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Which sport is the
most popular? In
2012, in The Wiley-
Blackwell Encyclope-
dia of Globalization,
Richard Giulianotti
states, “soccer [was]
the world-wide most
viewed sport,” which
is definitely still true
today, but for our
small-town high
school, football is
most definitely the
talk of the town.
Many of the sports
teams at Suwannee
High School produce
amazingly talented
athletes who, sadly,
don’t get quite the
same amount of at-
tention as football.
Four athletes and
two coaches from
our school have ex-
pressed their person-
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Defeating Sports Bias at SHS

By Jaylin Roberts

Varsity player showing off his new jersey.

al stance on the
amount of school
support and recogni-
tion for sports. Jor-
dan Esco, an athlete
of volleyball, soccer,
and tennis, states,
“sadly there is not a
lot of support for all
three sports | play.”
In fact, she says
“tennis and soccer

New Year New Band

have the least
amount of support.
So Mr. Giulianotti’s
statement that soc-
cer is most popular
definitely does not
apply to Suwannee
High School. Track
and tennis athlete,
Brenden Richard,
contrastingly com-
ments that he be-
lieves the “trophies

”

Continued on page 2

By Kailey Greene

Friday night lights, the smell taining! Suwannee High band director who is
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Defeating Sports Bias at SHS Cont’d

“If it’s not
foothall, it
doesn’t
matter.”
- Coach
Rayanna

Johnson

and announcements in the
morning” fairly recognize all
sports achievements and sup-
ports them. While Brenden
definitely makes a valid point,
some would argue that a
morning synopsis of sporting
events and old trophies would
not count as support and
recognition in recent time. Cur-
rent football and baseball ath-
lete, Ronnie Layton points out
“when swim gets recognized
for winning a meet no one real-
ly listens or understands their
achievements, but when foot-
ball or baseball gets recog-
nized for winning a game the
whole school is talking about
it”. So what steps can be tak-
en to change this issue? How
do we get fair recognition for
all sports? Elexxis Davis, cur-
rent track and volleyball ath-
lete, feels “more pep rallies
and attention to all sports”
would solve this issue. The
overall Bulldog Pride of Suwan-

letes need that connection with
fans to succeed. So to become
better athletes all around,
school support for all sports,
not just football, is a necessity.
Both Coach Johnson and Girls
Basketball coach, Brian Bull-
ock, believe a reward system
for students will get them to the
games. Coach Bullock remarks
that “the overall support and
recognition for sports at our
school is adequate but many
steps could be taken to

nee High needs to increase
in order to give more sup-
port to the overlooked sports
in the school. Our head vol-
leyball and track coach, Ra-
yanna Johnson strongly rec-
ognizes the lack of recogni-
tion for many sports at our
school. Coach Johnson
states that “if it's not foot-
ball, it doesn’'t matter”. Re-
cently she brought up many
concerns she had for volley-
ball before the season start-
ed which were not ad-
dressed until mid-season
when the ability to address
said issues had already
passed. For example, Coach
Johnson attempted to buy
uniforms for both JV and
varsity over the summer and
her request was denied be-
cause funds were simply not
there, although the team
completed many fundraisers
in the past three years.
Coach Johnson said “‘I'll get

Coach Johnson actually car-
ried out this reward, and
there was a positive effect.
Many students came and
supported the game who
would usually not be at any
game other than football.
Coach Johnson also sug-
gests a student athletic advi-
sory council. A student from
each sport could create a
council to discuss and
plan active student sec-
tions for all sporting

back to you’ was the stand-
ard rebuttal” when brought
up during the school year.
This issue was then assessed
four weeks late into the sea-
son, which was too late to
even be dealt with. Also, after
the hurricane, many games
had to be rescheduled and
football ended up having
games the same day as vol-
leyball. Coach Johnson says
her athletes feel “they will
never be able to have a
crowd to really support them,
even when they are making
gains Suwannee High volley-
ball hasn’'t made in years".
When asked about the im-
portance of support for her
athletes, Coach Johnson
said, “it's very crucial to the
attitudes of my athletes. The
more they feel important to
their peers the better they
strive to impress them”. She
states how the energy in a
crowd is kinetic and all ath-

light on the amazing
talent of ALL sports at
our high school, and
bring our school spirit

to an all time high!
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New Year New Band Cont'd

He said, “I calculated it up the
other day and | would be
about the ninth musician in
the family.” Mr. Franklin joined
his school’s band, The Harri-
son Arts Center, in the sixth
grade. He described himself
as “a closed off person, shy,
and sheltered.” He mentioned
that his only friend was his
band teacher, Mr. Hawks. Mr.
Franklin looked up to Mr.
Hawks, the man who looked
out for him and made him the
person he is today. He had the
realization that he too wanted
to become a band teacher
when Mr. Hawks committed
suicide. The death of his
teacher and friend opened his
eyes and inspired him to one

Band playing under the Friday

day inspire others. Mr. Franklin
went on and joined the march-
ing band at the University of
Florida, where he acquired a
degree in music education. It
was at the University of Florida
that Mr. Franklin was intro-
duced to Suwannee High
School. He had local connec-
tions to Live Oak and was look-
ing for a position, and SHS was
hiring. So, they offered him the
job, and he was warmly wel-
comed into the family of the
SHS band. Mr. Franklin and
the band students decided to
make the theme for this year
“Made in America.” He de-
scribed the theme by stating,
“it features patriotic songs and
moreover, the depth of mean-

difficult music, we are playing
more together as a band and
we are able to do more visu-
als as a band together.” He
gives this credit to the new
band director. Trevor Eddings,
a senior who has been play-
ing since the seventh grade,
feels like the new band direc-
tor is dedicated and that “he
gives us a strong sense of
leadership.” Both band stu-
dents agree that they would
like to see more confidence
and dedication in themselves

ing behind what the patriotic
songs mean.” They want to
get more into the meaning of
the songs that have always
just been sung and played.
They hope to recognize veter-
ans and make people think
more about the words in-
stead of just the melody. Mr.
Franklin believes that the
band has already improved
from the beginning of the
year in terms of “musicality
and maturity.” He mentioned
that he makes band a
“priority” and wants to make
it feel like a family. Junior,
Daniel Hendrick who plays in
the brass section, stated that
“we are playing more difficult
music, we are playing more

attitudes and stereotyping is the
reason why band doesn’t get a
lot of support and recognition.
An opportunity to support the
band is at their competitions.
They are participating in two this
year, October 22nd in Santa Fe
and also October 28th in Lake
City. The band is progressively
improving this year with a new
band director and new attitudes,
and it needs the support of the

community to continue to thrive!
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National Honor Society: A Tradition of Success

National Honor Society
(NHS) has been a tradi-
tion here at Suwannee
High School and many
other high schools and
colleges throughout
America for years. Cur-
rently, the sponsor of
National Honor Society
is Neena Brown-
Thomas, who is a math

teacher here at Su-
wannee High
School. NHS has a
strong student mem-
bership with dedicat-
ed officers, including
president Abigail
Gregory, vice presi-
dent Jaylin Roberts,
historian Alexandria
Jackson, recording
secretary Caileigh
Croft, corresponding
secretary Alyssa How-
ard, and treasurer

By Victoria Marshall

4.0 scale, or equivalent
standard of excellence.

excellence in the areas of
scholarship, service, leader-

Members of NHS must be ship, and character. These

resourceful, good prob-
lem solvers, and idea
contributors, and main-
tain a clean discipline
record. Mrs. Brown
shared details about
NHS’s future plans for
this year and their

achievements throughout
the years. “The National

Honor Society is an or-
ganization that is to es-

students learn what it
means to serve others
through service, learn how
to be a good leader, and
have an admirable charac-
ter.” The members of NHS
organization show excel-
lence and leadership and
help their community and
school by completing many
successful projects, dona-
tions, and food drives

tablish to recognize out-

standing high school stu-
dents. More than just an
honor roll, NHS serves to
recognize those students

Kenzie Reigel. Getting
into NHS requires
hard work and dedica-
tion. Members of NHS
must have a cumula-

throughout the year. “We
completed a number of ser-
vice projects throughout the
year but are two biggest
ones are the Animal Shelter

- V0

National Honor Society sponsor,
Mrs. Neena Brown-Thomas.

sions.” With these big
and successful projects,
these projects create joy
and pride. "l am most
proud of the Service pro-
ject that we start several
years ago the Collection
of items, food and blan-
kets and towels, for the
Animal Shelter in Well-
born, They are so appre-
ciative of all of the items

tive GPA of 3.5 0n a

that we collect and
they even send us pic-
tures of the Animals
that we are helping.”
NHS not only helps
people in their com-
munity, they also help
animals and local
businesses. The NHS
has been busy and
continues to be busy
with helping the com-

who have demonstrated

munity through numer-
ous projects and dona-
tions. “We are currently
collecting items for the
Animal Shelter in Well-
born Florida.” Members
in the National Honor
Society help the people
of their community

through many donations,

food drives, and service
works. National Honor

and Food drive for Vivid Vi-

Society is all about recog-
nizing students for their
outstanding scholastic
and community achieve-
ment while improving the
lives of others in their
community. It's definitely
a membership for which
more students should

strive!

