
Florida Industries Span 
the Entire World! 

3RS�TXL]��:KDW�LV�)ORULGD·V�À�QHVW�IUXLW"
'LG�\RX�VD\�WKH�RUDQJH"�5LJKW��,I�\RX�

said grapefruit, you’re also right. You get 
points for saying tangerines and tangelos, 
too. Florida is the perfect place to grow 
citrus, as the Spanish found out when 
they brought it here in 1493. But citrus is 
in trouble. That’s right, the oranges, the 
grapefruits, the $9 billion industry and 

more than 75,000 jobs are all in danger because of 
disease. You see, the trees are getting sick.

Because of the recession and housing crisis 
affecting all of Florida, many citrus groves have 
been abandoned. People bought the land thinking 
they could make lots of money from the fruit or 
from building on it. Now it seems many won’t make 
money after all. They’ll lose money if they try to 

Floundering Fruit
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Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards: SS.4.A.1.1: Analyze primary and secondary resources to identify significant individuals and events throughout Florida history. SS.4.A.1.2: 
Synthesize information related to Florida history through print and electronic media. SS.4.A.4.1: ([SODLQ�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�WHFKQRORJLFDO�DGYDQFHV�RQ�)ORULGD��SS.4.A.6.1: Describe the economic development 
of Florida’s major industries. SS.4.A.9.1: Utilize timelines to sequence key events in Florida history. SS.4.E.1.2:�([SODLQ�)ORULGD·V�UROH�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HFRQRP\�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�DWWUDFW�
businesses to the state. SS.4.G.1.1: Identify physical features of Florida. SS.4.G.1.2: Locate and label cultural features on a Florida map. SS.4.G.1.4: Interpret political and physical maps using map elements 
(title, compass rose, cardinal directions, intermediate directions, symbols, legend, scale, longitude, latitude).

Have you ever seen the clouds of dust or heard the pounding 
of hammers as you watched a new home being built in your 
QHLJKERUKRRG"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�VHHQ�D�À�VKLQJ�ERDW�FRPH�EDFN�LQ�ZLWK�
SLOHV�RI�IUHVK�À�VK�IRU�GLQQHU"�0D\EH�\RX·YH�VHHQ�OXPEHU�WUXFNV�
loaded with logs and wooden boards just waiting to be made into 
KRPHV��RIÀ�FHV�RU�GRJKRXVHV��7KHVH�DUH�MXVW�D�IHZ�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�VHH�
Florida’s industries in action.

An industry is a group of businesses that buy or sell products 
or services. Florida has a lot of industries that sell the products we 
PDNH��JURZ�RU�À�QG�LQ�RXU�VWDWH�WR�SHRSOH�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��0DQ\�
people think Florida is all about oranges and tourist attractions, but 
that’s not the whole story. Citrus crops and tourism are 
only two of many other industries that make up our 
economy. One of our state’s most important industries is 
mining phosphate. Almost 25 percent of the world uses 
phosphate that comes from our mines! Florida’s farms 
also sell food to people all over the world, especially 
Canada, the Netherlands, the Bahamas, the Dominican 
5HSXEOLF�DQG�3DQDPD�

This week, we will learn about a few of Florida’s 
industries. People in some of our industries work with others 
from all over the world to buy and sell the things we need. 
Some of our industries have been part of our state for as long 
as people have lived here. Other industries have only been 
around for a few years. All of them are important to people from 
Florida, the United States and around the world!

Signs of industry are 
everywhere around Florida. 
Did you know citrus crops 
and tourism make up about 
half of Florida’s economy?



Florida Ports
When it comes right down to it, Florida 

has a great deal to be proud of. Some of 
the state’s wonders are known only to 
Floridians. Others have made Florida 

famous all over the country. But Florida is 
world famous for at least one thing: Our 
state’s seaports are some of the best around. 
Modern ship captains sail from around the 
world to Florida’s harbors. What makes 

them so great? The waters are deep, 
the railroads and highways are 
numerous and close, and maybe 
above all, the weather is almost 
always great. This means that all 
kinds of things from around the 
world wind up in Florida, and 
all kinds of things from Florida 
wind up all over the world. Food, 
machines, minerals, chemicals, 
lumber and cars come into and go 
out of Florida’s 12 seaports all day, 
every day. And as long as Florida 
sticks out into the ocean, its ports 
will keep on being busy.

