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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
 Ppt

Preview objectives 
of the module

 Ppt

Warm up 
Discussion

Respond individually to the prompts on the
slide. Partner share.

 Ppt Partners Partners

Introduction of 
standards

Allow participants to group by grade level 
and review standard

 Ppt
 Copies of Standards 1 for 

Grades 6-8

Group by grade level Group by grade level

Continue review of 
standards – Grade 
6

After grade level groups review their 
standard:
Have grade level groups share out what 
they noticed.
Discuss that 6th grade is the shift from 
opinion to argument. 

 Ppt
 Copies of Standard 1 for 

Grades 6-8 
 Make photocopies of the 6-8 

progression of CCSS.W.1.

Group by grade level, whole
group

Group by grade level, 
whole group
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS

Continue review of 
standards – Grade 
7

After grade level groups review their 
standard:
Have grade level groups share out what 
they noticed.

 Ppt
 Copies of Standard 1 for 

Grades 6-8

Group by grade level, whole
group

Group by grade level, 
whole group

Continue review of 
standards – Grade 
8

After grade level groups review their 
standard:
Have grade level groups share out what 
they noticed.

 Ppt
 Copies of Standard 1 for 

Grades 6-8

Group by grade level, whole
group

Group by grade level, 
whole group

Introduction/Revie
w of argument vs. 
Persuasion

When does it make the shift?  6th grade 
shifts from persuasion to argument – this is
a significant piece for this group of 
teachers

 Ppt

Introduction/Revie
w of argument vs. 
Persuasion

When does it make the shift?  6th grade 
shifts from persuasion to argument – this is
a significant piece for this group of 
teachers

 Ppt

Review elements of
argument

 Ppt
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
ELA vs. Scientific 
Argument

 Comparing the elements of argument 
in ELA vs. Science

 Consider using this as a handout and 
also making comparisons to other 
content areas (i.e. Next Gen/math/ELA
connection)

 Ppt

Review what 
Argument looks like
in different content
areas

Provide examples of the elements of 
argument in each content area. Next Gen 
link: 
http://teachingcommons.cdl.edu/ngss/scie
nce_math/images/PracticesVennDiagram_
Page_2.jpg  
If your district uses CSET, discuss how it 
provides a structure for Argument writing 
across all content areas.

 Ppt.
 Additional resources, by 

content, as determined by 
presenter

Arguments across 
disciplines

Just to raise awareness. We are talking 
general argument, not specific. 

 Ppt

CCSS – What is 
argument

Just review how CCSS defines argument  Ppt
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Viewing two videos
and determining if 
videos are 
argument or 
persuasion

As a group, view the video and discuss 
whether the example is persuasive or 
argumentative.  The next slides will have 
participants dig deeper into elements of 
argumentation and take a closer look at 
examples. 

 Ppt
 Access to video (downloaded 

MP4 or Internet Access)

Partners and whole group for 
discussion

Elements of an 
Argument

Now, dig deeper into the elements of an 
argument.  Share what the elements are.  
Slide # 16 handout

 Ppt
 Slide #16 handout

Analysis of 
argument vs. 
persuasion 

Discuss with a partner/small group; 
discuss- ARGUMENT OR PERSUASION. 
Option: the facilitator may distribute a 
handout with four slides (17-20) and ask 
groups to discuss all images at one time.

 Ppt.
 Optional handouts of Slides 

17-20

Partner/small group
Whole group discussion

Analysis of 
argument vs. 
persuasion

Discuss with a partner/small group; 
discuss- ARGUMENT OR PERSUASION. 
Option: the facilitator may distribute a 
handout with four slides (17-20) and ask 
groups to discuss all images at one time.

 Ppt.
 Optional handouts of Slides 

17-20

Partner/small group
Whole group discussion
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Analysis of 
argument vs. 
persuasion

Discuss with a partner/small group; 
discuss- ARGUMENT OR PERSUASION. 
Option: the facilitator may distribute a 
handout with four slides (17-20) and ask 
groups to discuss all images at one time.

 Ppt.
 Optional handouts of Slides 

17-20

Partner/small group
Whole group discussion

Analysis of 
argument vs. 
persuasion

Discuss with a partner/small group; 
discuss- ARGUMENT OR PERSUASION. 
Option: the facilitator may distribute a 
handout with four slides (17-20) and ask 
groups to discuss all images at one time.

 Ppt.
 Optional handouts of Slides 

17-20

Partner/small group
Whole group discussion

Digging Deeper into
Argument

 Ppt

Claims, Evidence, 
Warrants, 
Counterclaims

What is claim? (zombies make cool 
parents) Evidence? The reasons. Warrant? 
(what we know of zombies) Are there any 
counterclaims? 

 Ppt
 Copy of slide 22

Small group, partner work

Claims, Evidence, 
Warrants, 
Counterclaims

Does this make a claim? What is evidence?
What is explanation? What does this tell us
about shaping an argument?  Provide 
copies.

 Ppt
 Copy of slide 23

Small group, partner work
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Practicing 
Argument - Debate

Have group signs for each category: 
Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and 
Strongly Disagree.

 Ppt.
 Participants: electronic 

devices, if needed

4 groups, determined by 
participant POV

Grade level analysis
of student writing 
samples

Follow directions on the slide.  Examples 
from Appendix C (6&7) and Achieve the 
Core (8) CCSS for each grade level. 
 
