
Activating Strategy:
Tagmania and 

Gagoola



How did 
government 

policies and key 
issues lead to the 

civil war?



Standard: SS8H6a. Explain the importance of 
key issues and events that led to the

 Civil War; include slavery, states’ rights, 
nullification, Missouri Compromise,   

     Compromise of 1850 and the Georgia 
        Platform, Kansas-Nebraska Act, Dred

         Scott case, election of 1860, the    
               debate over secession in Georgia,  

              and the role of Alexander Stephens.



For this lesson, you will receive a completed graphic 
organizer with the important information from the 

lesson. Class time will be spent examining each of the 
causes of the Civil War.



Think, Pair, Share
Based on your previous knowledge, what 
was the main cause(s) of the Civil War?

Most people answer slavery, which 
is correct. However, you will learn 
in this lesson that there were other 

factors (tied to slavery) that also 
played a significant role in the start 

of the Civil War.



Examine the maps below. What 
happened to slavery? Why?



Slavery

• Once slavery was legalized (after the 
Trustee Period), it grew quickly due to 
Georgia’s agriculture based economy.

• However, slavery grew exponentially 
with the invention of the cotton gin. 

• The South’s dependence on cotton led 
to a change of attitude about the evils 
of slavery.



To what Northern feelings against the South
is it referring? What is meant by “rights of 

the states”? What do you think are the 
beliefs of an abolitionist?

Examine 
the flyer to 
the right. 



Abolitionists were 
against slavery.

Read the quotes on the 
following slides. Determine 
whether the person would 

be considered an abolitionist.



William Lloyd Garrison
“Wherever there is a 
human being, I see 

God-given rights 
inherent in that 

being, whatever may 
be the sex or 
complexion.”

Abolit
ionist



Joseph E. 
Brown

“What effect will the abolition of 
slavery have upon the interest and 
social position of the large class of 
non-slaveholders and poor white 

laborers in the South? Here would 
be the scene of the most misery and
ruin. Probably no one is so unjust as
to say that it would be right to take 
from the slaveholder his property 

without paying for it.”



“What to the American slave is your 
Fourth of July? I answer a day that 

reveals to him more than all other day of
the year, the gross injustice and cruelty 
to which he is the constant victim. To 
him your celebration is a sham; your 

boasted liberty an unholy license; your 
national greatness, swelling vanity; your

sound of rejoicing are empty and 
heartless; your shouts of liberty

and equality, hollow mock...”

Frederick Douglass

Abolit
ionisthttps://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=wkH2Ck-gH0I 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkH2Ck-gH0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkH2Ck-gH0I


Harriet Beecher Stowe

Abolit
ionist

“It’s a matter of taking
the side of the weak 
against the strong, 
something the best 
people have always 

done.”



Robert
Toombs
“The basis, the 

cornerstone of this 
government, was the 

perfect equality of the 
free, sovereign , and 
independent states 

which made it.” 



After the American Revolution, 
Georgia and the U.S. quickly expanded 

its territory. How did the issue of 
slavery affect new territory 

acquisition? 



Every time the U.S. gained more territory, 
the gap widened between proponents and 

opponents of slavery. 

The South wanted slavery in new 
territories. The North wanted to contain 

slavery.



Another major issue that led to 
the Civil War was States’ Rights.

Defining Ideas in Context: States’ Rights Activity



The issue of Nullification was 
based on the concept of States’ 

Rights

The Tariff of Abominations [1:40]
Nullification Activity [see curriculum map]

Nullification meant that states 
could nullify, or void, any federal 

law thought to be unconstitutional.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNgIUUD7i-A


Think, Pair, Share
Describe a “states’ rights” issue in your own life 

over which you would be willing to “secede” from 
a “union” (family, friend, activity).

Describe a rule in your own life that you
would “nullify” if you had the chance. 
Why? Would it impact others? How?



The issues of slavery tied with the 
concept of states’ rights left a huge rift on 

the country. 
Controversy after controversy widened 

      the gap, and for almost 40 years 
              members of the U.S. Congress 

tried 
          to close the wounds with 

              compromises and acts that 
            amounted to band-aids.



