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MS. NAGOURNEY: Good eveni ng.
declare this public hearing to be open. Am |
| oud enough?

My nane i s Jennifer Nagour ney.
I am the Executive Director of the Charter
School O fice of the Del aware Departnent of
Educati on, and |'ve been appoi nted by the
Secretary of Education to conduct this public
heari ng. The Del aware Acadeny of Public
Safety and Security has submtted an
application for the renewal of its charter.
The recommendati on of CSAC was renewal wth
condi ti ons.

At this point, I would Iike to
i ntroduce ny partner.

MS. HI CKEY: My nane is
Cat heri ne Hi ckey. |'"'mthe Deputy Attorney

Ceneral wth the Departnment of Justice -- of

Education, but | represent the hearing officer

in this natter. Thank you.

MS. NAGOURNEY: We are expecting

Donna Johnson, Executive Director of the State

Board of Education nonentarily. She is

del ayed on her trip from Dover, and she w ||
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be here as soon as she can -- from Dover.

This joint public hearing is
bei ng held by the Departnent of Education and
the State Board of Education to assist in the
deci si on of whether the charter shoul d be
renewed.

Thi s hearing al so provides the
school s and the public with an opportunity to
provi de comments for the record.

I would like the record to
reflect that the notice -- that notice of the
time, date and pl ace of today's public hearing
was published in The News Journal and the
Del aware St ate News. I n addi ti on, notice was
posted at the Charter School Accountability
Commttee's official place of business, on the
Depart nent of Education's official Wbsite,
and on the State Public Meeting Cal endar on
the State's official Wbsite.

A court reporter is present so
that a hearing -- sorry, a record of this
heari ng can be nuade. It will be necessary for
each speaker to clearly identify hinself or

hersel f before beginning to speak so that the
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court reporter will we able to note who you
are. The record of this hearing wll be
provided to the Secretary of Educati on and
menbers of the State Board of Educati on,
together wwth any witten or el ectronic
comments received at or before this hearing.

W will proceed in the foll ow ng
manner : First, we wll hear from any

representatives of the charter who wsh to

conment . Then we wll take coments from
anyone el se who desires to speak. I have in
my hand the sign-up sheet for speakers. l's

t here anything el se who would |ike to sign up
or speak? Okay.

We ask that you keep coments to
three m nutes for individuals, five mnutes
f or groups. | tend to be as liberal as tine
and reason all ow accepti hg comments. However ,
| do reserve the right tolimt coment if it
is purely repetitive or cumul ati ve.

At this point, we wel cone
comments from any representatives of the
school .

MR HUGHES: Good after noon.
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Good afternoon. My nane is Charl es Hughes. I
want to thank the Charter School
Accountability Commttee for their fair and
exhausti ve revi ew of our application for
charter renewal . W are proud to have this
commttee reconmmend our charter for renewal.
The commttee's public concerns for our growth
and devel opnent of our acadeny include a
conti nued focus on academ c achi evenent and
financial stability.

Two areas where our record
reflects an absolute attention toward
i nprovenent and growth, to which, when voting
to renew the charter, the commttee gave
t esti nony.

DAPSS i s a uni que hi gh school
pr ogram W are teaching cadets to save lives
and push themto achi eve academ cal ly. It is
a readi ness blend -- career and coll ege --
with great potential and prom se, and we
appl aud the Charter School Accountability
Comm ttee for recognizing this effort and | ook
forward to the support of the State Board of

Educat i on.
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W are requesting and confi dent
that the State Board of Education will support
t he renewal of our charter. We are proud that
our school has been supported by over 30
var- -- by over 30 state responder -- first
responder agenci es, and believe their support
brings further evidence to the State Board of
Educati on as they nove ahead in support of our
charter renewal . Thank you very nuch.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Ckay. Next, Any
Novosel .

MS. NOVOSEL: Hel | o. My nane is
Any Novosel . My son, Jonah Novosel, attends
DAPSS. And | just wanted to speak in support
of DAPSS. W've found it to be a snall school
envi ronnent, which Jonah really needed. He
had a heart condition | ast year, and the staff
was extrenely supportive. And while he was in
the hospital, he couldn't wait to get back to
school and take his finals, which the teachers
were very under st andi ng about and adj usted for
hi m So for himto be a sophonbre in high
school and wanting to get back to school says

a whol e | ot.
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But anot her reason why | really
wanted to speak in support of DAPSS is Jonah
isn't interested in being a first responder or
in the public safety field, but it still works
for himand is helping to prepare himfor
col | ege. So | just wanted to nake sure that
everyone is aware that it's a great school,
not just for those interested in public
safety, but for those who m ght be coll ege
r eady. Thanks.

MS. NAGOURNEY: Thank you. Mar y
Bryant .

MS. BRYANT: Hel | o. My nane is
Mary Bryant and | am a freshman at DAPSS.

(Wher eupon, discussion was held
of f the stenographic record.)

MS. MARY BRYANT: My nane is
Mary Bryant from DAPSS Acadeny. l'"m a
freshman t here.

THE COURT REPORTER: | can't
hear . ' msorry.

MS. MARY BRYANT: My nane is
Mary Bryant from DAPSS Acadeny. l'"m a

freshman, and public safety is one of the
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cl asses we take there. We are | earni ng CPR
and it is really -- it's really cool to be
| earni ng sonething like that, since one of the
things I want to becone when | grow up i s an
EMT. And they teach us all different kinds of
t hi ngs, how to becone a firefighter, first
responders, generally. And we have a fire
school where we |learn howto -- learn al
about what the firefighters do.

