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http://www.tinyurl.com/GSCSGifted


"I Am Gifted" Musical Montage
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Omx_iLtMjZA&disable_polymer=true
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Myths About

Gifted Students

http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/GSCS-Myths-Facts%20about%20gifted%20students.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/GSCS-Myths-Facts%20about%20gifted%20students.pdf


4

Characteristics 

of Gifted Children

http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/GSCS-characteristics%20of%20gifted%20children.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/GSCS-characteristics%20of%20gifted%20children.pdf


Gifted Program Eligibility Criteria
(See GA SBOE Rule 160-4-2-.38; GA Dept. of Ed. Georgia Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services 2019-2020, 

pages 7-8):

Students in the Griffin-Spalding County School System become eligible for gifted education services based upon the 
criteria provided in the State Board of Education. A multiple criteria assessment process is used to evaluate student 
eligibility for gifted services. The evaluation of students for the gifted program requires collecting data in the areas 
of:

• Mental Abilities – Measures of cognitive ability:  how a student processes   

information, solves problems, reasons, conceptualizes

• Achievement – Measures of academic performance

• Motivation – Measures of goal directed behaviors

• Creativity – Measures of creative thinking including fluency, innovation, 

uniqueness, etc. 
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Gifted Education Curriculum: GA Dept. of Ed. Georgia Resource Manual for Gifted 

Education Services 2019-2020, page 18):

Curricula for gifted education learners must incorporate the SBOE approved curriculum…Curricula for gifted 

students shall focus on developing cognitive learning, research and reference, and metacognitive skills at each 

grade grouping, using principles of differentiation:
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Gifted Education Curriculum: GA Dept. of Ed. Georgia Resource Manual for Gifted 

Education Services 2019-2020, page 18):

Curricula for gifted education learners must incorporate the SBOE approved curriculum.  Curricula for gifted 

students shall focus on developing cognitive learning, research and reference, and metacognitive skills at each 

grade grouping, using principles of differentiation:
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Gifted Program Delivery Models Utilized within

Griffin-Spalding County School System
(See GA SBOE Rule 160-4-2-.38; GA Dept. of Ed. Georgia Resource Manual for Gifted Education Services 2019-2020, 

pages 13-17):

Elementary Grades – Program Challenge (Resource Model) 
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Mission

&

Vision
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• Automatic placement in Honors content area courses in Language 
Arts, Science, and Social Studies

• Content based on state and system performance standards

• Course content, pacing, and process skill emphasis along with 
expected student outcomes differ from the regular education 
classes

• Regular education students must qualify for honors classes with a 
rubric score based on Georgia Milestones Assessments, Measures 
of Academic Progress assessments (MAP), Lexile levels, and 
classroom achievement levels.

Griffin-Spalding County School System
Middle School Gifted Service Model

(Advanced Content)
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Middle School Gifted Courses
Grades 6 - 8

English Language Arts

Language Arts/Gr 6 Honors G

Language Arts/Gr 7 Honors G

Language Arts/Gr 8 Honors G

Mathematics

Mathematics/Grade 6 Honors G

Mathematics/Grade 7 Honors G

Mathematics/Grade 8 Honors G

GSE Algebra I Honors G(MS)

Science

Science (Grade 6) Honors G

Science(Grade 7) Honors G

Science (Grade 8) Honors G

Honors Physical Sci G (MS)

Social Studies

Social Studies/Gr 6 Honors G

Social Studies/Gr 7 Honors G

Social Studies/Gr 8 Honors G

11



• Students identified as gifted may be placed in Honors level classes.

• Examples of Advanced Placement (AP) courses include:

➢ English Literature and Composition
➢ American Literature
➢ Calculus
➢ Statistics
➢ Chemistry
➢ Biology
➢ Environmental Science
➢ Physics 1 & 2
➢ World History

• Honors/AP classes cover topics in greater depth than other courses and require more critical 
reading and analytical writing.

