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McIntosh County Schools

Dr. James G. Pulos
Superintendent

July 10, 2020
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Considering the seriousness of the COVID-19 issues our country and community continue to face, the
significance of returning to classrooms is undeniable. These are historic and challenging times unlike any
other in our country’s history — challenges that demand vast resources and considerations not normally
expected of our schools. Many of you may have anxiety regarding the uncertainty that lies ahead. Please
know that we all share the same concerns and strive to maintain a safe and conducive learning environment
for everyone.

Over the past several months, our COVID-19 committee met on numerous occasions to discuss developing
and ever-changing information regarding this virus in order to make recommendations regarding our
options for returning to school. This committee was comprised of representatives from every school with
the intent to discuss items of concern and ideas with other school members. This team reviewed guidance
from various sources, actions of other districts, and applied the concepts to our unique circumstances in
MclIntosh County. As well, I have discussed the information below at length with our local health
department officials.

On Monday, July 6, 2020, the Board of Education was briefed on our plans for returning to school, and
numerous questions were addressed. | am certain that many more questions will surface, and we will
address those as well. As we stand today, I would like to provide the following information regarding our
reopening. Please understand that we will make adjustments as the situation changes.

« We feel that it is absolutely imperative that we return to normal operations this fall with our great
staff/faculty and students in our buildings. The loss of face-to-face instruction experienced over the
past few months by our students is not acceptable, and the impact may be felt for years to come.

e  We will maintain our current school year calendar with the understanding that adjustments may
need to be made if a situation warrants.

¢ We do not support placing additional demands upon each teacher to facilitate face-to-face
instruction and virtual instruction simultaneously. We may need to make virtual options available
if our current situation changes significantly.

¢ We realize that some of our students may have legitimate reasons for not returning to the normal
classroom. We will address those concerns on a case-by-case basis dependent upon the
documented reasons. This may require a meeting of the student’s individual education plan (IEP)
committee, review of 504 plan accommodations, and/or consideration of potential requirements for
limited hospital homebound (HHB) services. These cases should be the exception and not the
rule. Parents with concerns will need to individually contact the school prior to the start of school.
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‘We have committed to increasing the academic rigor at our high school as we prepare our students for
college and/or careers after graduation. We will offer two Advanced Placement {AP) courses this year
for eligible students, and will offer Spanish I and Spanish II for high school credit in the middle school
that will lead to advanced classes in Spanish in the future. As a part of our community values, we will
offer the History of the Old Testament and New Testament as electives. We have added the
requirement that all seniors must participate in an interview session supported by the community prior
to graduation.

Our mission statement provides: “Educational Excellence and Equity for ALl These are not hollow
words to us. We want every student to feel welcomed and supported in our schools. We will not
tolerate any form of racism, discrimination, or any other injustice. Furthermore, we must all work
together to continue our efforts to build great relationships throughout our community that support our
common goal of educating our youth, I want to wish each of you an amazing school year!

Sincerely,
- ///Q

Dr. Jim Pulos
Superintendent
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Mcintosh County Board of Education

Phone: 912.437.6645
Fax: 912.437.2140

Todd-Grant Elementary School
Phone: 912.437.6675
Fax: 912.437.5296
Mcintosh County Middle School
Phone: 912.437.6685
Fax: 912.437.5676

Mcintosh County Academy

Phone: 912.437.6691
Fax: 912.437.3077
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