
Lesson 4 : 

Using Technology to Work with 

Sequences



Learning Targets:

● I can use a spreadsheet to 

create many terms of a 

sequence. 

● I can use technology to graph a 

sequence.





4.1 Where Does It Live? 

Open a blank spreadsheet



4.1 Where Does It Live? 

1. Look at the numbers that 
appear in B1, B2, B3, and B4 
after you press enter. 

Where did these numbers 
come from? 

2. Experiment with typing some 
different values in A1, A2, A3, 
and A4. 

Describe what happens. 

3. Experiment with typing some 
new formulas in some new 
cells. 

a. Can you figure out how to 
raise a number to a power? 

b. What happens if you 
forget to start a formula 
with the = symbol? 



4.2 Fill Down



4.2 Fill Down



4.2 Fill Down



4.2 Fill Down



4.2 Fill Down

5. 

Use the spreadsheet to decide 

whether the sequence 8, 12, 18, 

27, 40.5 is arithmetic or 

geometric, and find its rate of 

change or growth factor.

6. 

Use the spreadsheet to 

decide whether the sequence 

50, 42.1, 34.2, 26.3 is 

arithmetic or geometric, and 

find its rate of change or 

growth factor.



Activity Synthesis

How did you use the spreadsheet to 

identify the type of sequence?

How did you use the 

spreadsheet to find the rate 

of change/growth factor of 

the sequence?



4.3 Plot Some Points 

Complete the following tasks.



Lesson Synthesis: 

How do you create a table of 

values using technology?

What are some advantages of 

using technology to find a rule 

for a sequence and extend the 

number of its terms?

When do you think it is 

appropriate to use technology 

to represent data or to 

calculate statistics?
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