:  ~34 items

 Grades K-2 Star Math (computer adaptive)

• Timing:  ~45 minutes

• # of items:  ~34 items



GRADES VPK-2 ELA & K-2 MATH TEST TIMES 
(CONTINUED)

When there are 15 seconds left in an

item, a clock graphic appears at the top

of the screen letting the student know

they need to select an answer and move

on to the next question.

~45 minutes to 

answer all questions

~30 minutes to 

answer all questions

~30 minutes to answer 

all questions

For Grades VPK-2, the items are timed (see below for the timing per item)



GRADES 3-5 FAST ELA & MATH TEST TIMES

For Grades 3-5, the items are not 

timed – the entire test is timed



NO ELECTRONIC DEVICES

 No electronic devices permitted during testing

▪ Students CANNOT have any electronic device (e.g., cell phones/smartphones, 

smartwatches, cameras, etc.) on them OR within arm’s reach even if they do not use 

them

▪ Cause for immediate invalidation of test!!

Cell phones or 
smartphones 

Smartwatches Handheld 
video games 
and tablets

Cameras Bluetooth/ wireless 
headphones/ 

earbuds 



FAST PORTAL HOME PAGE
HTTPS://FLFAST.ORG/INDEX.HTML

Select Students & Families

https://flfast.org/index.html


FAST PORTAL - SAMPLE TESTS
HTTPS://FLFAST.ORG/INDEX.HTML

 Review the 2022-23 Practice Test and Sample Test Materials Guide

https://flfast.org/index.html
https://flfast.org/-/media/project/client-portals/florida-fast/pdf/manuals-and-user-guides/practice-test-and-sample-test-materials-user-guide.pdf


FAST PORTAL - SAMPLE TESTS

 Sample test materials (STMs) contain sample test items aligned to the B.E.S.T. 
Standards and allow teachers, parents/guardians, and students to become 
familiar with the various item types that will be encountered on the 
assessments, as well as the system, functionality, and tools on computer-based 
tests. 

 Please note the following: 

• While students are encouraged to use STMs, practice test sessions are not required 
prior to testing.

• For students taking Grade 5 Math RAMP, it is strongly encouraged that they become 
familiar with the online calculator prior to testing (handheld calculators are now 
permitted)

• STMs for paper-based accommodations will be available (online only) in Fall 2022



TEST DESIGN 

INFORMATION



GRADES VPK-2 FAST -

STAR EARLY LITERACY



GRADES VPK-1: STAR EARLY LITERACY

 Computer Adaptive 

• No paper test version available

• Not appropriate for students who are blind, deaf/hard of hearing, or who have other 

disabilities that preclude accessing a computer

 27 questions

• Assesses 3 broad domains / 10 subdomains / 42 skills

• All items are presented orally

 Student must have earbuds or headphones



GRADES VPK-1 STAR EARLY LITERACY
3 KEY DOMAINS



GRADE 2 STAR READING
5 KEY READING DOMAINS

 Word Knowledge & Skills

 Comprehensive Strategies and Constructing 
Meaning

 Analyzing Literacy Text

 Understanding Author’s Craft

 Analyzing Argument & Evaluating Text

 Computer Adaptive

• NOT presented orally

• No paper test version available

• Not appropriate for students who are blind, deaf/hard of 
hearing, or who have other disabilities that preclude 
accessing a computer



GRADES K-2 STAR MATH
4 BROAD DOMAINS

 Numbers and Operations

 Algebra

 Geometry and Measurement

 Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability

 Computer Adaptive 

• All items are presented orally

 Student must have earbuds or headphones

• No paper test version available

• Not appropriate for students who are blind, 
deaf/hard of hearing, or who have other disabilities 
that preclude accessing a computer



GRADES 3-5 FAST ELA & MATH

GRADE 5 SCIENCE



GRADES 3-5 RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

 Test Administration Manual – policy and procedural information for 

administering assessments

 Test Design Summaries – provides a map/blueprint for how each 

assessment is designed

• ELA Test Design and Math Test Design

 Understanding Florida Statewide Assessment Reports –

explanation of the reports, information about the content assessment, and 

glossary of the terms used in the reports

https://flfast.org/-/media/project/client-portals/florida-fast/pdf/manuals-and-user-guides/2022-2023-grades-3-10-fast-progress-monitoring-administration-manual---pm1-pm2.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/TDS-FAST-ELA.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/20102/urlt/TDS-FAST-Math.pdf
https://flfast.org/-/media/project/client-portals/florida-fast/pdf/manuals-and-user-guides/understanding-fast-reports-for-families.pdf