Short Term Compromises

• The Missouri 
Compromise

• The Compromise of 1850

• The Kansas-Nebraska Act



The Missouri 
Compromise

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTSbn5cE4LA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JTSbn5cE4LA


The Compromise of 1850

Compromise of 1850: Shake It Off Parody 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_c_xpBaT2A




The Georgia 
Platform



Georgia Platform
• While debate over the 

Compromise of 1850 was raging 
in Congress, Georgia politicians 
were deciding if the state should 
accept its terms  

• The efforts  and attitude of these 
Georgians became known as the 
Georgia Platform



Alexander 
Stephens

• He played a major role in assisting with the 
passage of the Compromise of 1850 and the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act.

• He supported slavery, but resisted secession
(breaking away from the Union)



Think, Pair, Share
What was the main purpose 
of the Missouri Compromise 

and the Compromise of 
1850?

To maintain the balance of 
power between “slave states”

and “free states”



The word sovereignty means 
supreme power or authority.

What do you think popular 
sovereignty means? How 

does this relate to the issue 
of slavery and states’ rights?



Kansas-Nebraska Act

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIXmvr4kTEM

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/static/neh/interactives/sec
tionalism/lesson3/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIXmvr4kTEM
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/static/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/static/neh/interactives/sectionalism/lesson3/


The Constitution states “We the people of the 
United States”. Who do you think the founding 

fathers meant as “people”?

The interpretation of this part of the 
Constitution is significant in our next 
cause of the Civil War…the Dred Scott 

Decision.

http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/15.mp3 

Listen to the audio file below of Frederick 
Douglass [1:28]. How does he interpret the phrase 

“We the people of the United States”?

http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/15.mp3


Dred Scott Decision

• African American Voices Lesson: Dred 
Scott Decision

• Dred Scott Mock Trial
• An Unpopular Decision – The Dred 

Scott Decision Video [2:00] or The Dred 
Scott Decision [5:46]

Use some of resources below:

http://www.troup.org/userfiles/929/My%20Files/Social%20Studies/8SS/civil_war/policies_key_issues/Dred%20Scott%20Decision%20African%20American%20Voices.pdf?id=19529
http://www.troup.org/userfiles/929/My%20Files/Social%20Studies/8SS/civil_war/policies_key_issues/Dred%20Scott%20Decision%20African%20American%20Voices.pdf?id=19529
http://www.troup.org/userfiles/929/My%20Files/Social%20Studies/8SS/civil_war/policies_key_issues/dred_scott_mock_trial.pdf?id=19528
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM7onFP9vUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YM7onFP9vUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j3lKSs2ZoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9j3lKSs2ZoA


Think, Pair, Share
How did the Dred Scott 

Decision intensify 
tensions between the 
North and the South?



The Election of 
1860

Due to the division in 
the country, four 

presidential candidates 
ran for office in 1860.



The Election of 
1860

Examine the four party 
platforms. Identify the 

position of each in terms 
of proslavery, anti-slavery,

or pro-union.

See Curriculum Map for Platforms



The Election of 1860
• Democratic Platform (Northern) – Stephen Douglas 

wanted people to decide about slavery in their own 
state/territory (popular sovereignty)

• Democratic Platform (Southern) – John Breckinridge 
wanted to ensure slaveholders could own slaves in 
new territories

• Republican Platform – Abraham Lincoln opposed the 
spread of slavery in new territories 

• Constitutional Union Platform – John Bell wanted to 
keep the union intact

Election of 1860 Prediction Activity (see curriculum 
map)





The Outcome 
of the Election 

of 1860



The Election of 1860
Believing that Lincoln’s 

ultimate goal was to end 
slavery, the southern states 
voted one by one to secede 

from the Union. South 
Carolina was the first state to 

secede.



Optional Secession 
Activator

[See Curriculum Map]



Debate Over Secession
In 1861, there was a spirited debate in the 

Georgia General Assembly about if the state 
should join its southern brethren in breaking 

away from the Union.

Though there were strong supporters 
for both sides of the issue, Georgia 
eventually seceded from the Union 
after several other southern states.

Georgia Secedes from the Union: Today in Georgia History

Excerpts from debates on the Curriculum Map

http://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/georgia-secedes-union


Using your graphic organizer and information learned 
during the lesson, explain why slavery and states’ 

rights are the overarching issues that led to the Civil 
War.



Classifying Events 
Leading to Civil War 

Activity
[See Curriculum Map]