Griffin-Spalding County School System
High School Gifted Service Model

(Advanced Content)
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High School Gifted Courses       Grades 9 - 12

Mathematics

AP Calculus AB G

AP Calculus AB Hon. G

AP Calculus BC G

AP Calculus BC Hon. G

AP Statistics G

Calculus Honors G

GSE Pre-Calculus Hon. G

GSE Algebra I Hon. G

GSE Geometry

Honors G

Honors Algebra II G

Science

Biology I (Grades 9-12) Hon G

Biology II (Grades 9-12) Hon G

AP Biology G (Grades 9-12)

AP Environmental Science G

Human Anat./Physiology Hon G

Physical Science Honors G

Chemistry Honors G

Chemistry II Honors G

AP Chemistry G

Physics Honors G

AP Physics I G

Social Studies

Comparative Religions Hon G

AP Psychology G

AP Government/Politics US G

AP Comparative Government G

Am. Government/Civics Honor G

Economics/Business/Free Hon G

AP Macroeconomics G

AP Microeconomics G

Comparative Political/Eco Hon G

AP Human Geography G

United States History Honor G

AP World History G

AP United States History G

World History Honors G

AP European History G

English 

Language Arts

Amer. Lit/Comp 

Honors G

British Lit./Comp 

Honors G

AP Eng. Lang/ 

Comp/Am. Lit G

Ninth Grade

Lit./Comp Hon G

Tenth Grade 

Lit./Comp Hon G

AP English

Lit./ Compo G
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• Students will receive an additional 10 whole points on their 
final grade average for Advanced Placement and/or Dual 
Enrollment courses*

• Students will receive an additional 5 whole points on their 
final grade average for Honors courses.* 

*These points are NOT used in the calculation of the HOPE   
scholarship and may not used by colleges.

Griffin-Spalding County School System
High School Gifted Service Model

(Advanced Content)
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• Griffin Region College and Career Academy

➢Southern Crescent Technical College

➢Gordon State

• Dual Enrollment funding

➢Tuition and textbooks

➢Transportation

Griffin-Spalding County School System
Dual Enrollment
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GSCS Gifted Characteristics and Referral Process Video

Related Links:

• GSCS 2020-2021 Gifted Testing Dates

• GSCS CISS Gifted Checklist

• Elementary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services

• Secondary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/117JIjnu5hiMPx2_o_ZKMmJWgjBY7F_Be/view?usp=sharing
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/GSCS-Gifted%20Testing%20Dates%202020-2021-Revised9-18-20-.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/Characteristics%20Instrument%20for%20Screening%20Students%20Checklist-%20Program%20Challenge%20Fall%202018.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/REVISED%20-%20ELEMENTARY%20-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%2020-21%20-1-.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/9-SECONDARY%20-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%202018.pdf


Norm-referenced Assessments used by the Griffin-Spalding County School System for 
Gifted Eligibility

Students in the Griffin-Spalding County School System become eligible for gifted education services based upon the criteria 
provided in the State Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.38.  A multiple criteria assessment process is used to evaluate student 
eligibility for gifted services.
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Achievement Mental Abilities

• Measures of Academic Progress 

(MAP)

• Iowa Assessment 

• Kaufman Test of Educational 

Achievement (KTEA)

• Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 

(NNAT)

• Cognitive Abilities Test (CoGat)

• Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test 

(KBIT)

Creativity Motivation

• Gifted Rating Scale (GRS)

• Torrance Test of Creative Thinking 

(TTCT)

• Scales for Rating the Behavioral 

Characteristics of Superior 

Students (Renzulli/Hartman)

• Gifted Rating Scale (GRS)

• Scales for Rating the Behavioral 

Characteristics of Superior 

Students (Renzulli/Hartman)

• Grade Point Average                                 
(Grades 8-12): Two-year average on 4.0 

scale in core subjects



Griffin-Spalding County School System Gifted Eligibility Criteria (June 2017)
A student can qualify with one of the two following sets of criteria:

A student must meet the eligibility criteria in order to receive gifted services. 
If a student does not meet qualifications, they may be tested again only after 2 years.