GRADE 3 ELATEST DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADE 4 ELATEST 

DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADE 5 ELATEST 

DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADES 3-5 ELA-READING

 Two types of Reading passages:

▪ Informational:  provide readers with facts about a particular subject and may 

include magazine and newspaper articles, editorials, and biographies

▪ Literary: written primarily for reader’s enjoyment and may include short stories, 

poems, folk tales, and selections from novels



GRADES 4-5 WRITING FIELD TEST

• In 2022–23, Writing will be administered as a field test to a representative sample of

Florida students during April of 2023. (At this time, schools have not been selected.)

• FAST Writing will be administered to all students in grades 4-5 in April of 2024.

• Writing will be reported separately from Reading and will not contribute to an overall

ELA score.

• FAST Writing will be computer-based in all assessed grades and prompts will be in

response to text.

• Additional information about Writing dates and administration policies is 

forthcoming.



GRADES 4-5 WRITING FIELD TEST

 Writing component consists of one text-based constructed response item

▪ Students read a variety of texts and respond to a prompt

 Prompt will ask for the student’s opinion or ask the student to 

inform/explain

▪ Writing Score

▪ At this time, it is unknown how the Writing Field Test will be scored



GRADES 4-5 WRITING PASSAGE & PROMPT



SAMPLE OF A 
G4&5 WRITING 
PLANNING SHEET



GRADE 3 MATHTEST 

DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADE 4 MATHTEST 

DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADE 5 MATHTEST 

DESIGN SUMMARY



GRADE 5 MATH RAMP 

TEST DESIGN SUMMARY

 Grade 5 Math Ramp will take 

the Grade 6 Progress 

Monitoring assessments



GRADES 3-5 ITEM TYPES

 Multiple Choice

 Multiselect

 Editing Task Choice

 Evidence-Based Selected Response

 Open Response

 Table Match

 Graphic Response Item Display (GRID) / Action Buttons

 Equation Editor

 Selectable Hot Text



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Students select one

correct answer from 

four answer choices.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Student is directed to 

select two or select all

of the correct answers 

from the options 

provided.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 To enter responses for editing task 

items, click the highlighted word or 

phrase

• Normally highlighted with a light green 

background

 Some editing task items require 

students to select a replacement word 

or phrase from a menu or drop-down 

list



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Other editing task items require 

students to read a short passage with 

highlighted words or phrases. 

 Each multiple-choice item in the 

passage set corresponds to one of the 

highlighted portions of the associated 

text.

 Students selects the correct word or 

phrase that should replace the 

highlighted word or phrase OR selects 

“correct as is”



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Typically, Part A is a multiple-

choice question and Part B 

may be multiple choice or 

multiselect.

 Part A often asks students to 

make an analysis or inference, 

and Part B requires students 

to select text to support their 

answer in Part A.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Students use the 

keyboard to enter the 

response into a text 

box.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Matching items requires 

students to check a box to 

indicate if the information in 

the column headers matches 

the information in each row.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Grid/Action items may require 

students to use the point, line, or 

arrow buttons to create a 

response.

 Other Grid/Action items may 

require students to select words, 

phrases, or images and/or use the 

drag-and-drop feature to place 

them into an answer area.



EQUATION EDITOR

 Requires students to create 

a response.  Responses may 

be in the form of a number 

or fraction.



TEST ITEM TYPES

 Hot text items require 

students to click on a 

response option 

(Selectable Hot Text) or 

drag a response option to 

another location (Drag 

and Drop Hot Text).



GRADES 4-5 MATH REFERENCE SHEETS

 Grades 4 & 5 Math will 

receive reference sheets

▪ Grade 4 some formulas 

are provided on the 

reference sheet

▪ Grade 5 some formulas 

may be included with the 

test item

 Grade 3 Math does not 

receive a reference sheet



GRADE 5 SCIENCE TEST DESIGN

 Only Grade 5 students take the Statewide Science assessment

 This is the only test that is ALL multiple-choice



GRADE 5 SCIENCE TEST DESIGN



GRADE 5 SCIENCE TEST DESIGN



SCORING & 

REPORTING



GRADES 3-5 FAST REPORTING

 In the first year, only certain information can be reported until standard setting 

takes place and new scale scores are established (Summer 2023 establish a new 

FAST scale).

