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National History Day
1n a Nut Shell:

Theme, Topics, and Thesis



History Day in a Nutshell

Students select a topic that relates to the
annual theme

Students research the topic using primary
and secondary sources to develop a
bibliography

Students develop a thesis that they support
with their research

Students develop presentations from one of
five possible categories: Exhibit,
Documentary, Periormance, Historical Paper,
or Web Site

Students can work as 1ndividuals or in groups



Topic Selection

Can be world, U.S., state, or local history
topics

Teachers can limit topics to specific
curriculum needs

Teachers should approve topics

Students should do preliminary research
to determine amount of sources available



Explaining the Theme:
Rights and Responsibilities in History

Theme has three Rights and Responsibilities
parts * Are “responsibilities” always
° “Rights” attached to “rightS?,,

* Can some rights protect one
group while hurting or
disenfranchising others?

* “Responsibilities™

* “in History”
What does “In History” mean?

- Topic must have historic * There are different types of
perspective, historic effect rights
* Highly recommend not to - Civil Rights

choose a topic that has
happened in the last 15 to 25
years

- Economic Rights
- Animal Rights
- Are there other types?



The “So What'’ Factor

Students Should Consider

* Time and Place

* Cause and Effect

* Change over Time

* Impact and Significance

Do more than just describe what happened

Draw Conclusions about how the topic affected
* Individuals

* Communities

* Nations

e The World



How Do I Know What Changes
My Topic Caused?

Research the historical background of
your topic
* What were things like before your topic
occurred?

- How were things different after your topic
occurred?



Suggested Topics

Feeding Europe: The Rights and Responsibilities of American
Citizens and the Volunteer Food Drive of World War I

After Brown: Southern Schools Integrate

Rights and Responsibilities in the Reconstructed South:
Enforcing the 15" Amendment

Eminent Domain: The Rights and Responsibility of the
Government Taking Private Property (TVA, Manhattan Project,
National Parks, War Industry needs)

Civil Rights Topics .. .. ...



National Archives Online
Primary Sources

National Archives Online Public Access

Docsteach.org


http://www.archives.gov/research/search/
http://docsteach.org/

The Historical Method?

IT°S SORT OF LIKE THE
SCIENTIFIC METHOD

[=]
[=]

Preliminary Research

Form a Research
Question or a Hypothesis

Design an experiment to
test the Question or
Hypothesis

Conclusion:

® Was the Research
Question Answered?

= Was the Hypothesis
Proven?

=] [=]

What 1s 1t?

BUT DIFFERENT

Preliminary Research

= Mostly with Secondary
Sources

Form a Working Thesis
Statement

Design and Complete a
Research Plan

= Mostly with Primary Sources

Form a Final Thesis Statement

Conclusion: Was the thesis
proven?



The Ditference Between
Primary and Secondary sources

PRIMARY SOURCE

Primary Sources are
created during the
historical time period that
is being studied or created
by people that lived during
the time period being
studied.

These can include letters,
autobiographies,
government forms and
reports, photographs
newspaper articles,
interviews, etc.

SECONDARY SOURCE

Secondary Sources are
created after the
historical time period
being studied by people
that did not live through
the time period being
studied.

These can include
histories, text books,
biographies, journal
articles, photographs,
newspaper articles,
interviews, etc.



Thesis Development

Students use the historical method
* Preliminary research

* Thesis

* Research proves or disproves thesis
Thesis Statement should

» Address the topic

* Relate to the theme

» Express impact of topic



.!lﬁ,




Thesis =

Topic + Theme + Impact


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_LFlHp-61I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_LFlHp-61I

National History Day Web Links

@http://www.nationalhistoryday.orqg/

@http://nhd.org/

@National History Day in Georgia —
Georgia Humanities Council

@http://LaGrange.edu/nhd



http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://nhd.org/
http://www.georgiahumanities.org/curriculum-and-schools/national-history-day/national-history-day
http://www.georgiahumanities.org/curriculum-and-schools/national-history-day/national-history-day
http://lagrange.edu/nhd

Presentation Categories

Exhibit
Documentary
Performance

Historical Paper
Website



Exhibit

Like a Museum The Challenge: To
Exhibit Blend Graphic
Maximum Size Design with Written
* 6 ft. x 40 in. x 30 in. Script
Word Limit * The 5-paragraph essay
» 500 Student-composed becomes the 6-part
Words exhibit
* Introduction,
Background,

Beginning, Middle,
End, and Conclusion



Exhibit: Format Suggestion

* Compare an exhibit to But the Exhibit is in 6
the 5-paragraph essay parts:

i Dagan e * Introduction

* Introduction
* Body of Argument * Background
- Beginning - Historical Context
- Middle * Body of Argument
* End - Beginning
- Conclusiont - Middle
- End

e Conclusion



3 panel exhibit in 6 Parts







America’s
Conservation
Movement
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Like watching the
History Channel