Mental Ability Achievement

Grades K-2: 99th percentile

Grades 3-12: 96th percentile or higher on a composite of a 

standardized mental ability test

90th percentile or higher on Total Battery 

(Composite) OR Total Reading OR Total 

Mathematics on a standardized achievement test

A student must meet both of the areas above. . .  OR

Mental Ability Achievement Creativity Motivation

Grades K-12: 96th percentile or 

higher on a composite or qualifying 

allowable component of a 

standardized mental ability test

90th percentile or higher on 

Total Battery OR Total 

Reading OR Total 

Mathematics of a 

standardized achievement 

test

90th percentile or higher on a 

standardized creativity test  

OR 90%tile or higher on a 

standardized creativity rating 

scale

A two-year average of a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 

scale in regular core subjects of math, 

English/Language Arts, Social Studies, 

Science in grades 3-12 OR 90th

percentile or higher on a standardized 

motivational characteristics rating scale

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test 

(NNAT)

Cognitive Abiltiies Test (CoGat)

Kaufman Brief Intelligence Test 

(KBIT)

Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP)

Iowa Assessment 

Kaufman Test of Educational 

Achievement (KTEA)

Gifted Rating Scale (GRS)

Torrance Test of Creative 

Thinking (TTCT)

Scales for Rating the Behavioral 

Characteristics of Superior 

Students (Renzulli/Hartman) 

Gifted Rating Scale (GRS)

Scales for Rating the Behavioral 

Characteristics of Superior Students 

(Renzulli/Hartman) 

A student must meet three of the four areas listed above. The rating scale may be used for either creativity or motivation, but not for both.
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Griffin-Spalding County Schools Gifted Identification Procedures

Phase One:

Talent Identification

Automatic Referrals: Review of available Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) results data

Structured Observations: Characteristics Instruments for Screening Students K-5;

Referrals by Individuals: Anyone with knowledge of students’ abilities.

Phase Two:School Level Screening

In-School Review teams meet to consider available data on all names submitted for consideration to determine those 

students in need of instructional modifications, further evaluation, and/or additional services.

No Additional Services Needed
Instructional modifications suggested if indicated 

Referral Process Ends
If parent referral – parent is notified

Phase Three:Evaluation for Services
Referral process continues.  Gifted evaluation teams notify 

parents. obtain consent to evaluate, collect and record data.

Phase Four:Eligibility Determination

Gifted Eligibility Team meets to review data and determine 

eligibility for services and document status.

Referred for Special Case Review.
Special circumstances, etc.

Non Eligible
Parents notified and, if needed, instructional 

modifications suggested to classroom teacher

Phase Five: Service Delivery Determination

Parent consent for participation in gifted services received. Services scheduled.

Eligible
Parent notified
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Steps for Gifted Eligibility

Screening: CISS (Panning for Gold) process – All K-5 teachers observe 

students over a period of time identifying characteristics. (Elementary Only)

Referral: Students may be referred in two ways:

● Students are identified with high assessment scores, and other supporting data

● Parents, school staff, and students can submit referrals, with supporting data

● Students names are submitted to the school level review team. 

● Review team makes final determinations on students referred for testing.

Testing: Students are tested in each of the following areas: mental abilities, 

achievement, creativity, and motivation.

Eligibility: Students who have met 3 of the 4 qualifications in the testing 

areas.
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Request for Consideration of Gifted Services

21

Elementary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services Secondary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services

http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/REVISED%20-%20ELEMENTARY%20-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%2020-21%20-1-.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/SECONDARY-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%202020.pdf


CISS:  What is it?

CISS stands for Characteristics Instrument for Screening Students

22
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CISS is a screening completed throughout the school year to screen for gifted 

characteristics so that appropriate services may be provided for those 

students.- This is an initial SCREENING and does NOT automatically admit a 

student into the gifted program.

● ALL K-5 homeroom teachers must complete CISS form.

● Any Secondary teacher can complete CISS form.

● If a student is already gifted, they do not need to be CISSed.

● Just because a student has an IEP does not mean that he/she may not be 

gifted – CISS them!

● Just because a student has a high score on the form does not mean a 

student will automatically qualified for gifted services. CISS form is just 

one aspect of screening.

● GSCS CISS Gifted Checklist

CISS:  What is it?

CISS stands for Characteristics Instrument for Screening Students
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http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/Characteristics%20Instrument%20for%20Screening%20Students%20Checklist-%20Program%20Challenge%20Fall%202018.pdf


2020-2021 GSCS Elementary Gifted Eligibility Review Timeline

November 30 - December 11 Gifted-eligible referral forms submitted to the school- Complete Referral Packets

December 9-11 Hold review team meetings at the school

December 14 Referral packets due to Program Challenge Center

Week of January 11 Consent forms and Teacher Checklists sent to schools

January 19 Consent forms and Teacher Checklists due back to Program Challenge Center