 For the 2022–23 school year, the following information for grades 3–10 FAST 

ELA Reading and grades 3–8 FAST Mathematics will be reported: 

• Provisional scores will be linked to an FSA equivalent scale (see slide 54).

• Students will receive an overall scale score and achievement level for the 

overall scale score on the equivalent scale. 

• Students will also receive reporting category scale scores and achievement levels for 

reporting categories. 

• After the close of the test window, the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) 

will report percentile ranks at the student level for parents, schools, and districts.



GRADES 3-5 FAST

ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS

 The image describes each level and 

provides the scale score ranges for 

each level by grade level/subject test.

• Please remember that these levels are 

from the 2021-22 performance scale.

• New achievement levels for the FAST 

scale will be available in summer of 

2023. 

• Achievement levels range from Level 1 

to Level 5. For all assessments, Level 3 

indicates on-grade-level performance.



GRADES 3-5 FAST REPORTING

 PM1 and PM2 

• For this transitional year, it is important for teachers and families to understand that 

this information is intended to provide baseline and mid-year results for PM1 

and PM2 respectively. 

• These results are for informational purposes only and should be used to identify 

areas that may need additional instruction and support. 

• These results should not be considered student achievement designations.

 PM3 provides a summative score at the end of the year to measure 

student mastery of the grade-level content standards



VPK-5 FAMILY PORTAL

 For PM1, students’ results will not be 

released into the Family Portal until mid-

to late- October 

 Family Portal Brochure describes how to 

access your student’s results via the 

secure SCPS Skyward Family Access (must 

use the computer not phone application)

 Families can view data from Fall 2020 to 

current school year



ACCESSING FAMILY PORTAL VIA SKYWARD

 SCPS students and families will access 

the FDOE’s Family Portal via the 

secure Skyward Family Access

1. Log in to Skyward Family Access

2. Click on District Links

3. Click on Florida State Assessment

Portal (Student Name)

 If you have multiple students, then there 

will be a link for each student



FAMILY PORTAL 

CONTENTS

1. Student’s Detail

2. Subjects Tested

3. Scale Score

4. Bar Graph

5. View All Tests

6. View/Download Detailed Report

7. New Report(s) Memo

8. Glossary

9. Resources

10.Print

11.Sign Out

12.School Year of Tests



FAMILY PORTAL CONTENT DESCRIPTONS



SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 

VPK-5 TEST SCORES

 Families can also view their students test scores on Skyward Family Access 

under Test Scores.



SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 

K-2 TEST SCORES

 Test Name FSTK2 – students results for Grades K-2 ELA-Reading and Math



SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 

3-5 TEST SCORES

 Test Name FSTRO – students results for 

Grades 3-5 ELA-Reading

 Test Name FSTMO – students results 

for Grades 3-5 Math



VPK-2 STAR REPORTS

 Schools/Teachers may provide 

the following reports to 

parents:

• Star Parent Report

• Star Family Report

• Instructional Planning Report

Parent Report

Family Report Instructional 

Planning 

Report



VPK-2 STAR SCALE SCORE RANGES

 Star Early Literacy (VPK-1)

• Scale Score Range:  200-1100

 Star Reading (G2) & Math (K-2)

• Scale Score Range:  600-1400

New Slide



VPK-2 STAR PERCENTILE RANKS

 Percentile Rank score range from 1-99 

and express student ability relative to 

the scores of other students in the 

same grade.

• For a particular student, this score 

indicates the percentage of students in 

the norms group who obtained lower 

scores.  For example:  if a reading 

assessment gave a student a Percentile 

Rank of 85, the student’s reading skills are 

greater than 85% of other children in the 

same grade.

New Slide



GRADES 3-5 FAST 

STUDENT REPORT

1st Page of the Report

 Blue-shaded area displays the student’s 
scale score, achievement level, and a 
chart indicating the student’s scale score 
and where it falls in the achievement 
level.

