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Biological Info. 
Born in Paris in 1905. Died on April 15, 1980.

Only child of Jean-Baptiste Sartre, and his mother Annie-Marie Schweitzer. 
His father was a naval officer and died from fever overseas when Jean-
Paul Sartre was only two years old.

When Jean-Paul Sartre was a young man he became interested in philosophy 
after reading Henri Bergson’s essay “Time and Free Will.” 

He earned a doctorate in philosophy in Paris at the Ecole Normale 
Superieure.

Sartre met his lifelong partner Simone de Beauvoir at Ecole Normale who is 
also a celebrated philosopher, writer, and feminist. 

Sartre was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature in 1964 for his highly 
influential book Being and Nothingness and he declined his prize because 
his principal mode of living involved few possessions. 

He died in in Paris on April 15, 1980, from pulmonary edema.



Spiritual History
Sartre believes if one insists that all consciousness is 

intentional in nature one must conclude that even- so- called 
“images” are not objects “in the mind” but are ways of relating 
to items “in the world” in a properly imaginative manner, 
namely, by what he calls “derealizing” them or rendering them 
“present-absent”. 

People who “jump for joy” has a good “all at once”.

We are free because we are not a self but a presence- to- self”. 

We are responsible for our “world” as the horizon of meaning in 
which we operate and thus for everything in it insofar as their 
meaning and value are assisted by virtue of our life- orienting 
fundamental “choice”. 



Existential or Aesthetic point of view
Existentialism is a philosophy that emphasizes individual existence, freedom and choice.sartre's 
purpose was to understand human existence rather than the world as such. Adopting and adapting the 
methods of phenomenology which is the property of mental states, Sartre sets out to develop an 
account of what it is to be human. 

Sartre lived his life by  existential thoughts he didn't believe in public honors that is why he turned 
down is nobel peace prize in 1964. He lived by humanistic traits and took his beliefs literal in 
everyday life.





Philosophical influence
● influenced by: Descartes, Kant, Marx, Hursserl, and 

Heidegger

● also influenced by  Kojève Marx and his interpretation of 
Hegel (although he never attended his lectures in the 
1930’s)

● Hyppolite’s translation of, and commentary on, Hegel’s 
Phenomenology Of Spirit caused Sartre to further study him

● Hursserl’s influence on Sartre is seen in one of the his 
first major publications, Imagination: A Psychological 
Critique



Ethical Point of View 
Jean-Paul Sartre expressed that we are entirely responsible for not only what we are but also what we 

will be, so everything that is happening to us is because we are causing it. 

If we are happy then it is because we caused it, if we are unhappy then it is because we did it and we can 
only blame ourselves. 

Other people can not affect how we feel or what we are, and if it is then it’s our own fault because we let 
them affect us, even when it comes to the closest people in life like or parents or close friends.  

We let people affect us from trying to fit in or get along with others, and we need to lead our own lives 
and have enough moral courage to do so. 
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