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      Fairview Elementary School 

March Title I Georgia Milestones Parent Sessions
March 5, 2015 6:00 pm

Channell Campbell, Parent Involvement Coordinator
Penny Damianeas,  Assessment and Testing Specialist

Diane Chelsey, EIP Teacher
Linda Dollar, Title I Teacher
Ayanna Slater, EIP Teacher

Angela West, Literacy Coach
Jason Wright, Math Coach

•Welcome/Test Taking Tips
•Milestones Presentation

•ELA Sample Work Session
•Math Sample Work Session

•Questions and Answers
•Session Evaluation

Dr. Vaneisa Benjamin, Principal                 Vincent Ervin, Assistant Principal
                           



Georgia Milestones
EOG Overview

SPRING 2015 MILESTONES EOG PROPOSED TEST SCHEDULE
April 14 – April 29, 2015

Date Subject Administration
Tuesday April 14 ELA P/P & Online
Wednesday April 15 ELA Online
Thursday April 16 ELA-Writing P/P & Online
Friday April 17 Make-Up Day P/P & Online
Monday April 20 Math P/P & Online
Tuesday April 21 Math Online
Wednesday April 22 Science P/P & Online
Thursday April 23 Science Online
Friday April 24 Make-up Day P/P Online 
Monday April 27 Social Studies P/P & Online
Tuesday April 28 Social Studies Online
Wednesday April 29 Make-up Day P/P & Online



Georgia Milestones
Content Areas and Item Types
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Content Area Selected
Response

Constructed 
Response 
(2 points)

Extended 
Constructed 
Response
(4 points)

Extended 
Writing 
Response 
(7 points)

English Language 
Arts    

Mathematics   

Science 

Social Studies 



Georgia Milestones: Unique 
Features

Item Types
•Selected-Response [aka, multiple-choice]

– all content areas
– evidence-based selected response in ELA

•Constructed-Response
– ELA and mathematics

•Extended-Response
– ELA and mathematics

Constructed response is a general term 
for assessment items that require the 
student to generate a response as 
opposed to selecting a response. 
Extended-response items require more 
elaborate answers and explanations of 
reasoning. They allow for multiple 
correct answers and/or varying methods 
of arriving at the correct answer.  
Writing prompts and performance tasks 
are examples of extended-response 
items.



Georgia Milestones
Writing at Every Grade

–All students will encounter a constructed-response item 
allowing for narrative prose, in response to text, within first 
or second section of the test.
–Within the writing section of the test, students will read a 
pair of passages and complete a series of “warm-up” items:

o3 selected-response items asking about the salient features of each
passage and comparing/contrasting between the two passages
o1 constructed-response item requiring linking the two passages
o1 writing prompt in which students must cite evidence to support 
their conclusions, claims, etc.

Genres
Writing prompts will be 
informative/explanatory or 
opinion/argumentative depending on the
grade level.  Students could encounter 
either genre.

Warning:  Students who simply rewrite 
excerpts from the passage(s) to illustrate 
their point(s) will not receive favorable 
scores.



Georgia Milestones:  
Rubrics

• The extended-response analytic writing 
rubric will be released.  Students will be 
scored on two features:
– Idea Development, Organization, & Coherence
– Language Usage & Conventions







Writing and facts
*Keep in mind that for the statewide writing assessment accuracy (in 
terms of factual content) was not evaluated previously given that students 
are not given time to research, revise, of access to reference materials.  
Writing was being evaluated…not subject matter knowledge (or strict 
adherence to the prompt – reasonable alternatives were accepted).  With 
the new standards students will need to cite information in provided texts.

Writing Situation

A family in your town has decided to donate a large amount of money to a 
person, charity, or cause. Choose a person, a group, or a charity that you 
think deserves the money.

Directions for Writing

Write a letter to convince the family that your choice should receive the 
money.  Include details about how the person, the group, or the charity 
would use the donation.
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Grade 3 Extended-response 
Passage
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The Poplar Tree

by Flora J. Cooke 

Long ago the poplar used to hold out its branches like other trees. It tried to see
how far it could spread them. 

