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From: Perdue University Online Writing Lab: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. MLA 8
th
 Edition. (See link to important 

changes in the 8
th
 edition: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/22/.). Also see the MLA Style Center 

https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide/ 
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When deciding how to cite your source, start by consulting the list of core elements. These are the general pieces of 

information that MLA suggests including in each Works Cited entry. In your citation, the elements should be listed in the 

following order: Author. Title of Source. Title of Container, Other Contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, 

Publication date, Location. 

Each element should be followed by the punctuation mark shown here. Earlier editions of the handbook included the place 

of publication, and required punctuation such as journal editions in parentheses, and colons after issue numbers. In the 

current version, punctuation is simpler (just commas and periods separate the elements), and information about the source 

is kept to the basics. * Date of access for online sources is now optional. 

Book                                                                                                                    

       Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. 

 Diaz, Junot. The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao.  Riverhead Books. 2008.   In-text citation:   (Diaz 156) 

Work in an Anthology                                                                                                                                                               

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, Year, Page range of 

entry. 

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One, edited by Ben 

Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34.  

 Article in a Magazine.                                                                                                                                                     

      Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical, Day Month Year, pages. 

        

  Gass, William. "A Body of Work." Art Papers, July/August 2015, pp. 41-45.      

                                                                                                               

Article in a Scholarly Journal or Magazine with Vol/Issue 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal, Volume, Issue, Year, pages. 

Blow, Joe. “This is a Test” Time, vol. 187, no. 15, 2016, pp. 30-35. 

Bagchi, Alaknanda. "Conflicting Nationalisms: The Voice of the Subaltern in Mahasweta Devi's Bashai Tudu." Tulsa 

Studies in Women's Literature, vol. 15, no. 1, 1996, pp. 41-50. 
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Newspaper Article                                                                                                                                                              

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a newspaper. If there is more 

than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), identify the edition after the article 

title. 

            Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times, 21 May 2007, late ed., p. A1. 

 

Article in a Common Reference Book (encyclopedia). 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed., 1997.               In-text citation: (“Ideology”) 

Internet Sources   Use the following format:                                                                                                                   

Author. Title. Title of container (self contained if book), Other contributors (translators or editors), Version (edition), 

Number (vol. and/or no.), Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI or permalink). 

2
nd

 container’s title, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location, Date of Access (optional)   

Entire Web Site:                                                                                                                                                    

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008,  

     owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008. 

Page on a Web Site:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Lundman, Susan. "How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html. 

Accessed 6 July 2015. 

Article in a Web Magazine 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites, 16 Aug. 2002, 

alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 4 May 2009. 

Journal Article in a database: Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) 

and other subscription services as containers. Thus, provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or URL. If a 

DOI is not provided, use the URL instead. Provide the date of access if you wish. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50, no. 1, 2007, 

pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009.  


