
IM 

Guidance Documents



Illustrative Mathematics
https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/distance-learning/

All of the information in this presentation come 
directly from the IM website and guidance 

documents. 
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https://www.illustrativemathematics.org/distance-learning/


3 Kinds of Guidance

Unfinished 
Learning
To address unfinished 
learning for your students 
next fall, IM has created 
just in time adaptation packs 
and supports to engage all 
students with grade level 
content. These resources 
seamlessly integrate with 
the curriculum’s scope 
and sequence.

Distance Learning
As you look at the 
possibility of distance 
learning models next fall, 
IM is providing guidance
and resources to keep your 
students engaged and give 
every student access to 
grade-level mathematics. 
The guidance will support 
your students’ social-
emotional learning needs 
and provides 
opportunities to 
synthesize their learning 
before moving on.

Family Supports
To support families with 
their child’s learning and 
engagement in math, IM 
family support resources 
ensure family support 
resources to ensure 
children talk about math 
and families have a better 
understanding for what 
their child is learning.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Educwl7rRcXv4AQaFSy2e_bmm1Ckit0-/view
https://illustrativemathematics.blog/2020/03/14/links-to-resources-for-shifting-instruction-online/


Unfinished Learning

Curriculum Adaptations

Curriculum Adaptation Packs 
help you identify prior 
concepts and skills that 
students need to access the 
content in each unit, and 
provide just in time support to 
keep students progressing in 
their learning.

Cool-down Supports

Cool-down supports ensure 
you have the tools to address 
newly discovered unfinished 
learning, and identify 
opportunities to revisit 
content in future lessons, 
without stopping to re-teach 
a concept.

IM 6–8 Math Adaptation Packs
IM 9–12 Math Adaptation Packs
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Professional Learning

On-demand math story 
videos share the big 
mathematical ideas of each 
unit to help you make choices 
to maintain a coherent “math 
story” as you adjust for the 
demands of distance learning 
and address unfinished 
learning.

IM 6–8 Math Supports for Cool-downs
IM 9–12 Math Supports for Cool-downs

IM 6–8 Math on-demand videos

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Gsd-wFLNNkSQdY5y8v_wi5rjb3CFeyn6?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Gsd-wFLNNkSQdY5y8v_wi5rjb3CFeyn6?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OSFajoilAc2wwC_SMpvso1i3NvUOcKf2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OSFajoilAc2wwC_SMpvso1i3NvUOcKf2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lm49PehREPNEVNxOjP3hmSKBi0FndTef?usp=sharing


Unfinished Learning
1. Incorporate prior grade-level knowledge and skills, when 

necessary, to support access to current grade-level content.

2. Use assessments meaningfully yet sparingly to make 

strategic instructional decisions.
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Incorporate prior grade- level knowledge and skills when necessary 

to support access to current grade level content:

✖ Coherence of Standards
○ Add lessons in “just in time” manner
○ Suggested added lessons are not meant to 

provide mastery of prior content
✖ Identify lesson that can be adjusted, combined or 

skipped
○ Attempt to keep the total number of days for the 

year approximately the same.
✖ Some suggested additions are blended within the 

unit to provide access to the lessons immediately 
following
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Use assessments meaningfully, yet sparingly, to make strategic 

instructional decisions

✖ Check Your Readiness
○ Provide teachers information about where 

students are along a progression of 
understanding
■ Begin unit
■ Sprinkle in throughout the unit

✖ Teachers should be able to determine if the 
suggested additional lessons are necessary
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The Invitation (Unit 1)

Unit 1 in many grade levels does not focus on 
major work of the grade. These units were 
designed to offer students and teachers an 

opportunity to build mathematical 
communities and establish routine. 
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Curriculum Adaptation 

Document
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Calling attention to relevant units 

that may hold prerequisite material

Important prior concepts that 

students should be familiar with in 

order to engage with current unit

Adjustments to support unfinished 

learning and keep unit length the 

same

Brief narrative that explains how to 

blend in earlier concepts
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Priority List for Lessons

✖ Priority can provide some advice how to further 
adjust including or removing lessons to meet the 
needs of the classroom
○ High Priority (+): Every effort should be made to 

include these lessons
○ Medium Priority (0): More neutral lesson. 

Careful consideration should be given before 
removing it from the unit plan under more dire 
circumstances

○ Low Priority (-): Should consider first when it is 
necessary to remove lessons from the material
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Category List for Lessons

✖ Categories for each lesson can be used for even more 
detail when considering modifications
○ E: Explore, Play, and Discuss
○ D: Deep Dive
○ A: Synthesize and Adapt
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Cool Down Supports

16



Support Level Guidance

✖ Each Cool-down has a support level guidance to 
help you know how to proceed following the lesson
○ 1. More Chances: 

■ Students will have more opportunities to 
understand the mathematical ideas in this 
cool-down, so there is no need to slow down 
or add additional work to the next lessons.

○ 2. Points of Emphasis:
■ If students struggle with….plan to….