Once at sunset an old man came through the forest where the poplar trees lived.
The trees were going to sleep, and it was growing dark.

The man held something under his cloak. It was a pot of gold—the very pot of gold
that lies at the foot of the rainbow. He had stolen it and was looking for some
place to hide it. A poplar tree stood by the path.

“This is the very place to hide my treasure,” the man said. “The branches spread out
straight, and the leaves are large and thick. How lucky that the trees are all
asleep!”

He placed the pot of gold in the thick branches, and then ran quickly away.
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Grade 3 Extended-response 
Passage
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Continued from previous page…

The gold belonged to Iris, the beautiful maiden who had a rainbow bridge to the
earth. The next morning she missed her precious pot. It always lay at the foot
of the rainbow, but it was not there now.

Iris hurried away to tell her father, the great Zeus, of her loss. He said that he
would find the pot of gold for her.

He called a messenger, the swift-footed Mercury, and said, “Go quickly, and do not
return until you have found the treasure.”

Mercury went as fast as the wind down to the earth. He soon came to the forest
and awakened the trees.

“Iris has lost her precious pot of gold that lies at the foot of the rainbow. Have any
of you seen it?” he asked.

The trees were very sleepy, but all shook their heads.
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Grade 3 Extended-response 
Passage
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Continued from previous page…

“We have not seen it,” they said.

“Hold up your branches,” said Mercury. “I must see that the pot of gold is not hidden among
them.”

All of the trees held up their branches. The poplar that stood by the path was the first to hold
up his. He was an honest tree and knew he had nothing to hide.

Down fell the pot of gold. How surprised the poplar tree was! He dropped his branches in
shame. Then he held them high in the air.

 “Forgive me,” he said. “I do not know how it came to be there; but, hereafter, I shall always
hold my branches up. Then every one can see that I have nothing hidden.” 

Since then the branches have always grown straight up; and every one knows that the poplar is
an honest and upright tree.

 

www.gutenberg.org
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•Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the
tree decides to grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old
Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision? Use details from
the story to support your answer. 
•In your response, be sure to include the following:
explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow
explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way
explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury 
lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer
•Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Grade 3 Extended-response 
Question
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http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA

http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA

http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/
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Selected Response (3rd 
grade)Which fraction is largest?

A

B

C

D

The content and presentation of these items 
are for illustrative purposes only.



Constructed Response
George and Ana each had a 12-inch pizza. Both pizzas were split into 8 equal 
pieces. The shaded pieces are the portion of their pizzas that George and Ana 
ate.

Express in fractions how much pizza George and Ana ate. Use the symbol <, 
=, or > to show who ate more pizza.

>

The content and presentation of these items 
are for illustrative purposes only.

George                 Ana

George                 Ana



Constructed Response

12 inches

George Ana
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12 inches
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Web Sites to Obtain Formative Assessment 
Items

Georgia Department of Education’s Formative Item Bank
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/OAS-Resources.aspx

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
 (PARRC)
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/default.aspx

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/OAS-Resources.aspx
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/ELA.htm
http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/itempreview/sbac/index.htm
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/default.aspx


Web Sites to Obtain Formative Assessment 
Items

Delaware Department of Education
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/linking_documents.shtml
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/Mathematics/assessment_tools.shtml

Kentucky Department of Education
http://education.ky.gov/AA/items/Pages/K-PREPItems.aspx

New York State Education Department
http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-common-core-sample-questions

Louisiana Department of Education
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests

 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/linking_documents.shtml
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/Mathematics/assessment_tools.shtml
http://education.ky.gov/AA/items/Pages/K-PREPItems.aspx
http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-common-core-sample-questions
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/practice-tests
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http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx

CHECK OFTEN



Questions and Answers
Thank you for your support!