Shrimp Ahoy!
People in Florida have 

depended on the ocean for food 
since before anyone can remember. 
If you look at what archaeologists 
have discovered about Florida’s 
À�UVW�KXPDQV��\RX·OO�À�QG�WKDW�WKH\�
ate turtles, clams, oysters and even 
manatees. Fortunately, nowadays, 
people don’t eat manatee, but 
when it comes to making a living 
pulling food out of the ocean, 
some things never change. Fishing 
is still big Florida business and 
pretty much always has been. In 
WKH�HDUO\�����V��VKLSV�FDUULHG�À�VK�

from Florida to Cuba in big aquariums 
EXLOW�LQWR�WKHLU�KXOOV��/DWHU��À�VKHUV�NHSW�
À�VK�IUHVK�E\�SDFNLQJ�WKHP�LQ�LFH��2\VWHUV��
red snapper, mullet and sea trout were 
shipped all over the place from Florida. At 
WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��À�VKLQJ�ZDV�
even considered Florida’s most important 
industry. These days, shrimp’s the catch of 
WKH�GD\��DQG�WKRXJK�)ORULGD�À�VKHUV�FDWFK�
tons of lobster, crab and snapper as well, 
shrimping makes up a whopping 40 percent 
RI�WKH�VWDWH·V�À�VKLQJ�LQGXVWU\��7KDW·V�D�ELJ�
deal for a shrimp!

Oil
Oil drilling is big business. We use oil 

and gas for cars, boats, lawn mowers and 
SODQHV��)ORULGD·V�À�UVW�RLO�ZHOO�ZDV�GULOOHG�LQ�
Sunnyland in Collier County. It was owned 
by the Humble Oil Company. Humble grew 
LQWR�([[RQ��D�ZRUOGZLGH�FRUSRUDWLRQ��2LO�
drilling can be dangerous, too. In April 
2010, disaster struck in the Gulf of Mexico. 
The British Petroleum (BP) company’s 
Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded, killing 
11 people and sending millions of gallons 
of oil into the water. Thousands of turtles, 
ELUGV�DQG�À�VK�ZHUH�NLOOHG�RU�JRW�VLFN��2LO�
washed up on Gulf Coast beaches from 
Louisiana to Florida. The spill caused big 
ORVVHV�LQ�WKH�WRXULVP��VKULPSLQJ�DQG�À�VKLQJ�
industries of all the Gulf States. The BP oil 
company agreed to pay billions of dollars to 
KHOS�À�[�WKLV�KXJH�PHVV��0RUH�WKDQ��������
people helped in the cleanup effort. No one 
knows what the long-range effects on the 
ecosystem will be.

Charlotte County:�4BJM�UISPVHI�$IBSMPUUF�
)BSCPS�BOE�FYQMPSF�UIF�(VMG�*TMBOET�JO�UIJT�
DPVOUZ
�XIPTF�DPVOUZ�TFBU�JT�1VOUB�(PSEB��3JEF�B�
CJLF�PO�B�XJMEFSOFTT�BEWFOUVSF�USBJM�XIJMF�DIFDLJOH�PVU�
IVOESFET�PG�TQFDJFT�PG�CJSET��0S�WJTJU�B�HSPXJOH�DJUZ�PG�
UIF�GVUVSF
�#BCDPDL�3BODI��*U�T�UIF�MBSHFTU�QIPUPWPMUBJD�
	B�GBODZ�OBNF�GPS�TPMBS�QPXFS
�FOFSHZ�TJUF�PO�&BSUI��
5IF�DJUZ�IPQFT�UP�SVO�PO�����QFSDFOU�TPMBS�FOFSHZ�
TPNFEBZ��(PPE�UIJOH�UIJT�JT�UIF�4VOTIJOF�4UBUF�

Glades County: If you’re not sure how this county got its name, 
spend a minute with your old friend the dictionary, either 
UIF�QSJOUFE�LJOE�PS�UIF�POMJOF�LJOE��.PPSF�)BWFO�JT�UIF�
DPVOUZ�TFBU�IFSF��4FF�UIF�#SJHIUPO�4FNJOPMF�*OEJBO�3FTFSWBUJPO�BOE�
WJTJU�UIF�$IBMP�/JULB�	4FNJOPMF��CJH�CBTT
�'FTUJWBM�GPS�TPNF�SPEFP�
BDUJPO�BOE�BMMJHBUPS�XSFTUMJOH��5IF�-BLF�0LFFDIPCFF�4DFOJD�5SBJM�JT�
great for hiking. 