It's really cool to | earn about
this kind of stuff. It's -- you won't find it
in regular schools, and it's definitely --

sonet hi ng el se that we get to do, TAC OPs.

It's ny first year. |'"ve only been a part of
it for a few weeks now, but so far, I'mreally
enjoying it. I get to do PT once a week, and

we get to go to different events and we brief
about them and we have our own cl ass and we
l earn a bunch of different things.

And it's just really neat to be
a part of sonething like this. Sonet hi ng t hat
I woul dn't have had a chance to at ny ol der
school s or any other high school that | know

of . That's it.
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M5. NAGOURNEY: Thank you.

Next, Marissa D Il.

MS. Dl LL: Good eveni ng. My
nane is Marissa Dill. I"ma 9th grader at
DAPSS. So far, this year has been really good
for me. At ny old school, | had a really
rough tinme paying attention in school or just
overal | succeedi ng. And | didn't have many
peopl e who were there to support ne. But at
DAPSS, the teachers really pushed ne to ny
limt and so does TAC OPs.

| really like it so far. The PT

that we attend is -- it's hard, but it helps a
| ot. And | just like to try ny best. And at
my old school, it wasn't very -- the teachers

didn't really show any effort into pushing ne
to do ny best. But at ny school that | go to
now, they push ne. They really want us to
succeed, and they really -- you can tell that
they |li ke their job. They do a good j ob at
it. And that's all.

M5. NAGOURNEY: Thank you.
Tyl er Stern.

MR STERN: Good eveni ng. My
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nane i s Cadet Master Sergeant Tyler Stern. I
am a senior at the Del aware Acadeny. I have
been there since the doors opened in 2011. I
am al so part of the Tactical Operations
Command. From ny experiences, | have enjoyed
every single nonent |'ve been at DAPSS. |
have received training and certifications I
woul d not have recei ved at any other public
hi gh school .

As part of TAC OPs, | have been
certified in many of the IS certifications,

i ncludi ng effecti ve communi cati ons. And,
currently, we are being certified in energency
pl anni ng. We have an EMI program where we're
actually going to be certified, and the goal
is to be certified at the national |evel. So
not just within the state of Del aware, but any
other state in the country.

So that's sonething to be proud
of . Most schools don't offer that. They have
just the normal core cl asses, natural studies,
readi ng, science. Well, we have public safety
cour ses. That's sonet hi ng that nakes our

school uni que. We receive training with
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crimmnal justice dispatch. We go t hrough the
New Castl e County Juni or Police Acadeny.

Fire school for 11th grade, you
actually go and do the fire school -- they
have a fire conpany that donates -- not
donat es, but volunteers their tine and cones
out and nonitors us and instructs us on how to
do this, how to do that, how to do the
| adders, how to do the ropes, how to do the
hoses. And that's sonething you don't get to
do every day.

9th grade year fire preventi on,
you learn CPR, and we've actually had cadets
use that training out in the real world
al r eady. We've had 12 kids -- 12 cadets get
the |ifesaver award. Sone of themaren't --
nost of themaren't wwth the fire conpany.
Most of them were just out there in the
everyday world and they saw an energency
happen, unfold right in front of their eyes
and t hey act ed. That was part of their
t rai ni ng.

So within The Del aware Acadeny

of Public Safety and Security, they actually
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show you what to do in the first responder

field and gi ve you opportunities to do it.

Thank you.

M5. NAGOURNEY: Thank you.

Kari na Perez.

MS. PEREZ: Good eveni ng. My
nane i s Karina Perez. I go to the Del aware
Acadeny of Public Safety and Security. I''m

currently in ny sophonore year, and, honestly,

I love ny school. | love everything that it's
for. I love all the certifications that we
t ake, because it -- honestly, it pushes us to

be better than any ot her school out there. e
get so nmany nore certifications, so many nore
t hi ngs that people -- when you're in coll ege,
you can add to your applications and your
resuneés that nmake you stand out from any

other -- any other kid that applies.

You can -- with TAC OPs, you get
so much nore certifications. You get all the
FEMA certifications you take when you are
actual ly going through public -- police
acadeny. You al ready have those. You can - -

you take all the fire school, you take EMIs.
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You just -- it's a beneficial school for
everybody and -- just in general. And | | ove
ny school .

So wwth TAC OPs, | -- it pushes
you to be the best you can be. It is alittle

stressful, but at the sane tine, it's to push
you to be the best of your ability. And it's
an anmazi ng program It's an amazi ng school .
And why wouldn't it want -- why wouldn't we
renew the charter? Wy not?

So that's it. Thank you.

M5. NAGOURNEY: Thank you.

Is there anyone el se who desires
to speak? That's a tough act to foll ow | f
not, the hearing is now cl osed.

I would like to thank you all
for participating today. The secretary wl |
consi der your comments as part of the
deci si on- naki ng process. Your comments wl |
al so be available for the State Board to
consi der. Thank you.

(Concl uded at 5:34 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Heather M Chiaro, a Notary
Public, Certified Shorthand Reporter and
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is an accurate and
conpl ete transcription of the proceedi ng held
at the tinme and pl ace stated herein, and that
t he said proceedi ng was recorded by ne and
then reduced to typewiting under ny
direction, and constitutes a true record of
the testinony given by said w tness.

| further certify that I amnot a
rel ati ve, enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the
parties or a relative or enpl oyee of either
counsel, and that | amin no way i nterested
directly or indirectly in this action.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny hand and affi xed ny seal of office on

the 12th day of Necermher 2014

Heat her M Chi aro
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
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