10 Minutes or less

Video, Power Point,

Imovie, Movie Maker,

Slide presentation,etc
¢ Can mix programs

* Photo Story 3 with
Movie Maker

Documentary

The Challenge:
Blending historic
images (still and
moving) with
narrations and
background music)


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6UTpEXvneE&p=C5309EBE6DA256BB&playnext=1&index=9
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6UTpEXvneE&p=C5309EBE6DA256BB&playnext=1&index=9
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6UTpEXvneE&p=C5309EBE6DA256BB&playnext=1&index=9
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6UTpEXvneE&p=C5309EBE6DA256BB&playnext=1&index=9

Performance

A Dramatic Portrayal ©'The Challenge: Fill

10 Minutes or Less up the 10 minutes
Students Write Script with solid history and
Find good theatrical

Props/Costuming presence


http://www.youtube.com/embed/c1WBfTC0ihY
http://www.youtube.com/embed/c1WBfTC0ihY
http://www.youtube.com/embed/c1WBfTC0ihY
http://www.youtube.com/embed/c1WBfTC0ihY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lccM8kizfx0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lccM8kizfx0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lccM8kizfx0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lccM8kizfx0&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/embed/tZVKUQ_pRcI
http://www.youtube.com/embed/tZVKUQ_pRcI
http://www.youtube.com/embed/tZVKUQ_pRcI
http://www.youtube.com/embed/tZVKUQ_pRcI

Historical Paper

1,500 to 2,500 Words The Challenge:
Writing to Prove a
6 to 10 Pages Double-  Point
Spaced * Organization
* Verb Tense

Traditional or
Creative Writing


http://www.nhd.org/StudentProjectExamples.htm
http://www.nhd.org/StudentProjectExamples.htm
http://www.nhd.org/StudentProjectExamples.htm

Original productions
constructed using the NHD
web site editor

Maximum of 1,200 Visible
Words

Entire site may use no more
than 100MB of file space.
No Outside Links: Students
may not use embedded
material hosted elsewhere
site must be viewable in a
recent version of a standard
web browser

Web Site

The Challenge: Present
Historic Content in a
Blending of Category
Mediums

» Student will use aspects of
the Historical Paper, the
Exhibit, and Documentary
Categories


http://13379618.weebly.com/
http://13379618.weebly.com/
http://13379618.weebly.com/
http://18602803.nhd.weebly.com/
http://18602803.nhd.weebly.com/
http://18602803.nhd.weebly.com/

Impressing the Judges:

A Guide to Research
and
Creating the Knockout Bibliography



Annotated Bibliography

MLA or Turabian format

Divide into Primary and
Secondary Sources

Annotation describes how
the student used the source

With web sites, tell who put
out the site in the annotation

Have students develop
bibliography as they work on
their project

Requirements

Process Paper
500 words or less

 All categories except
Historical Papers

* Not a historical essay

» Students answer four
simple questions
- Why they chose their topic?
- How they did their research?

- How they developed their
entry?

- How their topic relates to the
theme?



How WI1ll Projects Be Evaluated?

Perforr_na_ nce

in South Carolina

Judging Criteria Evaluation Comments

(Judging criteria are explained in the (strengths, area for improvement)
STUDENT CONTEST GUIDE)

Fistorical Quariy@%) [ [ | | | |
e o I O A
e I N A

] o [

“Pia e inhwtb__' - s
* Shows wide research

e N N O B
T N N N
L I I N I

RelationtoTheme 20%) [ [ [ [ [ |
B oo e ) S| Y VST 1Y

* Demonstrates significance of topic in
history and draws conclusions
Clarity of Presentation (20%) T ] i T
* Presentation, written material is original,
ar, appropriate, organized, articulate
* Performers show good stage presence;
props, costumes are historically accurate

Rules Compliance e [ w |
[aiains e oquremeri fomney || |
* Includes annotated bibliography R (A
Al equipment ofeci rosudoriun || |

Overall Rating (Circle one)

Superior Excellent




Historical Quality 60%

Entry is historically accurate

* Judged in the project but the accuracy is built
around secondary source research

Shows analysis and interpretation

* Meaning: NHD projects are NOT Reports

* Have a thesis, stay focused on it, and use the data in
the sources to support the thesis

* Judged in the project

Places topic in historical context

* Understands the time and place (the setting) of the
topic

* Judged in the project but built off secondary (and
primary sources)



Historical Quality 60%

Shows wide research
* Judged by reading the Bibliography (and Process Paper)

* Meaning: Students used a variety of sources and not just the internet,
visited more than just the school media center, and looked at different
“types” of sources (letters, newspapers, interviews, etc)

Uses available primary sources
* Judged by reading the Bibliography (and Process Paper)

» Students are not expected to travel to exotic research facilities around
the world but should visit appropriate local facilities.

