THE

o PARAGRAPH

""Persuuasive"



First, you need a topic...

B You will be a given a “prompt™ to
write about.

B Sometimes you will be given a choice
of prompts.

B You will also be told how much time
you have and how long your essay
needs to be.




Next, what will you do with your topic?

(JYou need to think it over and decide:
d : Why am I writing this? This
1S a “persuasive’” essay, SO you are
writing it to get somebody to think like
you do.

d : Who am I writing this for?
You are writing for an English writing
instructor in class or the SOL test grade.
So use formal writing.

u : What structure should my
essay have? You are usually writing the
standard 5 paragraph persuasive essay.




Now, you have to plan your essay

O What 1deas do I have?
Now you have to come up with some

1deas by brainstorming, clustering, or
free writing. First, you think them up
3 I and then put them on paper.

fa\* O What order do I put my

1deas 1n? You can put your 1deas in
\) spatial order lik
patial order like top to bottom, or
chronological order as in a time line,
or in order of importance with the most
important i1dea last so the reader 1s left
with your strongest idea.




What is the structural design of my essay?

The design of the 5 paragraph essay 1s quite
simple:
The with a strong lead-in,
both sides of the issue, your thesis
statement telling your side of the issue and
the reasons that support your thesis.

Your well-elaborated with
specific examples.

Your well-elaborated with
specific examples.

Your well-elaborated with
specific examples.

The where you restate your

thesis and your 3 reasons with a strong,
decisive closing statement.



Now you are ready to write!

R Since this 1s the first time you
are writing, i1t does not have to be
perfect.The main thing you want to do 1s get
your 1deas on paper in the proper essay
format. You can do the fine tuning in the...

N Now the real writing starts.
Steven King says you don’t start writing
until you start revising. Look over your
essay for errors, and also for what you can
say better than before!




And keep writing...then submit it!

O This 1s where it all comes
together when you get your essay to be as
“good as 1t gets.” But, before you hand it
in, it one last time to be sure
it’s just the way you want it to be, then
submit it.







