
IB Physics Summer Assignment (2022) 

The focus of this summer will be on two parts of your Internal Assessment (IA).   

- Complete the Personal Engagement piece of your IA 

- Complete the Exploration piece of your IA 

These two pieces of your IA start off the reader into your thought process and are pivotal in building 

your Internal Assessment and designing one at a high level.  

Read each attachment given to you with this assignment regarding these key components.  Here are 

some key components. 

Personal Engagement: 

Does your topic choice play a role in your personal engagement mark?   

Short answer, yes.  But not a lot.  The reader will identify the topic first, and then see if there is a 

relevant and authentic connection to the writer of the IA.  Now, this is 8% of your IA mark total.  The 

default mark is 1 / 2 points.  So, to get that additional point (which is 4 % of your IA score and 0.8% of 

your IB score).  Do not agonize over this too much.  Just pick a topic and research question that interests 

you.  And if there is a personal connection – then make that connection clear in your report.  It’s not just 

a paragraph.  It’ll be assessed throughout your IA holistically. 

Here is the criteria for maximum points for the personal engagement piece:   

The evidence of personal engagement with the exploration is clear with significant independent 

thinking, initiative or creativity. The justification given for choosing the research question and/or the 

topic under investigation demonstrates personal significance, interest or curiosity. There is evidence of 

personal input and initiative in the designing, implementation or presentation of the investigation. 

To summarize, make sure that through your introduction and throughout your IA, you have hit these 

points of emphasis.  Your opening statement in your IA should be a good introduction to this.   

Exploration: 

This piece is the first impression of how your research, data, analysis and communication will be set up 

for the reader.  In this section, focus on these parts: 

The Research Question 

You won’t specifically start off with the research question.  You will ease into it.  Begin the exploration 

with a little bit of background into the topic itself.  This is a great time to include research that was done 

previously that relates to your IA’s topic.   

Background Information 

This introduction should streamline to a research question that is well stated and shows FOCUS 

regarding your IA.  All the information in the background needs to relevant, appropriate for IB level 

content (vigor) and enhances the understanding.  Notice ENHANCES is the key term here.  If you are 

simply stating content that we can read online or through a syllabus, this does not constitute 

enhancement.   
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Methodology 

Variables listed that are content-specific, and on topic are pivotal here.  You also need to make sure that 

everything that’s included has much detail.  This includes the setup, materials, a diagram(s) of your 

setup (important) and making sure that your method and choice of data processing is CLEAR and 

relevant.   

Safety and Ethical Considerations 

A lot of IA’s may not have safety and ethical considerations when done in a lab bubble.  But what about 

applying them to real-life scenarios and applications?  Take careful consideration before you mention 

that your lab does NOT have any safety or ethical considerations.  You know, it may not.  But don’t 

summarily dismiss this piece.   

 

So, there are the two focus points of your summer assignment.  To key in on your research question, to 

establish an introduction that hits on the personal engagement piece (at a high level), and then 

completing the exploration section of your IA.  The rest of it will be addressed throughout the school 

year.  Read the attached rubric with this assignment.  It is important to understand what the IB 

program and readers are seeking when reading and marking your IA.  

- Complete the Personal Engagement piece of your IA 

- Complete the Exploration piece of your IA 
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