Native American Removal
from Georgia




Native Americans had been in Georgia for
around ten thousand years

There were two main groups in Georgia, the
Creek and the Cherokee

New settlers in Georgia wanted Native
American lands

They used any means possible, including
forced removal, to take possession of those

lands




The Creek had lived mostly in northern
Georgia, along the Oconee River

Tension had increased between the
Creek and settlers in the late 1700s
as more settlers moved into the area

Eventually, those tensions increased to
become the Oconee War




Tribes of Creek would attack some of the
pioneer settlements
They would burn houses, steal horses and cattle,
and Kill or capture settlers
Georgia settlers got some men together and
told them to kill on sight any Creek who
was not a member of a friendly tribe

The Creek were led by their chief, Alexander
McGillivray




The fighting went on for several years

President Washington ca
McGillivray to New Yor

led Chief
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livray signed the

Treaty of New York, by which the Creek
gave up all lands east of the Oconee River

In return, the U.S. promised that no whites
would go onto land west of the boundary




When Georgians found out about the treaty,
they were mad because they felt the
federal government had taken the side of
the Creek

Over the next few years, neither the Creek or
the Georgians paid much attention to the
treaty

It was during this time that the Yazoo Land
Fraud happened
Because Georgia had to give up land west of the

Chattahoochee, the government promised to
remove Native Americans from the state




As the years passed, the Creek gave more
and more of their land to the U.S.

By 1825, William Mcintosh had agreed to
give up the rest of the Creek lands to
Georgia in return for $200,000

The rest of the Creek were not happy with
this because they felt that too much of the
land had been given up already




Groups of Creek met secretly to discuss how
to punish Mclntosh

They agreed that he should be executed, in
accordance with Creek law

Around 170-400 Creek marched to
Mclntosh’'s house and at daybreak, set fire
to the house

They allowed the women and children to
leave, before they shot at Mcintosh

Mclntosh could not fight back and was
stabbed to death




After the passage of the Indian Removal Act in 1830,
many Creek refused to leave their lands

In 1832, the Treaty of Washington was signed

Creeks gave up remaining 5 million acres of land, but the
US let them keep 2 million to live and farm. They could
stay on the reserved land or move west, it was their
choice
By 1835, many Creek gave up and moved west after
whites burned their homes, stole from their farms,
or killed them

Others were forced to move by the government once
they began attacking whites




Considered to be the most advanced
Native Americans in Georgia

Most Cherokee had converted to
Christianity
They had a written language

They published the first Native
American newspaper




A Cherokee blacksmith who was very
interested in the white man’s “talking
leaves”

In 1809, he began developing a syllabary

Syllabary: group of symbols that stand for whole
syllables

The tribal council sent Sequoyah all over the
territory to teach his written language

As a result, the Cherokee were the first
Native Americans to have their language in
written form




The Cherokee Syllabary

Lda Wta
&dla ,[.nla
Glsa
Gows
0y




The Cherokee Phoenix was the first Native
American newspaper

It was printed in Cherokee and English
It helped draw together various tribes of the

Cherokee Nation

Since the Cherokee Nation spread from Georgia
to Virginia, North Carolina, and Alabama, the
Phoenix helped spread news among them all




Gold was discovered in Dahlonega in 1829

Over ten thousand miners moved onto
Cherokee land looking for gold

The Georgia legislature passed a law that
placed part of the Cherokee land under
state control

It declared all Cherokee laws void

The Cherokee began losing their homes and
lands, along with their legal rights




While many Georgians did not care what happened
to the Cherokee, a group of white missionaries did

Reverend Samuel Worchester refused to sign an
oath of allegiance to the governor and was jailed

He, along with 10 others, were found guilty in court,
and sentenced to 4 years in state penitentiary

The governor agreed to pardon anyone who would take the
oath

Worchester refused and took his case to the Supreme
Court




John Marshall, Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court, ruled that the state court’s decision could
not stand because Cherokee territory was not
subject to state law and the rights of the Cherokee
were protected

The state court refused to set Worcester free, and
the governor and President Jackson refused to
honor the Supreme Court ruling

Because the court ruled that Cherokee territory was
not subject to state law, they thought that meant
they could keep their land

President Jackson and Congress passed the 1830
Indian Removal Act giving the U.S. government
authority to remove Native Americans from their
land




Cherokee lands were being divided into
lots of 40 and 160 acres

In 1832, a lottery was held to give lands
to white men

Even then, many Cherokee refused to
leave

Chief Ross made many trips to

Washington to ask Congress for help,
but no help was given




Even though the Cherokee had done
their best to change their lifestyle to a
more “European” one, Georgians
wanted Cherokee lands for gold

They had established a government like
the US government, they lived in log
cabins, they practiced Christianity, and

they published the Cherokee Phoenix in
English and Cherokee




In 1835, the Cherokee signed a treaty [The
Treaty of New Echota] stating they would
move west and that the state government
would give them a little money and food for
the trip

By 1838, about 2000 had left, but the
remaining 15,000 refused to leave

Many were rounded up and sent on boats
down the Tennessee, Mississippi, and
Arkansas rivers to their new homes

Conditions on the boat weren’t good, and
many died




The rest not sent on boats began the
700-800 mile walk to Indian Territory
in Oklahoma

The U.S. government was sadly
mistaken when they said the move
was made “without apparent
reluctance”

Many died from winter winds, snow,
and not enough food
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1) Who were the 2 main groups
of Native Americans in
Georgia?

2) Who developed the Cherokee
written language?

3) Why was the Cherokee
Phoenix important?

4) Who led the Creek during the
Oconee War?

5) What did the Treaty of New
York say?

6) Who agreed to give up the rest
of the Creek lands in 18257

7) Why was Chief William
Mclntosh executed?

8) When was gold discovered in
Dahlonega?

9) In what Supreme Court case
did the court find that the
rights of the Cherokee are
protected?

10) Who was Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court when

Worcester v. Georgia was
decided?

11) Why did Chief John Ross go
to Washington?

12) When was the Indian
Removal Act passed?

13) What did the Treaty of
Washington say?

14) Why did Georgians want
Cherokee lands?

15) What was the Trail of Tears?