Provide the annotation to view and 
discuss after initial analysis (Grades 
6&7, page 2 of documents; grade 8, 
separate file)

 Ppt
 Copies of Grades 6-8 student 

writing samples from 
Appendix B

 Copies of Grades 6-8 student 
writing sample rubrics from 
Appendix B

First, Group by grade level, 
partners or small groups

Second, count off by 3s to form 
mixed grades 6-8 groups

Transition slide How do you do it?  How do you teach the 
kids how to write argumentatively?



Steps of the 
argument writing 
process

GENERAL OVERVIEW SLIDE (slide 31 
includes participant activity to dive deeper 
into this topic)

Group discussion

Is the issue debatable, or based upon 
personal opinion?

 Ppt.
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Steps of the 
argument writing 
process

GENERAL OVERVIEW SLIDE (slide 31 
includes participant activity to dive deeper 
into this topic)

Choosing topics is difficult. This kind of a 
model by Kelly Gallagher helps. Discuss 
how this could be used to generate topics 
for argument writing in each content area.

 Ppt.

Steps of the 
argument writing 
process

GENERAL OVERVIEW SLIDE (slide 31 
includes participant activity to dive deeper 
into this topic)

Review slide

 Ppt.

Steps of the 
argument writing 
process

GENERAL OVERVIEW SLIDE (slide 31 
includes participant activity to dive deeper 
into this topic)

Now, dig deeper into the elements of an 
argument.  Share/discuss the elements 
are.  Refer back to Slide # 16 handout

 Ppt.
 Slide 16 handout
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Steps of the 
argument writing 
process 

(ACTIVITY: 
CREATING A 
POSTER)

Copy the Purdue OWL document through 
page 6.  Divide participants into 4 groups 
(count off by 4’s).  Assign each group one 
of the four elements on the slide of 
constructing an argument.  Each group will 
create a poster detailing the important 
points to remember about their area

 Ppt.
 Purdue OWL document (pages

1-6)

Count off by 4s to form groups

DOE Writing 
Rubrics

The intent of these slides are to introduce 
DOE writing rubrics, note changes that 
have been made to the rubrics, and get a 
general “feel” for the rubric.

 Ppt.
 Grades 6-8 Argument Writing 

Rubric

DOE Writing 
Rubrics

The intent of these slides are to introduce 
DOE writing rubrics, note changes that 
have been made to the rubrics, and get a 
general “feel” for the rubric.

 Ppt.
 Grades 6-8 Argument Writing 

Rubric

DOE Writing 
Rubrics

The intent of this slide is to highlight 
changes in the state writing rubrics

 Ppt.
 Grades 6-8 Argument Writing 

Rubric
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
DOE Writing 
Rubrics

Differences between SBAC vs. DE Writing 
rubrics

 Ppt.
 Grades 6-8 Argument Writing 

Rubric

DOE Writing 
Rubrics

Time for participants to analyze grade level
appropriate rubric

 Ppt.
 Grades 6-8 Argument Writing 

Rubric

Group by grade level, partners o
or small groups

Whole group share out





Discussion Review gradual release document and 
discuss how this would look in your 
classroom
Source used 
https://www.mheonline.com/_treasures/p
df/douglas_fisher.pdf 

Gradual release document 
(pg. 55)

Small group/ pairs

https://www.mheonline.com/_treasures/pdf/douglas_fisher.pdf
https://www.mheonline.com/_treasures/pdf/douglas_fisher.pdf
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
 
Remember that you can over 
accommodate and impede a student from 
making growth.  Accommodations should 
be provided based on individual student 
need.  Accommodations should be specific 
to the student and serve the purpose of 
providing them the opportunity to be 
successful with a task/activity/assignment.



Discuss whole 
group



Group 
activity/share out

Common Core State Standards, Writing, 
and Students with LD: Recommendations
Steve Graham and Karen R. Harris
http://www.udlcenter.org/advocacy/faq_g
uides/common_core 

Group 1 article on Pages 
59,60,61,66
Group 2 article on pages 
62,63,64,65,66

Link: 
http://www.udlcenter.org/ad
vocacy/faq_guides/common_
core 

Two groups
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS

Discuss Extension activity:  browse through the 
different websites and discuss one helpful 
resource/strategy that is mentioned. 





Group and Share 
out

Print Article 
https://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildr
en/publications/docs/21_01_05.pdf 

Discuss Discuss implications for instruction and 
assessment; view web links if time permits.

Waffles vs. 
Pancakes debate

If time allows you could use this as an 
activity with teachers or teachers can use it
with their students as additional practice 
with argumentation

 Ppt.
 Downloaded MP4 or Internet
 Argument T-chart GO

https://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/21_01_05.pdf
https://www.princeton.edu/futureofchildren/publications/docs/21_01_05.pdf
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TOPIC ACTIVITY FACILITATOR TIPS MATERIALS Groupings GROUPINGS
Have participants complete Argument T-
chart GO as they watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4A5z
oRuPoQ  

Waffles vs. Pancakes debate


DOE Writing 
Rubrics 
Professional 
Development

Resources to share

Learning 
Progressions 
Webinar

Resources to share
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Resources The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.



Resources - Citing The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.



Resources - 
Quoting

The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.



Resources - Citation The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…





Grades 6-8 Writing:  Module 5

Grades 6-8 Writing:  Module 5 Page 14

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.

Resources - 
Summarizing

The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.



Resources - 
Paraphrasing

The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.



Resources - 
Scaffolding

The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.
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Resources - 
Scaffolding

The remaining slides are meant to be 
additional resources to provide for 
teachers regarding citation, quotation, 
scaffolding, summarizing, paraphrasing…

If the presenter has time and would like, 
he/she can review these slides.  If not, just 
alert participants to the resource slides.