Lee County:�-FF�$PVOUZ�JT�IPNF�UP�
4BOJCFM�BOE�$BQUJWB
�UXP�JTMBOET�
with some of the best shell 
DPMMFDUJOH��	/FWFS�UBLF�B�TIFMM�
XJUI�B�MJWJOH�DSFBUVSF�JOTJEF�
�
%JE�ZPV�LOPX�UIFSF�BSF�PWFS�
�
����TQFDJFT�PG�m�TI�IFSF �:PV�
can eat most of them—not in one 
meal, of course. If city life is 
NPSF�ZPVS�TUZMF
�TFF�CVTZ�'PSU�
.FZFST
�UIF�DPVOUZ�TFBU��:PV�DBO�WJTJU�B�IJTUPSZ�NVTFVN
�JDF�TLBUF�PS�
go to the Imaginarium. Just imagine what you can do there! 

Charlotte, Glades, 
and Lee Counties

$JUSVT�GSVJUT�NBLF�VQ�POF�PG�'MPSJEB�T�CJHHFTU�
industries. Citrus fruits like oranges, limes, lemons 
BOE�HSBQFGSVJU�BSF�TPME�UP�QFPQMF�BMM�PWFS�UIF�XPSME��
0VS�TUBUF�HSPXT�NPSF�UIBO����QFSDFOU�PG�
the citrus fruits that are sold in the United 
4UBUFT��

One of our state’s most important 
growers was a Chinese immigrant named 
-VF�(JN�(POH��)F�DBNF�UP�'MPSJEB�EVSJOH�UIF�
����T�BOE�CFHBO�HSPXJOH�PSBOHFT��-VF�LOFX�
a lot about plants and how to help them grow. 
)F�FWFO�DSFBUFE�B�CSBOE�OFX�UZQF�PG�PSBOHF��
5IJT�OFX�GSVJU�XBT�WFSZ�UBTUZ�BOE�DPVME�
TVSWJWF�GSPTUT��5IF�PSBOHF�XBT�TP�QPQVMBS�UIBU�
JU�XBT�FWFO�OBNFE�BGUFS�IJN
�CVU�UPEBZ�QFPQMF�
call them Valencia oranges.

-VF�FOKPZFE�IBWJOH�WJTJUPST��)F�
HBWF�BXBZ�PSBOHFT�BOE�TNBMM�
orange trees to anyone 
who came to see him. It 
should not come as a 
surprise to learn 
UIBU�-VF�FBSOFE�
the nickname “The 
$JUSVT�8J[BSE�w

Florida’s ports welcome ships from around the world. 
Food, machines, minerals, chemicals, lumber and cars 
are some of the many things that come in and go out of 
Florida.

These shrimp boats help catch about 40 percent of 
GmpsjebÖt�ß�tijoh�joevtusz/
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The Citrus 
Wizard



Florida Lumber
Is your home made at least partly of wood? 

Most homes are when it comes right down 
to it, and so your answer is probably “yes!” 
That may be why cutting down Florida’s trees 
to make lumber for building has always been 
big business in our state. Long ago, Florida 
QDWLYHV�EURXJKW�WUHHV�GRZQ�ZLWK�À�UH�DQG�WKHQ�
burned and scraped them into hollow canoes. 
Later on, explorers discovered that Florida 
OXPEHU�ZDV�WHUULÀ�F�IRU�EXLOGLQJ�VKLSV��%\�WKH�
mid-1800s, many of the towns in Florida had 
been built near lumber mills. Today, lumber 
companies are careful not to cut down too 
many trees, or cut too often in the same place, 
and most lumber companies plant several 
trees for every tree they cut down. It wouldn’t 
do at all to run out of trees! But one thing’s 
for sure—as long as there are things to build 
out of wood, Florida’s lumber industry will 
keep going strong.

Famous for Phosphate
If you’ve ever bought fertilizer to use 

on your garden, then you’ve probably had 
an up-close-and-personal experience with 
one of Florida’s most popular minerals: 
phosphate. Phosphate is the biggest source 
for phosphorus, the main ingredient in 
most fertilizers. Phosphate in Florida was 
discovered in Marion County about 100 
years ago by a man named Albertus Vogt. 
Since then, it’s become a huge industry. 
(DFK�\HDU��)ORULGD�PLQHV�PLOOLRQV�RI�WRQV�RI�
concentrated phosphate rock. It all means 
about $3 billion a year for Florida’s economy. 
In fact, Florida is responsible for about one-
third of the phosphate mined in the entire 
world.

As the world’s population gets bigger, so 
will the need for food. As the need for food 
increases, so does the need for effective 
fertilizers! It looks as if Florida’s phosphate 
industry is just going to get more and more 
important as time goes on.

Oil is a big business around the world today. Florida 
started producing oil in the 1940s. 

Lumber has always been a big industry in Florida. 