January 25 - January 29 Gifted Testing Window

Fall 2020

February 25 Gifted Education Parent Information Night

5:30pm-6:30pm (Virtual or In-Person TBD)

March 1-12 Gifted-eligible referral forms submitted to the school- Complete Referral Packets

March 11-12 Hold review team meetings at the school

March 15 Referral packets due to Program Challenge Center

Week of March 22 Consent forms and Teacher Checklists sent to schools

March 31 Signed Consent Forms and completed Teacher Checklists due back to Program Challenge 

Center

April 14-20 Gifted Testing Window 24

Spring 2021



State of Georgia - Total Enrollment: K-12
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State of Georgia

Grades K-12

Enrollment Totals

School Year 

2015

1,687,215 

Students

School 

Year 2016

1,699,523 

Students

School Year 

2017

1,707,049 

Students

School 

Year 2018

1,710,445 

Students

School Year 

2019

1,717,863 

Students

School Year 

2020

1,769,621

Students

Race/Ethnicity 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

White

(Non-Hispanic Origin)

41.72% 40.89% 40.10% 38.40% 38.94% 38%

Black

(Non-Hispanic Origin)

38.12% 36.89% 36.78% 36.71% 36.59% 36%

Asian 3.72% 3.88% 4.03% 4.17% 4.27% 4%

Multiracial 3.37% 3.36% 3.50% 3.65% 3.79% 4%

Hispanic 14.06% 14.66% 15.27% 15.72% 16.10% 16.6%

American Indian 0.19% .19% .19% .19% .19% N/A



State of Georgia –

Total Gifted-identified Students: K-12

*Data not available at time of report conclusion.
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State of Georgia 

Grades K-12

Enrollment Totals

School Year 

2015

177,877 

Gifted 

Students

School 

Year 2016

179,828 

Gifted 

Students

School 

Year 2017

181,899 

Gifted 

Students

School 

Year 2018

181,053 

Gifted 

Students

School Year 

2019

181,842 

Gifted 

Students

School Year 

2020

183,703 

Gifted 

Students

Race/Ethnicity 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

White

(Non-Hispanic 

Origin)

62.63% 61.40% 60.79% 59.82% 58.45% 57.3%

Black

(Non-Hispanic 

Origin)

17.94% 18.01% 17.90% 17.70% 18.00% 18.00%

Asian 8.70% 9.21% 9.54% 10.04% 10.49% 11%

Multiracial * * * * * 4.5%

Hispanic 6.87% 6.22% 7.61% 8.01% 8.44% 8.8%

American Indian * * * * * *



GSCS Total Enrollment: K-12

**Total enrollment figures presented for 2015, 2016, 2017 reflect the aggregate total number of students who attended GSCS at any point in time 

during those school years. Total enrollment figures presented for 2018, and 2019 reflect the total number of students enrolled in GSCS during May 

2018 and May 2019 - not the aggregate total of students who attended GSCS during the those school years. Total Enrollment figures presented for 

2020 reflect the number of students enrolled during October 2019, and do not reflect Pre K enrollment. 27

GSCS All-grades

Enrollment Totals

School 

Year 2015*

School Year 

2016*

School Year 

2017*

School Year 

2018

School Year 

2019

School Year

2020

Enrollment* 11,953 11,721 11,719 10,383 10,353
9,704

White 

(Non-Hispanic Origin)

43.39% 41.88% 40.48% 38.80% 37.69%
36.78%

Black 

(Non-Hispanic Origin)

44.56% 45.48% 46.49% 47.18% 47.66%
48.11%

Asian 0.72% 0.83% 0.81% 0.85% 0.78%
0.73%

Multiracial 4.23% 4.22% 4.53% 4.58% 4.85%
4.79%

Hispanic 6.86% 7.34% 7.42% 8.27% 8.69%
9.30%

American Indian 0.23% 0.23% 0.27% 0.32% 0.26%
0.29%



GSCS Total Gifted-identified Students: K-12
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GSCS

All Grades

School Year

2015

School Year

2016

School

Year

2017

School

Year

2018

School

Year

2019

School

Year

2020

Gifted-identified 

Students

761 Gifted 

Students

804 Gifted 

Students

835 Gifted 

Students

736 Gifted 

Students

690 Gifted 

Students

595 Gifted 

Students

White 

(Non-Hispanic 

Origin)