○ 3. Press Pause:
■ If students struggle with….make time to 

revisit....
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Professional Learning
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On Demand Videos
Math story videos share the big mathematical ideas of each unit to 

help you make choices to maintain a coherent “math story”.
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Distance Learning
Guidance for Planning IM Instructional Materials in Distance 

Learning Environments in 2020-2021
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Educwl7rRcXv4AQaFSy2e_bmm1Ckit0-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Educwl7rRcXv4AQaFSy2e_bmm1Ckit0-/view


Distance Learning

Section Planning Guides

The section planning guides 
identify essential lessons and 
activities that address major 
work of the grade or 
prerequisites, and provide 
guidance on distance learning 
activities to support each 
lesson or activity.

PBS Video Lessons

Plus, Schoolkit will be 
providing 24 video lessons 
for IM 6–8 Math and Algebra 
1 to be aired on local PBS 
stations later this summer. 
These videos will help 
students be prepared for next 
fall.

IM 6–8 Math Section Planning Guides
IM 9–12 Math Section Planning Guides
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Video Lessons Summaries

The video lesson summaries 
highlight key points and 
vocabulary that students 
learn across several lessons. 
This supports students for 
checking their understanding 
and reviewing important 
concepts, vocabulary, and 
skills.

IM Grade 6 PBS Video Lessons
IM Grade 7 PBS Video Lessons

IM Grade 8 PBS Video Lessons
IM Algebra 1 PBS Video Lessons

IM 6–8 Math Video Lesson Summaries
IM Algebra 1 Video Lesson Summaries

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wso-OVOj7D_PbHvDDJ4CvD5K16xlQBT1?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wso-OVOj7D_PbHvDDJ4CvD5K16xlQBT1?usp=sharing
http://schoolkitgroup.com/video-grade-6/
http://schoolkitgroup.com/video-grade-7/
http://schoolkitgroup.com/video-grade-8/
http://schoolkitgroup.com/video-algebra/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pYHKfDbAWjj5mNPjJiFCwdNN_yoNiH3wpRJtuiWoDI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mBpoVB_dKjcxIjSLRVr6KSESD-J1fiA1Maj0AkVGZS4/edit?usp=sharing


Principles for Building Distance Learning Experiences around IM materials

✖ Prioritize time and find ways for doing grade-level 

mathematics

○ Leveraging digital tools and recruiting families and 

caretakers to listen to student thinking

✖ Use synchronous time strategically

○ Preserve any available in-person and synchronous 

time for building relationships and community, 

and for cognitively demanding tasks that are better 

with conversation

○ If students are only asynchronous, look for ways 

students can share their thinking
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Principles for Building Distance Learning Experiences around IM materials

✖ Design for access and equity

○ Maintain a high standard for the quality of work 

completed, while being flexible about when and 

how it is completed

✖ Attend to clarity in directions and anticipate potential 

confusion and barriers

○ Organize materials and assignment schedules in a 

centralized and streamlined way

○ Minimize the number of digital platforms required
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Principles for Building Distance Learning Experiences around IM materials

✖ Adjust pacing expectations

○ Slow down and focus on major work at grade level

○ Prioritize doing mathematics over covering 

content

○ Provide more time for exploration and ask deeper 

questions about fewer topics

✖ Consider age-appropriateness
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Let go of the one- lesson- per- day 

paradigm and think in terms of how 

students can meet the learning goals 

with more time flexibility!
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Complete Sections in Stages
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Stages
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Explore, Play and 
Discuss

● Can be completed 
asynchronously

● Use a digital 
response system 
or student 
workbook pages

● Guiding 
questions for 
caregivers

Deep Dive

● Best if done 
synchronously

● Opportunities to view 
other students work

● Feedback from 
teachers and peers, is 
essential for these 
activities

● Formative 
assessment to check 
for students 
understanding

Synthesize and 
Apply

● Can be completed 
asynchronously

● Written, in-
person, or 
automated 
feedback

● Synthesize the 
learning

● Teachers assess 
student 
understanding



Stages
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Ongoing Practice

● Practice Problems

Anytime Resources

● Opportunities to engage in mathematical modeling
○ Unit culminating lessons
○ Unit 9 
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Planning Guides
Examples
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Family Supports
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Family Supports

IM Talking Math

Prompts, aligned to lesson 
and content standards, help 
spur mathematical 
discussions at home for 
grades K–5 and 6–8.

Family Support Materials

IM 6-8 Math and IM 9-12 
Math certified by Illustrative 
Mathematics give an 
overview of each unit’s math 
content and problem for 
families to work on together.

Grades K-5
Grades 6-8
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Grades 6-8
Grades 9-12

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R0ob2DEuh2QRYAGKECMzbTnoswr3bbM_B6Dp_AHkoNg/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1A386qthrf-nqWWTw0mhlthVUw0I7Ui2f15zfcF5RFwQ/edit
https://curriculum.illustrativemathematics.org/MS/teachers/family_info.html
https://curriculum.illustrativemathematics.org/HS/teachers/family_info.html


Reality



How do we plan, when we are trying to facilitate all styles of learning?

Fully 
Virtual

Traditional
Blended

42

Parental 
Involvement



Thanks!

Any questions?
Chelsie Sturdivant

Chelsie.sturdivant@starfishnw.org

Erin McCain

erin.mccain@starfishnw.org
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