Phosphate is one of Florida’s most popular minerals 
and is a huge industry. Florida has 25 percent of the 
world’s phosphate. 

5IF�GSVJU�n�Z�JT�KVTU�B�UJOZ�JOTFDU
�OPU�NVDI�CJHHFS�UIBO�UIF�IFBE�PG�
B�QJO��+VTU�UP�MPPL�BU�JU
�ZPV�E�OFWFS�UIJOL�JU�DPVME�IBSN�B�n�FB��#VU�MPPL�
out! This is one little bug who can really do some damage! You see, 
CBCZ�n�JFT�	MBSWBF
�MJLF�UP�FBU�SJQFOJOH�GSVJU��8IFO�UIFZ�
do, the fruit falls off the tree and is ruined. It might be 
0,�JG�n�JFT�POMZ�SVJOFE�BO�PSBOHF�IFSF�BOE�UIFSF
�
CVU�GSVJU�n�JFT�IBWF�CFFO�LOPXO�UP�EFTUSPZ�
entire crops. Oranges, watermelons, papayas 
BOE�DIFSSJFT�BSF�BMM�GBWPSJUFT�PG�UIFTF�
QFTLZ�MJUUMF�JOTFDUT��'BSNFST�
BSF�m�HIUJOH�UIF�n�JFT�XJUI�
chemicals, but dedicated 
people are always 
looking for better and 
safer ways to get rid of 
them. In any case, this 
is one little insect that 
is getting a bunch of 
attention!

Our state is full of hard workers. 
1FPQMF�GSPN�'MPSJEB�XPSL�XJUI�
CVTJOFTTFT�BMM�PWFS�UIF�XPSME�UP�CVZ�BOE�
TFMM�UIF�UIJOHT�XF�VTF�FWFSZ�EBZ��4PNF�
of these people may work loading and 
VOMPBEJOH�TIJQT
�DBUDIJOH�m�TI�PS�TISJNQ
�
drilling for oil or mining for phosphate. 
&WFO�NPSF�QFPQMF�XPSL�JO�UIF�TUPSFT�BOE�
businesses that make our state such a 
HSFBU�QMBDF�UP�MJWF�
%P�ZPV�LOPX�BOZ�PG�UIFTF�IBSE�

working people? Make a list of the 
QFPQMF�ZPV�LOPX�XIP�XPSL�IBSE��4IBSF�
your list with your classmates. If you 
see any of those people, remember to 
UIBOL�UIFN�GPS�FWFSZUIJOH�UIFZ�EP��

Mediterranean 
Fruit Fly

6�4��GPSDFT�
launch 

Operation 
%FTFSU�4UPSN�

in Iraq and 
Kuwait,
1991

"T�NBOZ�BT�
���
����

Cuban 
refugees 
BSSJWF�JO�
'MPSJEB

1980

The Miami 
%PMQIJOT�
play an 

undefeated 
season,
1972

�%JTOFZ�8PSME�
opens in 
'MPSJEB

1970

TIMELINE

5IF�(VMG�8BS�
ends,
1991
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Do you know any 
hard-working 
Floridians?



  Name ______________________________________
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Florida’s Sports Industry Overview

1. Other than tourism and 
agriculture, name two of 
Florida's industries. 

2. At the turn of the 20th 
century, what was 
considered Florida’s most important industry?

3. What important product is made from Florida phosphate and is 
used all over the world? 

4. What large oil company was once Humble Oil and first discovered 
oil in Florida? 

5. What product makes up 40 percent of the state’s fishing industry? 
6. Who first discovered phosphate in Florida?
7. What three things make Florida’s ports so great?
8. Why is the Mediterranean fruit fly considered a pest?

Baseball Spring Training Sites 
4QSJOH�USBJOJOH�CFHJOT�JO�'FCSVBSZ�BOE�FOET�XJUI�UIF�PQFOJOH�PG�UIF�
SFHVMBS�TFBTPO�JO�"QSJM�

City
#SBEFOUPO
Clearwater

%VOFEJO

4BSBTPUB
'PSU�.ZFST
'PSU�.ZFST
Jupiter
Kissimmee
-BLFMBOE
Jupiter
Kissimmee

1PSU�4U��-VDJF
Port Charlotte
Tampa 

Viera

Team 
Pittsburgh Pirates
Philadelphia Phillies

5PSPOUP�#MVF�+BZT

#BMUJNPSF�0SJPMFT
Minnesota Twins
#PTUPO�3FE�4PY
4U��-PVJT�$BSEJOBMT
)PVTUPO�"TUSPT
%FUSPJU�5JHFST
Miami Marlins
"UMBOUB�#SBWFT