* Itis fine to use the internet for primary source research
Research is balanced

* Judged by reading the Bibliography
- Students looked at a variety of historical interpretations (secondary)
* Students looked at multiple sides of the event (primary)



RELATION TO THEME
20%

Clearly relates topic to
theme

* Judged from the project

* Have the theme central to
the thesis and prove thesis
Demonstrates significance of
topic in history and draws

conclusions

* Judged from the project
* The “So What” Factor

CLARITY OF PRESENTATION

20%

Presentation, written material
is original, clear, appropriate,
organized, articulate
(Category specific)

* More than bells and whistles

* High quality

* Substance over Style



Bibliographies

Every scholarly work needs a bibliography which is a list of sources

used during the research process.
Tell your students which Style Manual(s) will be accepted for the

assignment
- Historians use Turabian, English teachers use MLA
 Teach your students the required information that is necessary for
the creation of bibliographical citations even though it is stated in
the specific Style Manual. This information is necessary for the
note taking process.
- NHD bibliographies are annotated.

An annotation either tells how the source was used in the final
product or how it was used to bring a complete understanding of
the topic.



Necessary Citation Data
for Traditional Sources

Author

Title of work with subtitle
Publishing Company or
Journal/Magazine name

* If Journal/Magazine list Volume and Issue
City of Publication

Date of Publication



Necessary Citation Data
for Electronic Sources

Author (if there is one)

Title of Page

Title or Owner of Site

URL

Publication or upload date (if there is
one)

Access Date



Chirzinionnt 2nnal Avnnagrrainionn

Citation (example):
Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. 1st ed. New
York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962.

Annotation (Example):

Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP

and the one who met and listened to the students each
day. This first-hand account was very important to my
paper because it made me more aware of the feelings of

the people involved.



Eight Steps ot
Historical Research

Step 1: Developing a paperwork
management system
* Organization is a key factor in successful
research. The teacher should encourage

students in the beginning stage of research to
select a paperwork management system.



Step 2: Selecting a Topic

Teachers should work with students to
select a topic related to the annual theme.
Brainstorming ideas or looking through
the history textbook are great ways to
begin thinking about potential topics. For
1deas on theme connection and topic
selection please see the


http://nhd.org/AnnualTheme.htm
http://nhd.org/AnnualTheme.htm

Step 3: Background Reading for
Historical Context

Step 3: Background Reading for
Historical Context

In the excitement of getting started
students sometimes skip one of the most
important steps, building historical
context for their research topic. Take time
to support students in reading widely
about their topic. Look at several
different history books about the time
period in which the topic takes place.



Step 4: Narrowing Your Topic

Selecting a National History Day topic is
a process of gradually narrowing the area
of history (period or event) that interests
the students.

Theme: Rights in History

Interest: Native Americans

Topic: Treaty Rights

Issue: Cherokee Treaty at New Echota



Step 5: Gathering and
Recording Information

To be responsible researchers, students
must credit sources from which they
gathered information. To begin the
process, however, it is important for the
student to collect the critical information
from each source as they read: the
author's name, title, publisher, and date of
publication, and page number for quotes.



Step 6: Analyzing and Interpreting Sources
and the Topic's Significance in History

Historians do more than describe events. They analyze
and interpret information gathered from their sources to
draw conclusions about a topic's significance in history.
Students should do the same. Therefore, teachers should
help students to ask questions of their topic and their
research, considering the following:
Elements of change and continuity
Historical context: economic, political, social and cultural
atmosphere of the time period
Encourage students to interrogate their sources:

* Who created the source?

* When was the source created?

 What was the intent or purpose of the source?



Step 7: Developing a thesis

The thesis statement is usually one sentence that presents
an argument about the topic. The body of the paper or
website, the script of the performance or documentary, the
headings and captions in an exhibit then are used to
support the thesis using evidence from the research.

A good thesis statement:
* Addresses a narrow topic

* Explains what the researcher believes to be the
historical significance of the topic

* Connects the topic to the National History Day
theme



Step 8: Finalizing an NHD research project

When research 1s completed and ready
to present to an audience, ask students to

review whether their work includes:
* Analysis and interpretation
* Significance and impact
* In depth research
 Historical accuracy
 Historical context
* Adherence to the theme



Classroom
Calendar

September and October

* Support students in choosing a
1{0] o} [}

Help students decide if their
project will be done individually
or as a group.

Guide students in reading a
variety of quality sources.

Help students narrow and ask
questions of the topic (e.g. Can I
do the topic in the amount of
time allotted? Are there enough
resources to support a research
project on this topic?).

October, November

and December

* Encourage students to read,
read, read.

* Students need to begin
analyzing sources.

* Help students develop a
thesis.

* Explain formulating an
interpretation and presenting
research.

December and January

* Introduce the possible
methods of presentation: Web
site, Performance, Exhibit,
Documentary, or Paper and
support students in being
good decision makers.



