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This inspiring growth mindset passage is approximately 6th grade level, but can be 
used with a range of students. Great for several reading comprehension skills: 

vocabulary, summarizing, text-to-self connections, and making inferences.  

This two-page, printable resource is no-prep and high-interest.  
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3. Summarize Ray Allen’s argument about his ability to make three-pointers in your own words.

1. With which statement would Ray Allen
most likely agree?
A. He can shoot three-pointers because he is  very lucky.

B. He has learned to shoot three-pointers from the best
players in the league.
C. His hard work has allowed him to make three-pointers.

D. The ability to make three-pointers is unpredictable.

2. What does innate mean,

as used in this passage?

A. unusual

B. natural

C. limited

D. extreme

Name: ________________________________    Date: __________________________    Class Period: ________ 

 Ray Allen [is] a ten-time All-Star in the National Basketball  
Association and the greatest three-point shooter in the history of 
 that league. Some years back, ESPN columnist Jackie MacMullan 
 wrote an article about Allen as he was approaching his record for 
 most three-point shots made. In talking with Allen for that story, MacMullan mentioned that another 
basketball commentator had said that Allen was born with a shooting touch—in other words, an 
innate gift for three-pointers.      

 Allen did not agree. “I’ve argued this with a lot of people in my life,” he told MacMullan. 
“When people say God blessed me with a beautiful jump shot, it really makes me mad. I tell those 
people, ‘Don’t undermine the work I’ve put in every day.’ Not some days. Every day. Ask anyone who 
has been on a team with me who shoots the most. Go back to Seattle and Milwaukee, and ask them. 
The answer is me.”  

 And, indeed, as MacMullan noted, if you talk to Allen’s high school basketball coach you will 
find that Allen’s jump shot was not noticeably better than his teammates’ jump shots back then; in 
fact, it was poor. But Allen took control, and over time, with hard work and dedication, he 
transformed his jump shot into one so graceful and natural that people assumed he was born with it. 
He took advantage of his gift—his real gift. 

--adapted from Anders Ericsson, Peak: Secrets from the New Science of Expertise  
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Directions: read the following passage and answer the 
questions that follow.  



4. The author says, “he took advantage of his gift—his real gift.”
What does he mean by “his real gift?” Explain using details from the text.

5. How can you apply Ray Allen’s attitude in your life, including school, sports, and other goals?

6. One of your classmates struggles with math. He feels that he just doesn’t have any talent for it,
while it seems to come naturally to others. He assumes he will never be great at it. What would you
say to him? What would Ray Allen say to him? Explain.
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Answer Key 
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1. C

2. B

3. Answers will vary; Ray Allen says that he was not born with the natural talent for

making three pointers—in fact, he wasn’t very good at it in high school—but he

worked hard everyday and improved.

4. His “real gift” means his perseverance and his ability to put in the work required

to become great.  

5. Answers will vary

6. Answers will vary; Ray Allen would probably say that you don’t have to be born

with a natural talent for something to become good at it. If you work hard like he

did, you can improve at anything.
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Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing that the 
contents are the property of Emma Oliver and licensed to you only for classroom/personal 
use as a single user. I retain the copyright, and reserve all rights to this product. 

YOU MAY: 
-Use items (free and purchased) for your own classroom students, or your own personal
use.
-Reference to this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development
workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to myself as the
author and a link back to my TPT store is included in your post/presentation.
-Distribute and make copies of free items only to other teachers PROVIDED there is credit
given to Emma Oliver and a link back to my TPT store.

YOU MAY NOT: 
-Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to remove the
copyright/watermarks.
-Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free.
-Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes Google Doc links
on blogs).
-Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden and is a violation
of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law.
-Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics while using this 
product.  

If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way experiencing a 
problem, please contact me and I will be more than happy to help sort it out! 

Thank you, 
Emma Oliver 
Read Relevant 

Earn TpT Credits to use on future purchases by reviewing

this product! 

 

Go to “My Purchases,” find your download and click 

“Provide Feedback.”   
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