New York Mets
5BNQB�#BZ�3BZT
New York Yankees

8BTIJOHUPO�/BUJPOBMT

Stadium
.D,FDIOJF�'JFME
#SJHIU�)PVTF�/FUXPSLT��
� 'JFME
'MPSJEB�"VUP�&YDIBOHF��
� 4UBEJVN
&E�4NJUI�4UBEJVN
)BNNPOE�4UBEJVN
+FU#MVF�1BSL
3PHFS�%FBO�4UBEJVN
0TDFPMB�$PVOUZ�4UBEJVN
+PLFS�.BSDIBOU�4UBEJVN
3PHFS�%FBO�4UBEJVN
&41/�8JEF�8PSME�PG��
� 4QPSUT�$PNQMFY
5SBEJUJPO�'JFME
$IBSMPUUF�4QPSUT�1BSL
(FPSHF�.��4UFJOCSFOOFS�
� 'JFME
4QBDF�$PBTU�4UBEJVN

Professional 
Football  
.JBNJ�%PMQIJOT
+BDLTPOWJMMF�+BHVBST
5BNQB�#BZ�#VDDBOFFST

Professional 
Baseball  
Miami Marlins 
5BNQB�#BZ�3BZT

Professional Basketball 
Miami Heat
Orlando Magic

Professional Hockey 
'MPSJEB�1BOUIFST�
5BNQB�#BZ�-JHIUOJOH

ACROSS
2. not an amateur or a beginner; experienced in 
POF�T�m�FME�

3. the Exxon Oil Company’s original name
5.�DPVOUZ�TFBU�PG�-FF�$PVOUZ
6. main ingredient in most fertilizers
7. county seat of Charlotte County

DOWN
1. a group of businesses that buy or sell 
QSPEVDUT�PS�TFSWJDFT

4.�DPVOUZ�TFBU�PG�(MBEFT�$PVOUZ

take care of and harvest the citrus. It’s cheaper to let it sit and do 
nothing.

Doing nothing, though, is dangerous. When people don’t take 
care of the citrus trees, they get sick. Tiny insects called psyllids 
are spreading disease from tree to tree, and diseases like greening 
DQG�FDQNHU�PDNH�WKH�IUXLW�VPDOO��XJO\�DQG�VRXU��(YHQWXDOO\��WKH�
trees die.

Citrus growers have abandoned more than 100,000 acres of 
crops across the state. To stop the spread of the disease, some of 
them are bulldozing their sick trees and burning them, but that’s 
expensive, too.

By the time you read this, things may be getting better. Do 
VRPH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�À�QG�RXW�ZKDW·V�KDSSHQLQJ�QRZ�ZLWK�)ORULGD·V�
À�QHVW�IUXLW��

Floundering Fruit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"T�ZPV�SFBE�UIJT�XFFL�T�MFTTPO
�DJSDMF�PS�
highlight all proper nouns with any color 
QFO�PS�IJHIMJHIUFS��5IJT�XJMM�IFMQ�ZPV�m�OE�
some of the crossword answers and get 
ready for this week’s test.

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper, 
please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

*U�T����ZFBST�JOUP�UIF�
GVUVSF
�BOE�ZPV�SF�BCPVU����
years old. 
0WFS�UIF�ZFBST
�ZPV�IBWF�

become the richest person 
JO�'MPSJEB��#FGPSF�ZPV�CFHJO�UP�XSJUF
�UIJOL�BCPVU�IPX�
ZPV�CFDBNF�UIF�SJDIFTU�QFSTPO�JO�'MPSJEB��/PX�XSJUF�UP�
UFMM�IPX�ZPV�CFDBNF�UIF�SJDIFTU�QFSTPO�JO�'MPSJEB��#F�
sure to use proper grammar, spelling and punctuation. 
(PPE�MVDL�

'MPSJEB�TQPSUT�JT�B�IVHF�JOEVTUSZ��+VTU�MPPL�BU�UIF�
OVNCFS�PG�QSPGFTTJPOBM�	OPU�BNBUFVST�PS�CFHJOOFST
�
UFBNT�'MPSJEB�IBT�UP�DIPPTF�GSPN��'JOE�ZPVS�GBWPSJUF�
'MPSJEB�UFBN�PO�UIF�*OUFSOFU�
8SJUF�EPXO�BMM�UIF�XFCTJUFT�ZPV�GJOE�PO�BOPUIFS�TIFFU�

PG�QBQFS��/PX�HP�BOE�MFBSO�NPSF�BCPVU�ZPVS�GBWPSJUF�
'MPSJEB�UFBN�


