
CLASSES OF 2020 & 2021 What you need to know 
in Junior/Senior Year



WHO IS MY COUNSELOR?

Last Names A-G: Mrs. Cashwell
Last Names H-P: Mrs. Barber
Last Names Q-Z: Ms. Bennett
AICE Program: Mrs. Bechtle

We are here to support you 
academically, with post-secondary 
planning (college/career), and 
socially/emotionally.



HOW CAN MY COUNSELOR HELP ME?
 We work together with students, families, teachers and other 
school staff to help you achieve. We assist with:

 Academic planning
 Personal/social challenges
 Planning future education and career choices

 Students may request an appointment with their counselor online. 
A pass will be sent for you on the day of the appointment.  



YOU’RE ON YOUR WAY…GRADUATION!



IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 1 IN 4 HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS WILL NOT EARN 

THEIR DIPLOMA.



WHY IS A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
SO IMPORTANT?



WHY IS POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION SO 
IMPORTANT?



REVIEW OF GRADUATION REQUIREMENT
(CHECK OUT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS PAGE)
 3 basic requirements:
Earn 24 Credits
Note: World language is not required for graduation.
2 years are required for Bright Futures and university acceptance. 
Universities in FL are encouraging more than two years of a 
language.
Earn a 2.0 GPA
Pass 10th grade FSA and Alg 1 EOC



PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS

 9th  10th Grade = 5 credits

 10th  11th Grade = 11 credits

 11th  12th Grade = 17 credits



IF YOUR GPA IS LOW...

 Grade Forgiveness can help. If you have a
‘D’ or an ‘F’ in a course, redoing the course 
can improve your GPA.

 See your counselor for information on this.



WHAT IF I’M STRUGGLING?
 Track your assignments on HAC and Schoology.

 Communicate with your teachers.

 Take advantage of any retake opportunities.

 Meet with your teacher for extra help before school.

 Take advantage of your WIN time. That time is for getting help!

 Student tutors are available; ask your counselor for more information.

 Use online resources like www.khanacademy.org, and Algebra Nation. 

 Make an appointment with your counselor. 

http://www.khanacademy.org/


WHAT SHOULD I BE DOING JUNIOR/SENIOR YEAR?
 Be sure you are on track with your graduation requirements (credits, GPA, and 
tests). Meet with your counselor!
 Take the SAT and/or ACT
 Check the requirements and deadlines for the colleges in which you are 
interested in applying.
 Complete and submit college applications early (seniors).
 Complete the FAFSA and FFAA (Florida Financial Aid Application) (seniors).
 Build your high school resume.
 Ask for letters of recommendation (seniors)
 Research and apply for scholarships (seniors)
 If you do not plan to attend a 2 year or 4 year college, explore other post-
secondary education options. Meet with your counselor to discuss other options.



ACT AND SAT
 ACT and SAT are college entrance exams.

 Ideal time to take these is Spring of 11th grade and again in Fall 
of 12th grade.

 Register online and pay attention to deadlines! See back of info 
packet for dates and websites.

 Fee waivers available for F/RL from Mrs. Naughton (office in 
Media Center)



ACT VS. SAT – THE DIFFERENCE
  New SAT ACT

Total Time 3 hrs (plus 50 min for optional essay)
2 hrs 55 min (plus 40 min for optional 
essay)

Number of 
sections

4 plus optional essay 4 plus optional essay

Sections

Reading:  65 min
Writing and Language: 35 min
Math (No calculator): 25 min
Math (with calculator): 55 min
Optional essay: 50 min

English: 45 min
Math:  60 min
Reading: 35 min
Science: 35 min
Optional essay: 40 min

Scoring

Two section scores, Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing (includes 
Reading and Writing and Language) 
and Math, on  a 200-800 scale 
combined for a total score from 400-
1600

Four section scores scaled from 1-36 
averaged for a composite from 1-36

Wrong answer 
penalty?

No No



HOW DO I QUALIFY FOR BRIGHT FUTURES? 
(LOOK AT CHART)
 Check out the Bright Futures chart with the criteria.

 Remember that your BF GPA only counts the16 core 
credits and world languages.

 You can check your BF GPA at www.FloridaShines.org 

 Try to submit your community service hours before 
January of senior year. Forms available in guidance and
online.

http://www.floridashines.org/


HOW TO PAY FOR COLLEGE



FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS
 All seniors should submit their FAFSA and Bright Futures online applications 
(FFAA) starting October 1st.

 Search for scholarships on www.fastweb.com and the Scholarship Bulletin on 
the SAHS Guidance website: 

http://www.fastweb.com/




THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM (SUS)



STATE COLLEGES IN FLORIDA

 In addition to State University System, there are the 28 
Florida State Colleges. 
 These colleges offer 2 year degrees (A.A. & A.S.), some 
certification programs, and some 4 year bachelor degrees.
 These colleges have open door admission with a high 
school diploma.
(However, you must demonstrate college readiness in order to avoid remedial classes!)



FLORIDA STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES



Additionally, there are 31 Private Colleges and Universities in Florida (PCUF).



COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
 Many applications are due in the fall. Go online to look at 
deadlines. Apply early!

 Order your transcripts by submitting a request online through 
www.Parchment.com. There is also a link on the SAHS website. 

 Order official SAT/ACT score reports online to be sent directly 
to colleges.

 Work on essays; request letters of recommendation.

 Fee waivers available for FR/RL.

http://www.parchment.com/


COLLEGE VISITS AT SAHS
 Colleges and University representatives (public, 
private, in-state, out-of-state) will be visiting the SAHS
campus throughout the year.
 This is a great way to learn about different college 
options.
 Pay attention to announcements and check in 
guidance for dates.
 You may sign up to attend the visits and receive a 
pass in the School Counseling office.





COLLEGE OPEN HOUSES
• Most Universities offer open house dates and/or 
campus visits.

• Dates and procedures will be on each school’s website.

• Visits are a great way to gather first hand information 
and to find out if a school is right for you.



NOT APPLYING TO A UNIVERSITY?
 State colleges (SRJ, FSJC) require a diploma and college ready 
test scores on ACT/SAT/CPT

 Thinking military? Start talking to a recruiter now.

 Research technical schools and their criteria.
  FCTC has a lot of great career programs!

 No idea? Check out https://mycareershines.kuder.com and make 
an appointment with your counselor so we can help!

https://mycareershines.kuder.com/


DON’T MISS OUT ON IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
AND UPDATES!
1. Check out the Guidance website

2. Follow JacketSchoolCounseling on
 

3. Make an appointment online with your counselor if 
you have questions.



OTHER RESOURCES FOR INFORMATION

www.FloridaShines.org

collegescorecard.ed.gov

www.raise.me 

http://www.floridashines.org/
http://www.collegescorecard.ed.gov/
http://www.raise.me/


QUESTIONS? Thank you for your 
time and attention!


