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CHAPTER 6  GUIDE TO READING 

SECTION 1  The Expansion of Slavery, p. 181

Why did slavery expand in the cotton kingdom?

How was the slave population distributed across the South?

Why did a small number of free blacks purchase slaves?
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SECTION 2  Slave Labor in Agriculture, p. 186

What types of crops did slaves cultivate in the South?  

Why did slaves fear being sent to work on sugar plantations?

What was a typical day like for a slave working in the cotton fields?
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SECTION 3  Other Types of Slave Labor, p. 190

What types of labor did slaves perform in the South?

Why was physical punishment so widely used by slaveholders? 

What was the domestic slave trade?
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SECTION 4    Slave Life, p. 198

What was life like for African Americans under slavery? 

What was life like for children under slavery?  

How did white southerners justify the sexual abuse of black women?

What factors affected the health of slaves?
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SECTION 5  The Socialization of Slaves, p. 205

How did African Americans adapt to life under slavery? 

What were characteristics of the semisecret black churches that slaves created?

How have historians evaluated slavery and slaves?
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