
Non-verbally Gifted Children

Characteristics of Non-verbally 
Gifted Children

 Thinks primarily in pictures
 Relates well to space
 Learns concepts all at once
 Finds patterns easily 
 Thinks graphically
 Understands dimensions well
 Learns whole words easily
 Prefers keyboarding to writing
 Enjoys geometry and physics
 Is a late bloomer
 Arrives at correct solutions 

intuitively
 Ear infections during first few years 

of life

Potential Challenges in School

 May experience difficulty with 
verbal instructions

 Have a hard time with sequential 
problem solving

 Does not benefit from drill and 
practice

 Underserved because of their 
deficits in auditory-sequential 
processing

 Have a hard time with formatting
 Vulnerable to teasing and to 

teachers’ attitudes 
 Poor handwriting

Suggested Interventions, If Needed:

 Teach to the students’ strengths: imagination, creativity, visualization, and pattern 
recognition (Posters, technology, etc.)

 Avoid timed tests
 Teach students to visualize spelling words, math facts, etc.
 If bright student struggles with easy, sequential tasks, experiment with more advanced, 

complex work
 Use metaphors and analogies to give a sense of the whole
 Show examples of the finished product
 Present ideas visually on the chalkboard or overhead
 Give more weight to content of papers than to format
 Use books rich in visual imagery
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