70.74% 68.25% 66.13% 63.45% 62.89%
61.51%

Black 

(Non-Hispanic 

Origin)

18.09% 20.35% 21.07% 22.87% 24.49%
24.71%

Asian 1.42% 1.4% 2.11% 2.25% 1.44%
1.01%

Multiracial 3.55% 3.16% 4.86% 4.35% 4.34%
4.37%

Hispanic 6.03% 6.49% 5.35% 6.6% 6.37%
8.07%

American Indian 0.18% 0.35% 0.49% 0.48% 0.43%
0.33%



GSCS Elementary (K-5)

Referrals for Gifted-eligibility Review
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GSCS

Grades K-5

Referrals for Gifted-eligibility 

Review

Fall

2015

Spring

2016

Fall

2016

Spring 

2017

Fall 

2017

Spring 

2018

Fall

2018

Spring

2019

Fall

2019

Spring

2020

Number of Students Referred 

for

Gifted-eligibility Review

189 171 181 235 129 171 133 167 124 248

Race/Ethnicity

White

(Non-Hispanic Origin)
52% 52% 45% 51% 48% 50% 44% 40% 54% 50%

Black

(Non-Hispanic Origin)
33% 29% 39% 34% 40% 35% 42% 42% 28% 32%

Asian 1% 1% 3% 0.5% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1.2%

Multiracial 4% 4% 6% 5% 6% 6% 5% 7% 6% 7%

Hispanic 9% 11% 6% 9% 5% 6% 8% 9% 10% 9%

American Indian 0 2% 0 0.5% 0 1% 0 1% 0 0.8%



GSCS Elementary (K-5)

Referrals Newly-Determined Gifted-eligible
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GSCS

Grades K-5

Referrals Determined Gifted-

eligible

Fall

2015

Spring

2016

Fall

2016

Spring 

2017

Fall 

2017

Spring 

2018

Fall

2018

Spring

2019

Fall

2019

Number of Students Determined 

Gifted-eligible
48 66 70 65 40 57 42 52 50

Race/Ethnicity

White 

(Non-Hispanic Origin)
56% 61% 54% 45% 68% 58% 52% 69% 60%

Black 

(Non-Hispanic Origin)
34% 24% 31% 40% 28% 30% 36% 21% 22%

Asian 0 1.5% 3% 1% 0 2% 0 0 2%

Multiracial 4% 1.5% 7% 6% 2% 7% 5% 4% 6%

Hispanic 6% 9% 7% 8% 2% 3% 5% 6% 10%

American Indian 0 3% 0 0 0 0 2% 0 0%



Helpful Links:

• Georgia Department of Education Gifted Education Website

• Georgia Department of Education Gifted Education Resource Manual 2020-2021

• GSCS Gifted Education Website

• GSCS Gifted Resource Manual 2020-2021

• GSCS 2020-2021 Gifted Testing Dates

• GSCS CISS Gifted Checklist

• GSCS Program Challenge Handbook 2020-2021

• GSCS Gifted Services Q and A

• Elementary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services

• Secondary Request for Consideration of Gifted Services
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https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Gifted-Education.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Documents/Gifted%20Education/2020-2021%20Georgia%20Resource%20Manual%20for%20Gifted%20Education%20Services-June%202020---.pdf
http://www.tinyurl.com/GSCSGifted
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/GSCS-GiftedResourceManual%202020-2021.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/GSCS-Gifted%20Testing%20Dates%202020-2021-Revised9-18-20-.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/Characteristics%20Instrument%20for%20Screening%20Students%20Checklist-%20Program%20Challenge%20Fall%202018.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/Program%20Challenge%202020-2021%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/GSCS%20Gifted%20Services%20Q%20and%20A.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/GIFTED/REVISED%20-%20ELEMENTARY%20-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%2020-21%20-1-.pdf
http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Instructional%20Services/Gifted%20Services/9-SECONDARY%20-Request%20for%20Consideration%20of%20Gifted%20Services%202018.pdf


We THANK YOU

for your attendance and participation!

Gifted Elementary Education

Marnie Bailey

Dr. Jhondee Barnes

Amy Brown

Cara Cook

Gifted Secondary Education

Raye Aragon

Director of K-12 Curriculum

Ashley Crawford

Executive Director of Elementary Education

Dr. Norman C. Sauce III

Superintendent

Mr. James D. Smith
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