 Orange-shaded area contains 
important notes for families

 Green-shaded area displays the 
student’s achievement level (below, 
at/near, or above the standard) for each 
reporting category in the test.



2nd Page of the Report

 Blue-shaded area displays a student’s 

achievement level over time.

 Green-shaded area contains the same 

information as the trend chart in a table 

that lists the date and time of each test, 

the PM window, the test name, scale 

score, and achievement level.

GRADES 3-5 FAST 

STUDENT REPORT



GRADES 3-5 REPORTING CATEGORIES

 The content of each assessment is organized by Reporting Category. 

• Reporting categories group the assessed student knowledge and skills into broad 

content areas. 

• Each reporting category represents groups of similar skills, or benchmarks, that are 

assessed within each grade and subject. 

• The Individual Student Report contains student performance information for each 

reporting category.

ELA-Reading Reporting Categories

 Reading Across Genres and Vocabulary

 Reading Informational Text 

 Reading Prose and Poetry



GRADES 3-5 REPORTING CATEGORIES

Math Reporting Categories
 Grade 3 

• Fractional Reasoning 

• Geometric Reasoning, Measurement, and Data Analysis and Probability 

• Number Sense and Additive Reasoning 

• Number Sense and Multiplicative Reasoning 

 Grade 4 
• Geometric Reasoning, Measurement, and Data Analysis and Probability 

• Number Sense and Operations with Fractions and Decimals 

• Number Sense and Operations with Whole Numbers 

 Grade 5 
• Algebraic Reasoning 

• Geometric Reasoning, Measurement, and Data Analysis and Probability 

• Number Sense and Operations with Fractions and Decimals 

• Number Sense and Operations with Whole Numbers



GRADE 3 FAST ELA-READING 

PROMOTION 

 The requirement that Grade 3 students receive a level 2 or higher on the 

FAST ELA-Reading assessment in order to be promoted to Grade 4 will 

remain in place.

• SB 1048 provides that, in addition to existing good cause exemptions, a student 

enrolled in grade 3 during the 2022–23 school year may be promoted to grade 4 for 

the 2023–24 school year if the student demonstrates an acceptable level of 

performance through means reasonably calculated by the school district to provide 

reliable evidence of the student’s performance.



GRADE 3 FAST ELA GOOD CAUSE
STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION

▪ Students who score a Level 1 on ELA-Reading MAY qualify for a good cause 
exemption for promotion to Grade 4 per Florida State Board Rule 6A-1.094221(1)(A), 
F.A.C.

▪ SCPS “Good Cause” Exemptions

1. iReady computer-based (Score Criteria TBD)

 1st Attempt:  Spring Testing Diagnostic 3:  May 17-25

 2nd Attempt:  Summer Testing TBD

 3rd Attempt:  Start of School Year 2023-24 Diagnostic 1:  August

2. SAT10:  paper-based – Summer Testing Only (Score Criteria TBD)

3. Student Portfolio – teachers complete this process from February to May

▪ an organized collection of evidence of the student’s mastery of the ELA-Reading standards that are 
assessed on the G3 FAST ELA-Reading test

ALL decisions are made on an individual/student basis 



HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES

 FAST Portal:  https://flfast.org/

 Florida State Standards (cpalms):  www.floridastudents.org

 Florida Department of Education, Assessment & Accountability:

https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/

 Florida Accountability Reports (School Grades):

https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability-reporting/school-grades/

 SCPS Assessment & Accountability:

https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/assessment-accountability/

https://flfast.org/
http://www.floridastudents.org/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/accountability-reporting/school-grades/
https://www.scps.k12.fl.us/district/departments/assessment-accountability/


CONTACT INFORMATION

 Assessment & Accountability Team

▪ ES/MS Administrator: Daphne Csonka Turner  407.320.0270 

Daphne_Turner@scps.k12.fl.us

▪ Director:  Kelly Thompson  407.320.0268 

Kelly_Thompson@scps.k12.fl.us

▪ Coordinator:  Sara Borosky  407.320.0269 

Sara_Borosky@scps.k12.fl.us

▪ HS Administrator:  Veronica Kelley 407.320.0021

Veronica_Kelley@scps.k12.fl.us

mailto:Daphne_Csonka@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Kelly_Thompson@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Sara_Borosky@scps.k12.fl.us


QUESTIONS & ANSWERS