More Than a Sport

The JV volleyball team
started the season
with a new coach,

By Jordan Owens
tion, she was eager to
teach the team. When
asked about the best

remains as one. Many :
of the girls on the team ~ =~
were originally inspired
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More Than a Sport Cont’'d

started her journey to be-
come closer with friends; she
comes back year after year to
improve the skills she has
worked for, and perhaps
pave the way for her future.
Much like Olivia, volleyball is
more than a sport. It is an
opportunity for Mkay Gra-
ham. “I’'ve been to several
colleges and scouts are look-
ing at me” says Graham,
when asked what volleyball
has done for her. Volleyball
was merely a game for Gra-
ham until it developed into a
goal, something to work for in
hopes of one day it becoming
a profession. Getting noticed

by a college is no small feat,
Mkay and many of the girls
playing on SHS’s JV volley-
ball team dedicate hours of
personal time to hone their
skills. Playing volleyball gives
Timya Wiggins a sense of
pride, each day that she
practices instead of being
lazy in bed is an achieve-
ment. With steady encour-
agement from her family and
her team, Timya goes to her
personal volleyball net to
practice often. Even if volley-
ball is not a long-term idea
for the girls it has a positive
impact on all the players
lives; volleyball has taught

the girls how to keep a sched-
ule, responsibility, humility,
and it has created lasting
bonds with other incredible

young ladies.

“Volleyball was merely
a game for Graham
until it developed into
a goal, something to
work for in hopes of
one day it becoming a
profession.”

Coach Doug Morgan: A Coach
Who Believes in His Sport - socevasa

The Suwannee High School
swim team has had a strong
start to their 2016-2017 sea-
son. According to Coach Doug
Morgan, who has coached for
at least 15 years, he coaches
because swimming was his
first love. Morgan, who also
teaches science at the high
school, claims that although
the sport is hard and demand-
ing, he has a true love for it.
Coach Morgan’s goals for this
season are to qualify for swim-
ming regionals, which will be
held in the middle of October.
He is hoping to have at least

“He coaches
because

coaching is apparent,
especially when he re-
called the most exciting
meet the swim team had = .
participated in so far this 2
year. “Our most exciting —
meet was against the
Yulee Yellow Jack-

ets. They had beaten us
the week before, but we
have beaten them twice since
then.” His greatest accomplish-
ment as a coach, Morgan says,
has been “pushing them (the
swimmers) to success if the
players improve and watching
the kids become better” swim-

SHS Swimmers diving into the water
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Homecoming is more than just a
football game. Homecoming is a
time when students, athletes,
parent, and people of all ages
come together and reconnect
with people, show their spirit and
pride for their school, and cele-
brate the homecoming court.
Here, in Suwannee County, home-
coming is no joke, from the
homecoming
court attend-
ance down
to the dress
up week to
show sup-
port of
homecom-
ing. Suwan-
nee High
School 2017

N
S

Senior Princess Ashton Harrell

homecoming that is very well-
intentioned is the “half-time
presentation. The half-time
presentation is always fun and
entertaining to me.” Next to be
interview was Brenden Rich-
ards, Brenden is in the 12
grade and part the homecom-
ing attendance this year, along
with Ashton Harrell. “I was
pretty shocked and proud to be
announced that | was on
court.” Being on the court takes
time and commitment into
homecoming. “l have spend
about 6 hours of preparing into
running for homecoming.” Even
though it takes time and com-

-2018 Homecoming attend-
ance is 9th grade Homecoming
attendance: Talynn Cameron.
10th grade Homecoming at-
tendance: Paola Castillo. 11th
grade Homecoming attend-
ance: Mackenzie Driver. 12th
grade Homecoming attend-
ance: Logan Gray, John Fry,
Caileigh Croft, Kailey Greene,
Bryce Puckett, Ashton Harrell,
Brenden Richard, Alyssa How-
ard, and Brenden Richard. Ash-
ton Harrell, Brenden Richard
and the Homecoming sponsor
Kimberly Tuvell were inter-
viewed about their hopes and
show their opinions about
homecoming. The first to inter-
view was Mrs. Tuvell the home-
coming sponsor. “When [ first

amount of stuff to look forward
to. “I can’t wait to see how
much fun homecoming will be.”
The last to be interviewed was
Ashton Harrell, who also in the
homecoming attendance, and
in 12th grade. Being on the
homecoming court and being a
senior is very exciting. “It's a
great experience to do and
leave the high school with a
bang.” Homecoming is a night
to remember that will leave

everyone is a blazing Suwannee
sprite. “It’'s a honor to represent

my class and to be running with
my friends for my last year.”
During homecomin ‘

THE GREEN & GOLD

Homecoming is More Than Just Iootball

By Victoria Marshall

started working here, | started
doing SGA (Suwannee Govern-
ment Association) for 4 years
then | stopped for a while,
then the new sponsor of the
SGA left and | took back over
the SGA and the administra-
tion asked if | wanted to do
homecoming and | said yes.”
Thanks to Mrs. Tuvell, Home-
coming wouldn't be fun, up
beating, and as memorable as
possible. The week of home-
coming brings back memories
to everyone here in Suwan-
nee. One of the many fun ac-
tivities that is known to be
well-intentioned is “dress up
week, | remember doing dress
up week when | was at school
here.” Also another event of

haven't seen before. Itis a
chance to meet people and

have a good time.

Brenden Richards, Senior
Prince
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Thinking with Someone New

This year the Suwannee
High School Brain Bowl
team will start with not
only new members but
a new leader. For 28
years, Mr. Michael Pate
had been the advisor
for Brain Bowl; with his
retirement as a teacher
came time to leave the

eled to compete with
over eight surrounding
county Brain Bowl
teams. Due to his per-
sonal history partici-
pating in Brain Bowl
and his willingness to
help, Mr. Chandler
was able to fill the po-
sition and provide

wlii. | priceless assis-

‘

Brain Bowl member Damel Hendnck

Brain Bowl team in the
hands of another, Mr.
Isaac Chandler. In his
junior year of high
school, 1986, Mr. Chan-
dler formed a Brain
Bowl team with his
peers at Hamilton High
School. The team trav-

we came really close last
year”. Hardly stumbled by
their unfortunate loss,
Lord looks forward to
competing in Brain Bowl
her senior year. The pur-
pose of these competi-
tions is for the students to

1 tance to the team.
When leaving Mr.
Pate left his suc-

s | ceeding advisor

= quite a bit of mate-
rial to wade through
to effectively train
the team. As well
as leaving Mr. Chan-
dler with masses of
information, Mr. Pate
left Alexander McMiil-
lan with the motto “If
you're loud and proud
people will believe
you”. The student
members of the team,
including Alex, often

hardest to become a
ranking Brain Bowl
team. “I'm pleased
folks are getting the
chance to get out and
represent their school
beyond athletics there
|s just so much pres—

By Jordan Owens

set aside personal
time to study and
broaden the horizons
of their knowledge.
Preparing for a com-
petition is not always
an uncomplicated
task. The members
must be capable of
performing as a
team, as well as indi-
vidually. The team
practices answering
questions, testing
everyone's
knowledge, and gen-
erally helping each
other. The team is
constantly learning
how to work together
and what kinds of
situations to prepare
for. The material dis-
cussed during a Brain
Bowl competition is
more than just simple
trivia questions; it's
making sure to know
the information inside

With their steady ded-
ication the team has
a strong chance to
turn their dreams into

a reality.

and out. Brain Bowl
involves more compli-
cated sciences, litera-
ture, and sometimes
specific dates or raw
hard knowledge the
members must know
about. With this year’s
season approaching
comes anticipations
and high hopes; every-
one seems to want to
participate in more
competitions. In addi-
tion to participating
they'd like to win. Dur-
ing last year's Brain
Bowl experience, the
members were able to
travel to Walt Disney
World and compete
for the chance at be-
coming state Brain
Bowl champions. Re-
turning Brain Bowl
member, Natalie Lord
stated, “l hope that
this year we are able
to actually win State,
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Matt Grillo: His Life in a Cajon

By Kailey Greene

Would you go back to the high
school where you spent four long
years of misery, as some say, to
become a teacher? Matt Grillo did
just that! Back in 2003 Mr. Grillo,
Suwannee High School’s new com-
puter animation teacher, graduated
from SHS where he loved and ex-
celled in the drumline. He com-
mented, “drumming is my passion,
that'’s still what | want to do when |
grow up.” Although Mr. Grillo no
longer plays in the drumline, he still
continues to play on some week-
ends. He stated that he actually
plays with a group in Jacksonville
where he plays drums and some-
times the guitar. His main “gig”
however is as a SHS teacher. Mr.
Grillo remarked “I never really knew
exactly what | wanted to do. | was
like, ‘I'll figure it out in college’ and
when college started, | still hadn’t
figured it out, and | still haven't.”
Mr. Grillo started off his college ca-
reer at Florida State where he
marched with the Marching Chiefs,
the Florida State drumline. He

game design along with ICT
essentials. After asking if he
enjoyed the middle school or
the high school better, he
replied with “the middle
school is just a different ani-
mal.” He enjoys the high
school more because “the
students are a lot more ma-

loved it, but he knew he needed
to move on and start leaning
towards a career that was more
practical. He transferred to the

University of South Florida where |}

he acquired a degree in Ameri-
can Studies. He said that his
degree is “completely unrelated
to anything in computer science
or game design or technology,”
but it was interesting to him and
he thought it would make a good
career. However, he soon found
out that his degree really wasn’t
getting him anywhere. He said “I
just kind of ran into teaching,”
but he was also being guided by
his parents who were done pay-
ing for college and were ready to
kick him out! In order for Mr. Gril-
lo to become a teacher he had
to enroll in a program and pass
three different certifications. He
needed to pass a subject area
exam, a professional education
exam, a general knowledge ex-
am, and then had to take one
year of the EPI program through

needs to be longer.... don’t we all
wish that! Even though life as a
teacher is very exciting, Mr. Grillo
was asked about his life outside
of school, and he actually does
have one. What?? Teacher’s don’t
live at the school?! Yes, that’s
right. Mr. Grillo has a wife and two
sons, a five year old and an eight

/s
Mr. Grillo in his classroom at SHS

Florida Gateway College
which he just recently com-
pleted. Once he had the “go”
to become a teacher, he
chose Suwannee Middle
School where he got the job
as a game design teacher.
Mr. Grillo worked at the mid-
dle school for three years
and was able to get a feel of
the whole teaching feat. This
present year, Mr. Grillo
moved to Suwannee High
School where he teaches

hold until her duty as a stay
at home mom stops calling.
Mr. Grillo and his family love
the holidays the most be-
cause they get together and
cook out. Though he didn "t
cite any family traditions, he
did mention that his family
always cooks out for FSU
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Did You Know? Teacher Edition

e Have you ever been detained by the police?
Eric Rodriguez said Yes, for ticket scalping

e What is the worst thing your parents had to discipline you

for?

Mike Braun broke into an abandoned house to have lunch with

friends

¢ What is the most dangerous thing you've ever dared to do?
Darrel Curls admitted, "l drag raced on two-lane road and, | was
on the side facing oncoming traffic!"

¢ What would you do if you were invisible?

Carla Blalock said, "If | were invisible, | would trip up people who

bully others."

e What would your pro wrestler name be?
Abigail Rodriguez, “Rock Bottom”

A Degree in Choice

Suwannee High School has a
new bulldog! Former UCF
Knights football athlete, Daniel
Skelly, has become a teacher
at Suwannee High School.
Now many would ask, why
would anyone want to move
from big city Orlando to little
old Live Oak? Well, for Mr.
Skelly, the deciding factor was
the community. Suwannee
High School’s new chemistry
teacher and former FCA chap-
lain for UCF, Jerry Jolicoeur,
brought Mr. Skelly to visit dur-
ing homecoming week. Mr.

By Jaylin Roberts

some of the best times of his
life. In fact, through college he
“made long-lasting friendships
with people who he still keeps
in touch with today”. But, the
two short, fulfilling years, Mr.
Skelly has lived in Live Oak as a
former middle school teacher
really makes him believe he
“will be here for a while”. Be-
cause of this experience, as a
history and economics major,
Mr. Skelly’s “degree in choice”
is what brought him to Suwan-
nee and what keeps him here.
Every choice he makes is one

10 Reasons Why You Shouldn’t
Date a Jerk!

1. Your self value will not be to the
standards it should, know your
value and then add tax!

2. Society will think you are fool-
ish.

3. For many girls dating a jerk can
be very stressful.

4. There's plenty of other fish in

the sea.

5. He obviously doesn't respect
you.

6. There is no future with a boy
like him.

7. His actions speak louder than
his words, but not in a good way.

8. He is taking you for granted.
9. He blames you for everything!
10. Bottom line he is a waste of

many other veg-
etables to hunt-
ing alligators
during his free
time. Also, Mr.
Skelly loves
learning new
things. Yes,
that’s right, peo-
ple actually like
learning. Mr.
Skelly dedicates
all the time he
can to reading
and studying new and exciting
things about a wide-range of

Mr. Skelly participating
in Hoco Week
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