
Hernando De Soto:  Hero or Villain – You Decide

Notes Connections to Notes

Who is Hernando De Soto? (where is he from and what 
did he do for a living)

What was going on in the world at the time De Soto was
send to the New World?

What kind of impact did De Soto have on the Native 
Americans in the Southeast? Be specific

What do you think was an unintended consequence of 
European Exploration on the Native Americans?

Describe De Soto’s expedition? How many men, horses, 
and what did he encounter in Georgia?

________ men, __________ horses.  He entered Georgia 
_____. The first time  in the _____________ part and the 
second in the ____________ part.
While traveling through, he encountered several 
________________.  Some had very powerful ________. 
Eventually, De Soto expedition last over four ________. 
At the end ________ of his men _________ along with 
_____________________ himself.

Draw an illustration showing his expedition.

Your assignment is to determine if De Soto was a hero 
or a villain. 
Keep the following in mind as you learn about De Soto:
1. He was hired by the King / Queen of Spain to bring 
back gold from the new world. 
2. He was responsible for his crew of 600 men.
3. Read the back side of this paper highlighting details 
about Desoto’s travels through the southeast part of the 
United States.  
4. Using evidence, answer the question, was he a hero or 
villain.

Write your evidence here to support your answer.
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