Pedro Menendez Chapter Bylaws

to the CONSTITUTION of the

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Bylaw I
Meetings

Section 1. The regular meetings of this chapter shall be held monthly. The meeting day and time shall be determined at the beginning of the school year by the sponsors of this chapter.

Bylaw II
Membership

Section 1. Membership is open to qualified members of the sophomore, junior, and senior classes. A candidate must have at least a 3.6 unweighted GPA be scholastically eligible.

Section 2. A member must have at least a 3.5 unweighted   GPA upon completing his or her senior year in order to graduate as a member of NHS. Members will have report cards checked by the Vice President of Scholarship each quarter to ensure that they are maintaining a 3.5 unweighted gpa. Students not maintaining these standards will have one nine weeks to bring their gpa up to standards. 
Section 3. A member must be enrolled and remain in two honors level courses per academic year to be eligible. 

Bylaw III
Participation

Section 1. Members are required to attend all meetings. Upon missing a meeting, members will be required to submit a written excuse concerning their absence within 48 hours.  That excuse will be reviewed by the committee to determine acceptability.  Missing more than two meetings will result in termination as an NHS member. A written warning will be given to members when their second absence from a meeting occurs.  

Section 2. Members are required to participate in service and fund raising activities. Any member who is unable to attend a meeting or participate in an activity shall provide the chapter advisor with a written excuse showing good cause for his or her absence. Members must do a minimum of four service projects per year. New members must do a minimum of two projects per year.

Section 3. Good causes for absence shall include, but not be limited to, required participation in other school activities, classes, doctors’ appointments, or work. Members will be expected to arrange their schedules to allow for participation in NHS meetings and activities whenever possible.

Section 4. A member who fails to establish good cause for not participating in two NHS meetings and/or activities in the course of semester shall be warned in writing. A member who fails to establish good cause for not participating in two meetings and/or activities in the course of a semester will be subject to dismissal at the discretion of the faculty council.

Section 5:  Members who fall below the standards that were the basis for their selection will be given the opportunity to address this violation in writing, which will be then given to the faculty council prior to a decision being made about his/her membership status.  In the case of flagrant violation of school rules or civil laws a member does not necessarily have to be warned and will be subject to dismissal. 

Section 6: Students who violate the integrity policy by academically cheating/plagiarism will be subject to dismissal. 

Bylaw IV
Chapter Officers

Section 1. The officers of this chapter shall be in order of successions: president, vice-president (or 1st vice-presidents and 2nd vice-president), secretary (or recording secretary and corresponding secretary), treasurer, historian, and sergeant-at-arms.

Section 2. A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to elect any officer of this chapter. Election of officers shall be held at the next to the last meeting of the year.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the meetings of this chapter.

Section 4. The vice-president shall fill the chair of the president in his/her absence and be responsible for the organization and implementation of all fund-raising and service projects. When there are 1st and 2nd vice-presidents, the first vice-president shall be responsible for service projects and the second vice-president shall be responsible for fund-raising projects.

Section 5. The secretary shall keep the minutes of meetings, a record of all business, maintain attendance and participation records, and handle correspondence. When there are two secretaries, the recording secretary shall record minutes of meetings and maintain records of all club business. The corresponding secretary shall handle correspondence and maintain attendance and member participation records.

Section 6. The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the chapter and shall keep an accurate account of all receipts and disbursements in accordance with school regulations.

Section 7. The historian shall be responsible for all publicity, including the bulletin board and the keeping of a photo journal of all club activities.

Section 8. Any officer judged to be incompetent for the office he holds by two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the chapter and the advisors of the chapter will be dismissed from that office. A general election will be held to fill the vacancy.

Bylaw V
Dues and Fees

Section 1. Annual dues for each member shall be twenty (20) dollars.

Section 2. All new members shall be required to pay an introduction fee. This fee shall be used to help cover the cost of the emblem and ceremony. The amount of this fee for new members shall be twenty-five (25) dollars.

Section 3. All fees shall be paid by the established deadline or before the induction ceremony for the new members. Members not meeting this obligation shall be subject to dismissal by the faculty council.

Bylaw VI

Service Projects

Section 1. Chapter members shall provide service to the school as requested by the principal.

Section 2. The chapter shall recognize the members of the faculty, administration, and support team at the annual breakfast.

Section 3. The chapter members shall determine at least one additional service project at the beginning of each year.

Bylaw VII
Scholarship Nomination

Section 1. Each year a senior member may be nominated by the faculty council in conjunction with the guidance counselors from among those identified as eligible by the chapter advisor to compete in the NHS Scholarship Awards Program.

I understand these bylaws and agree to abide by these stipulations. I understand that violations of these standards could result in my dismissal from the Pedro Menendez High School chapter of the National Honor Society.

Student’s name—please PRINT neatly___________________________________________________
Student’s signature________________________________________                                                          date_________

Parent’s signature _________________________________________                                                                 date_________
